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Silence is ‘complicity’
Cross-race support grows for BLM movement
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India sends ‘man-eater’
tiger to ‘lifetime in jail’
A tiger blamed for killing three people will
spend the rest of its life in captivity, Indian
officials said Sunday, saying the big cat was
“too dangerous” to be allowed to roam free.
The five-year-old male predator, also blamed
for attacking cattle, had embarked on a trek
more than 500 kilometres (310 miles) long
from western Maharashtra state to central
India’s Betul district in Madhya Pradesh state
in 2018.“We gave it several chances to re-wild
but it habitually went into human habitations,”
Madhya Pradesh’s chief wildlife warden, SK
Mandal, told AFP. The tiger -- dubbed the
“vagabond” or “nomad” by some local media
-- was first trapped in December 2018 after
its long journey and held in captivity for two
months. The big cat was eventually fitted
with a tracking collar and shuttled between
a tiger reserve and a national park. Officials
however said it repeatedly strayed and hunted
near human settlements, attacking cattle
and endangering humans. Finally the tiger
was tranquilised and sent to a zoo in Madhya
Pradesh capital’s Bhopal on Saturday.

US teen gifted scholarship,
car for clearmg protest sites

As massive crowds take over streets across the United States in support of :
black lives, “white silence is violence” has become a recurring theme, a :
push to spread awareness that discrimination in a country built on racism :
extends far beyond police brutality. :

The recent police killing of a black man, George Floyd, in Minneapolis :
and the protests it triggered have revived long-simmering criticisms over :
the historic complacency of white Americans towards the systemic racism :
undergirding their lifestyles. :

Krista Knight, a playwright who protested this weekend in Manhattan, :
was among the many demonstrators wielding signs with slogans like :
“complicity” to indicate their solidarity with the Black Lives Matter :
movement. It's the first time the white 36-year-old has marched for the :
cause, but staying home “is like sending the message that I don't care.”  :

The Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement was founded in 2013 in :
response to the acquittal of the white man who shot dead Trayvon :
Martin, a 17-year-old black youth, in Florida. Since then, it has grown :
rapidly worldwide. But it was often ignored by white Americans, who are :
statistically affected the least by such issues -- including police brutality, as :
well as housing, education and healthcare disparities. :

According to Candace McCoy -- a criminologist at the City University :
of New York who has written on protest tactics -- “one of the major :
differences in these protests, compared to others in the past 30 years, is the :
significant percentage of white people protesting on behalf of equal rights :
for black people.” :

The marches are attracting older generations as well. Some 49 percent :
of white Americans now say police are more likely to use excessive force *
against a black culprit -- nearly double the 25 percent who said so in 2016. :
And 78 percent of all Americans consider the anger triggered by George :
Floyd’s murder “fully” or “partially” justified. :

India reopens as cases soar

Epidemic may peak in July; 9,983 cases recorded in a day

AGENCIES

People gather around a makeshift memorial in honor of the victims of police brutality, during a demonstration

against racism, in Hollywood, California, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

‘Lockdowns averted 3.1m deaths’

: REUTERS, London

When Antonio Gwynn Jr. saw the damage from
protests in his hometown of Buffalo, New York,
he grabbed a broom, bought some trash bags
and started cleaning the streets by himself. The

18-yesr-old high school senior started at 2 am on

Monday and did not stop cleaning for the next

10 hours. When an organized group of neighbors
arrived later that morning to start clearing the
damage, they found that Gwynn had already
done most of the work. When word spread of

how Gwynn single-handedly took action, his
community responded. Matt Block saw Gwynn's
story on the news and after he saw Gwynn ask
for some car buying advice on Facebook, he
decided to give him his prized 2004 red Mustang
convertible. After high school, Gwynn had
planned to go to trade school while saving up
to go to college. Upon hearing Gwynn’s story,
Medaille College in Buffalo offered him a full
scholarship where he plans to study business
starting this fall.

SOURCE: AFP, CNN

: Wide-scale lockdowns including shop and school closures have reduced
: COVID-19 transmission rates in Europe enough to control its spread
and may have averted more than three million deaths, researchers said
yesterday.

In a modelling study of lockdown impact in 11 nations, Imperial College
London scientists said the draconian steps, imposed mostly in March, had
“a substantial effect” and helped bring the infection’s reproductive rate

The Indian government says :
the tough lockdown has limited :
the spread of the coronavirus. :
But it is now braced for a:
major hit to the economy, :
with millions of labourers :

] ) ers : below one by early May.
now jobless. Rating agencies :  The reproduction rate, or R value, measures the average number of
have said the economy could :

: people that one infected person will pass the disease on to. An R value
contract by more than five : above 1 can lead to exponential growth.

percent this year, after average :  The Imperial team estimated that by early May, between 12 and 15
growth of about seven percent million people in the 11 countries - Austria, Belgium, Britain, Denmark,
oveIf tlge pasthdecade. ded : France, Germany, Italy, Norway, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland - had
axistan has recorded MOIe : 0. jnfected with COVID-19.

than 100,000 cases of coronavirus, health authorities said : . . .
yesterday, as hospitals warned they are running out of beds : By comparing the number of deaths counted with deaths predicted by

{0 treat patients. : their model_ if_ no lockdown measures had been introduced, they found
In recent weeks the country of more than 210 million has - S0™€ 3.1 million deaths were averted.
reported a sharp rise in new infections, and the government
said more than 100,000 cases and 2,000 deaths had now been
recorded. Last week a leaked government report suggested
there were nearly 700,000 infections in Lahore alone.
Doctors at several main hospitals in the historic eastern
city told AFP they were running out of beds, ventilators and
other vital equipment.
In Karachi, health centres are turning away the sick, with
a large sign near the entrance of the Indus hospital stating
there was no room for coronavirus patients.

Malls and temples opened across
India yesterday after a 10-week
lockdown, despite a record daily
rise in new cases and predictions
that the epidemic will worsen for
weeks to come.

The government has risked
easing restrictions in a bid
to ease the devastating blow
to the economy dealt by the
coronavirus.

But the number of new cases rose by 9,983 to 256,611,
according to government figures announced yesterday,
putting the country of 1.3 billion on course to quickly
overtake Britain and Spain among nations with the highest
number of infections.

The reported death toll of 7,135 is lower than other badly-
hit countries, but India’s epidemic is only expected to peak in
July. Many experts say the toll is higher.

In the capital, Delhi, shopping malls, restaurants, temples
and mosques re-opened for the first time since March 25.

But highlighting the city’s reputation as one of India’s
worst coronavirus hotspots, one day after announcing the
reopening, Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal went into
isolation with virus symptoms including a fever.

Coronavirus pandemic

Delhi CM Kejriwal in
isolation, to undergo
Covid-19 test

Pakistan hospitals running
out of beds as virus cases
surge past 100,000
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A woman takes a selfie in a field of Lupinus- plants in a remote area on the island of Lolland in Denmark,
yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP A
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Kashmir after the Indian forces killed at least
nine rebels in the disputed region.

The rebels, including three commanders,
were killed in separate gunfights with the
security forces in Shopian district, some 70km
(43 miles) south of the capital, Srinagar. The
fighting began on Sunday.

Four rebels were killed in the Pinjora area
yesterday morning after the government
forces set up a cordon and search operation
when they received intelligence about the
presence of the fighters, who either want
Kashmir’s independence or a merger with
Muslim-majority Pakistan.

Five other rebels were killed in a gunfight
with the forces in Shopian district’s Reban
area on Sunday afternoon. Police said three
soldiers were wounded.

“Nine militants of the Hizbul Mujahideen
outfit, including its three top commanders,
have been neutralized in less than 24 hours,”
state police chief Dilbagh Singh told reporters
on Monday.

Singh said the Indian security forces
have eliminated 22 rebels, including six top
commanders, during the past two weeks.
Police said 73 rebels have been killed in the
Muslim-majority region this year.

In April alone, more than two dozen
rebels and about a dozen Indian troops were

imposed direct federal rule.

The latest killings sparked protests and
clashes as hundreds of residents tried to
march to the site of the battle. Chanting
slogans demanding an end to India’s
occupation of Kashmir, demonstrators threw
stones at police and paramilitary soldiers,
who fired shotgun pellets and tear gas.

in the Philippines will
not be allowed back to
school until a coronavirus
vaccine is available, officials
announced yesterday,
saying they may have to
broadcast lessons on TV.
Nations like France
and South Korea began
resuming face-to-face
classes as they got their
outbreaks under control,
but Philippine authorities
see the risk as too great.
President Duterte said last
month that even if students
could not graduate, they
needed to stay out of
school to fight Covid-19.
Classes are to resume
at the end of August and
teachers will use distance
learning methods via the
internet or TV broadcasts,
officials said. Millions
live in deep poverty in the
ountry and do not have
access to computers at
home, which is key to the
viability of online classes.

No casualties were immediately reported
in the clashes.

India has stepped up its operations across
Kashmir in recent months, with almost
daily fighting reported along the rugged and
mountainous frontier that divides Kashmir
between India and Pakistan. Since 1989, the
conflict has resulted in nearly 70,000 deaths,
most of them civilians.
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