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Drug price hike
FROM PAGE 3

buy drugs at inflated prices from agents as 
companies were not supplying products as 
per the orders. 

“This is why we have to overcharge 
customers,” he claimed.

Retailers at other areas of the city claimed 
that the wholesalers had “engineered” price 
hikes by stocking up on drugs during the 
ongoing crisis.

Anupam Barua, owner of Diba pharmacy 
at Hamzarbag area told The Daily Star 
“Some traders have drugs but are asking for 
higher prices. if we refuse to pay the higher 
price, then they refuse to sell.”

Hossain Md Imran, assistant director 
of Chattogram office of the Directorate 
General of Drug Administration, said, 
“There should be no crisis at the markets, 
because we ensured all companies to 
manufacture 27 drugs which are mostly 
used for fever, flu and symptoms similar to 

Covid-19.”
“We have already conducted several 

drives but not found any proof of price 
hikes,” he added.

Mohammad Kamal Hossain, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of Chattogram 
District Administration told The Daily 
Star, “We continue our mobile court 
operations in the city to control price hike 
of drugs and instructed traders to sell at 
the usual price. If anybody defies this, we 
will take action.”

There are more than 25,000 pharmacies 
in Chattogram, according to the drug 
administration.

SM Nazer Hossain, Vice President of 
Consumers Association of Bangladesh 
(CAB) said the government should take 
legal action against an alleged syndicate 
behind the price hike, but till now there has 
been no monitoring  to stop it.

Allocate
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Many countries evaluate 
woman’s work at home 
using satellite accounting 
system and include those 
in GDP, it said. If their 
work can be counted, 
48.54 percent GDP, 
comprising only nine 
percent contribution from 
men, while women’s 
contribution would be 
39.52 percent, it added.

The organisation 
said men dominate the 
wage-based work while 
women deliver service-
work all around the world. 
The unrecognised work 
of women have social, 
economic and political 
importance, so these 
should be incorporated 
into the national income.

MJF strongly demanded 
that the authorities bring 
necessary changes to 
recognise this contribution 
of women.

Covid-19 or 
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Meanwhile, the number of Covid-19 positive patients in 
Sylhet is on the rise; 1,546 people tested positive in the 
division till yesterday while 35 persons died and 387 
recovered.

Following several instructions of the respective 
departments, the Health Services Division (HSD) of the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, circulated an order 
on May 24 to start separate treatment facilities for Covid-19 
and non-Covid-19 patients at all government and private 
hospitals with 50 or more beds.

Dr Himangshu Lal Roy, deputy director of Sylhet MAG 
Osmani Medical College Hospital, said, “It is unfortunate 
that private hospitals turned away patients. There are 
instructions from the government to admit all kinds of 
patients and that order must be followed. The government 
hospitals are always open to all...”

Dr Anisur Rahman, assistant director of Sylhet Divisional 
Health Office, said following the directives of the Health 
Services Division, all hospitals have been notified multiple 
times. 

“But we cannot take steps against them without written 
complaints submitted by family members of the victims,” 
he added.

Lutfa Tapader 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lutfa Begum 
Tapader, 
hailing from 
Bateshwar 
of Sylhet, 
passed away 
at MAG 
Osmani Medical College 
Hospital yesterday, at 75. 

She left behind two 
daughters, one son and 
grandchildren. Her son 
Ekush Tapader is a sports 
reporter at The Daily Star.

She was suffering from 
breathing difficulties and 
old-age complications, 
and was admitted to the 
hospital on Sunday night.

She was buried at the 
graveyard by her house at 
Mollapur village of Sylhet’s 
Beanibazar upazila after 
namaz-e-janaza yesterday, 
following Zohr prayer.

Her relatives, friends and 
well-wishers are requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
her departed soul.  

Human
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“Renting community 
centres, we have set up 
temporary hospitals. We 
hired nurses and paramedics. 
All arrangements have been 
made,” he said. 

“We have also created 
an app to know updates of 
affected force members,” 
said the additional DG. 

According to officials, 
the app will have all details 
of affected Rab officials 
including age, blood group, 
overall condition and 
location of work station so 
that the higher officials can 
get every update. 

Also present on the 
occasion were Abul Khair 
and Asaduzzaman Biku, 
president and general 
secretary of Crime Reporters 
Association of Bangladesh 
(CRAB), and Rab high -ups. 

The elite force gifted 
two sophisticated oxygen 
concentrators to CRAB at 
the programme, so that 
corona-infected crime 
reporters get oxygen quickly 
when needed.

A total of 110 Bangladesh Navy members, who took part in a UN peacekeeping 

mission in Lebanon,  were awarded with peacekeeping medals for their valuable 

contributions recently in the country’s capital Beirut recently. Frigates, corvettes 

and patrol crafts of Bangladesh Navy have been serving on the Maritime Task Force 

of the United Nations for over a decade. PHOTO COURTESY: ISPR

Khaled laundered Tk 
8.5cr in 3 countries
Says CID about expelled Jubo 
League leader; case filed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expelled Jubo League leader Khaled Mahmud Bhuiyan had 
laundered at least Tk 8.5 crore in Malaysia, Singapore and 
Thailand, according to a primary investigation conducted 
by Criminal Investigation Department.

There are Tk 8.5 crore in his accounts in the three 
countries. The money was sent illegally till December 31 
last year, CID mentioned while filing the case against him 
Sunday. Ibrahim Hossain, an inspector of (organised crime 
unit) of CID, filed the case under the Money Laundering 
Prevention Act with Motijheel Police Station.

Khaled’s associates -- Aiyub Rahman, Abu Younus and 
Deen Majumder and some unnamed persons -- have been 
made accused in the case. They allegedly helped Khaled in 
money laundering.

In the case statement, Inspector Ibrahim mentioned 
that Khaled visited Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand at 
least 70 times in last 10 years.

According to law enforcers, Khaled made crores of 
money running “casinos” at sporting clubs and through 
illegal drug trade, extortion and tender manipulation. 
He even had an armed group and a huge stash of illegal 
firearms to carry out the unlawful activities.

On September 18 last year, Rab arrested Khaled, 
organising secretary of Jubo League’s Dhaka South unit.

Road mishaps kill three 
STAR REPORT

Three people have died in road accidents over the last 24 hours across two 
districts, report our correspondents.

In Pabna, at least two people, including a schoolboy, were killed 
while another was injured in two separate accidents in Ishwardi upazila 
yesterday, reports our Pabna correspondent.

The accidents took place on Ishwardi-Lalpur road at Baghoil of Pakshey 
union and Gokulnagar.

The deceased were identified as school student Md Obaidul Hossain 
(15), and Afzal Hossain (35).

In Baghoil, the accident occurred when Obaidul was going to Pakshey 
Bazar with his father on a rickshaw at noon. Suddenly, a tractor hit their 
rickshaw, leaving the duo injured, said Bahauddin Faruki, officer-in-charge 
of Ishwardi Police Station.

They were taken to Ishwardi Upazila Health Complex where Obaidul 
succumbed to his injuries.

Police have captured the tractor and arrested the driver from the spot.
In Gokulnagar, Afzal Hossain died after a motorbike hit the auto-

rickshaw he was travelling in at noon.
As the motorbike hit the auto-rickshaw’s battery, it exploded, leaving 

Afzal critically injured. 
He was taken to Ishwardi Upazila Health Complex where he was 

announced dead in the afternoon, OC Faruki said.
In another accident in Jamalpur, a livestock office staffer was killed and 

another person injured in a road crash in Madarganj upazila yesterday 
morning, reports our Jamalpur correspondent.

The deceased -- identified as Minhaj Uddin (40) -- was a computer 
operator at Madarganj Upazila Livestock Office.

Minhaj was going to attend office on his motorbike when another bike 
hit him head-on, while trying to overtake a tractor. 

The accident occurred in front of an Alim madrasa at Muslemabad 
village around 10am.

Following the collision, Minhaj skidded off the bike and went under 
the wheels of the running tractor, dying on the spot, while the other biker 
sustained critical injuries, said Madarganj Police Station OC Rafiqul Islam, 
quoting locals.

Chinese medical 
team in town
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A 10-member Chinese medical team with 
expertise in treating Covid-19 patients 
reached Dhaka yesterday.”They landed 
at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport 
around 11:40am on a special flight of 
Hainan Airlines,” Ashrafun Nahar, a 
doctor at the airport health desk, told The 
Daily Star.

The team also brought several necessary 
medical equipment, she said. 

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen and 
Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Li 
Jiming welcomed them at the airport. 

The team members already discussed 
and studied the appropriate measures and 
advice for Bangladeshi people, the Chinese 
Embassy in Dhaka said. 

The Chinese embassy said the team’s 
arrival shows one of the reflections of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s assurance to 
Bangladesh in fighting Covid-19 together.
The team has been organised by the 
National Health Commission and consists 
of 10 respiratory physicians selected by the 
Hainan Provincial Health Commission, 
according to the officials at the Chinese 
embassy.

In their two weeks stay in Bangladesh, 
the experts will visit designated hospitals, 
quarantine and testing centres, discuss the 
pandemic with Bangladeshi counterparts, 
and make calibrated propositions for 
containment and treatment.

A ticket-seller takes a nap in front of his counter at Gabtoli bus stand yesterday, on 

a humid weekday afternoon. Ticket sellers said fewer than ten people were buying 

tickets for each inter-district bus on average, and the operators were counting losses. 
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