DHAKA TUESDAY JUNE 9, 2020, JAISHTHA 26, 1427 BS

A unique

remembrance of

L |

Covid-19 victims

Hundreds of fruit trees planted along rural
road in Barishal as nature ‘breathes’

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

At a time when nature flourishes amid man'’s
reduced activities during the Covid-19
pandemic, the chairman of Mahilara union
parishad (UP) under Barishal’s Gournadi
upazila has taken a novel initiative in
memory of those who died due to the highly

contagious disease.

Hundreds of locals including
teachers and students took part in
planting of palm, date and coconut
trees on two sides of a five-kilome-
tre-long road from United Primary
School in Gournadi upazila

Under the ‘Covid -- Tree’ project, hundreds

COUNTRY

of locals including teachers and students on

Saturday noon took part in planting of palm, g

date and coconut trees on two sides of the

five-kilometre-long rural road from United z 4

Primary School to Billagram of Mahilara UP - 5 ;

in Gournadi upazila. + e g
“We dedicated the tree planting work T ey e

in memory of those who died due to C ...: .,"'"._-.. o "'f_;._

Covid-19,” said Mahilara UP Chairman fi= = = = "‘_"_-_-'_:-

Saikat Guha Picklu, who earlier received =~ "= - ° : = =L &

national award from the prime minister for . - e -

large-scale tree planting in the area. L= T T,
“Tree planting programme in the union ¢ "";;f Ty i {. .

will continue throughout the rainy season. = & | . e d

Local people will get share of the fruits,” | F o A T 4

Saikat added. i TV S W ;' o
Palash, a volunteer, said he is happy to = = = = & == | T

take part in the tree planting programme = {sa =

with Covid-19.

dedicated to the memory of those who died . . . . . . .
A scene of voluntary tree planting along a rural road in Mahilara union under Barishal’s Gournadi upazila on Saturday.
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Two die
inhaling
toxic gas

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Two people, including a
construction worker, died
after inhaling toxic gas inside
a septic tank in Gafargaon

upazila of the district
yesterday.
The  deceased  were

identified as Humayun Mia,
33, son of housemaster
Abdul Mannan, and Himel
Mia, 32, son of Siraj Uddin
of Kurchai village in the
upazila.

Four other coworkers--
Sharif Mia, 27, Mazharul
Islam, 18, Altaf Hossain, 33,
and Morshed Sarker, 22, of
the same village--also fell
sick while trying to save the
duo.

Quoting locals, Officer
in Charge of Pagla Police
Station Shahinuzzaman
Khan said one of the workers
Morshed entered into an
under construction septic
tank adjacent to an older
one at Mannan’s house to
remove it's wooden frame
yesterday noon and went
fainted after inhaling toxic
gas inside the tank.

Later, Mannan’s son
Humayun and four
other coworkers also fell
unconscious when  they

entered into the tank to
rescue Morshed, he added.
Later, neighbours rescued
them and took them to
nearby clinics and Sreepur
Upazila Health Complex
where the doctors declared
Humayun and Himel.

Youth
found dead

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Police recovered the
beheaded body of a youth
from Telikhali village in
Sadar upazila on Sunday.

The victim, Jafar Sikder,
35, of the same village.

Police said criminals
killed Jafar by slitting his
throat while he was returning
home from a relative’s house
around 10:00pm.

Covid-19 outbreak

e

A child has been given vaccine at Sagarnal tea garden
in Moulvibazar’s Juri upazila.

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Within a year of birth, children are
vaccinated for various diseases as a
preventive measure. But Expanded
Programme on Immunisation (EPI) is
being disrupted here this time due to
coronavirus outbreak. Children and
pregnant women are not going to the EPI
centres to avoid Covid-19 transmission.

On the other hand, the health
providers are working at some EPI centres
in the rented houses amid risk of getting
infected by Covid-19 as there is not
sufficient personal protective equipment
(PPE) for them.

According to Moulvibazar district civil
surgeon office sources, five vaccinations
are given to children for diphtheria
and other preventive diseases like
polio, whooping cough, hepatitis B
and tuberculosis within a year of birth
under EPI programme. There is a target
to vaccinate 47,073 children here in
the current year. Meanwhile, 1, 09,376
women aged from 15 years to 49 years
will get vaccine under the programme
during the time.

On a visit to different areas in Juri
upazila, this correspondent found the
health assistants at the EPI centres sitting
idle as none came there for vaccination.

Shima Rani Das, a health assistant at
Krisnanagar EPI centre in Harirampur
area under the upazila, said only two
children out of 10 came to the centre
for immunisation in the last few days.
People were not coming here due to fear

disrupts EPI

programme

I PHOTO:
COLLECTED
of coronavirus spread.

Another health assistant Tapash

Chandra Das of Bachirpur EPI centre in
the same upazila said only one child out
of 38 came to the centre till now. The
parents of the children are not interested
to come here due to coronavirus fears.

Wishing anonymity, a health assistant
said “Some children and pregnant
women were coming here with fever, cold
and coughs but we don't have PPE. And if
the situation goes on this way, we can be
infected with Covid-19 anytime.”

Sadek Hosain, a resident of Magura
area in Kulaura municipality, said people
are not interested to get vaccine in the EPI
centre as there is not sufficient personal
protective equipment (PPE) for the health
assistants.

Md Abdul Mukit, health inspector of
Juri Upazila Health Complex, said EPI
programme is being badly disrupted here
due to fear of coronavirus spread.

He further said the health assistants are
working amid risk due to shortage of PPE.
They have already informed the higher
authorities about the matter.

Dr Nurul Haque, upazila health officer
of Kulaura Upazila Health Complex, said
they have got five sets of PPE till now. The
PPE can be used for one time.

Civil Surgeon Dr Tauhid Ahmed
said they are yet to get PPE as per their
requirement due to shortage of its supply.

They have already informed the
authorities concerned about the matter,
he said.
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Cross sections of people under the banner of Corona Protirodhe Thakurgaobasi formed a human chain at
Thakurgaon Intersection in the town on Monday, demanding to set up the machine for Polymerase Chain Reaction
testing, known as PCR machine, at Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital to speed up the Covid-19 diagnosis process.
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