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HK defies Tiananmen vigil ban

Pepper spray, arrests as thousands lit candles, chant democracy slogans

AGENCIES -~

DHAKA FRIDAY JUNE 5, 2020, JAISHTHA 22, 1427 BS

Covid-19 vaccine

must be for all
Says UN chief as more than 50

states meet virtually to find way
AFP, London

India, China armies

make slight retreat
China reportedly made a slight retreat at
Galwan Valley, one of the flashpoint leading to
standoff with India, in Ladakh region, in a bid
to resolve the border tension between the two
nations. The China’s People’s Liberation Army
moved back two kilometres on Wednesday
while the Indian Army has moved back by
one kilometre. However, at another flashpoint
Pangong Tso (lake), troops from both sides are
stationed and are camping over there. This
would be the main focus of the meeting on
June 6 between top military officers of India
and China. Indian Army Chief MM Naravane is
confident enough that the standoff would be
resolved at military-level talks.

Guard with knife injures

39 at China primary school
An elementary school guard in China injured
39 people in a knife attack yesterday with many
children among the victims, a state office and
media reported. Two of the injured were severely
hurt in the attack in the southwestern region of
Guangxi, the county-level propaganda office said
on its social media account. Others sustained
light injuries and no one was critically hurt, it
said. The suspect, a 50-year-old man surnamed
Li who worked as a guard at the school in the
town of Wangfu, attacked at around 8:30 am,
according to the Paper, a Shanghai-government
backed newspaper. Li has been arrested. Many
of the injured children were about six years old.
China has seen several attacks on schoolchildren
in recent years, with eight children killed in a
similar attack in Hubei province last year.

Thousands of Hong Kong protesters lit
candles and chanted democracy slogans as
they defied a ban yesterday against gathering
to commemorate China’s deadly Tiananmen
crackdown, with tensions seething in the
city over a planned new security law.

Crowds streamed into city’s Victoria Park
that has hosted huge Tiananmen anniversary
vigils for the past three decades, with smaller
rallies erupting across the finance hub.

Police arrested some demonstrators in a
shopping district on although they allowed
the main rally at Victoria Park to proceed.
Police also fired pepper spray to disperse
protesters who gathered in Hong Kong's
working class district of Mong Kok.

The displays of resistance came hours
after Hong Kong's legislature passed a bill
criminalising insults to China’s national
anthem, which the pro-democracy
movement sees as yet another example of
eroding freedoms.

China’s plans to impose a security

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres
yesterday said a new vaccine against the coronavirus
had to be available to everyone across the world, as an
international conference got under way to raise funds for
new life-saving treatments.

The virtual meeting, hosted by Britain, aims to raise
$7.4 billion for immunisation programmes stalled by the
pandemic, and launch a new fundraising drive to support
potential COVID-19 vaccines.

In a video message, Guterres said: “A vaccine must be
seen as a global public good -- a people’s vaccine, which a
growing number of world leaders are calling for.”

There needed to be “global solidarity to ensure that
every person, everywhere, has access”, he added.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson called for a “new
era of global health co-operation” to “unite humanity in the
fight against disease”, particularly in the poorest countries.

“This virus has shown how connected we are. ... And no
one is safe frankly until we are all safe,” he added.

More than 50 countries are taking part in the meeting,
as well as individuals such as billionaire philanthropist Bill
Gates, to raise funds for Gavi, the vaccine alliance. Over
the next five years, it wants to reboot halted programmes
and provide vaccines at a much-reduced cost to some 300
million children worldwide. Gavi and its partners will also
launch a financing drive to purchase potential COVID-19
vaccines, scale-up their production and support delivery to
developing nations.

which has been granted liberties under the
terms of its 1997 handover from the British.

The city was engulfed by seven straight
months violent pro-democracy protests
last year -- rallies that kicked off five days
after the last annual vigil. In response to
those demonstrations Beijing last month
announced plans to impose the security
law.

Critics, including many Western nations,
fear it will bring mainland-style political
oppression to a business hub.

law on Hong Kong criminalising treason
and subversion, has cemented fears that
the semi-autonomous city is losing its
treasured liberties.

Hundreds of people were killed in 1989
when China’s communist rulers deployed
the military into Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square to crush a student-led movement for
democratic reforms.

Commemorations of the event are
forbidden in mainland China but have been
allowed in semi-autonomous Hong Kong,

~Legislature passes law making
insults to China’s nat’l anthem a crime

City braces for national security
laws amid global condemnation
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killing has touched off once-in-a-generation protests across the US. Here is a round-up of global reactions to his death and the demonstrations that have
convulsed the United States in the past week.

=

“BLACK

Ancedving tandar documenl II Conlerance Room |2nd Floorl, Bangladesh Endge Authorty, Sals
Bratan, New Alrport Road, Banani, Dhaks
if) Office of the Dvesional Commissioner, Dhaks Deision, Saqunbagcha
Citeabz
Caonlerance Boam (2nd Flaor), Banglades® Beidae Aihoslly, Sal Bhaban
Mesw Airpor Road, Basani, Dhaka

| A pre-lendar L2 shall ts3 hald on Jume 24, 2060; 11:00am
Ofioe of the: Chief Enginear, Satu Bhaban, Room & 401, BEA, New Simpor
Fpad, Banani. Draka-1413

Your dreams matter: Obama

A, Former US president Barack Obama
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“profound” protests by Americans
demanding racial justice. “l want
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The UN rights chief slammed
“structural racism”in the US and
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the “unprecedented assault” on
journalists covering the protests in
fresh comments Wednesday. “The
voices calling for an end to the
killings of unarmed African Americans
need to be heard. The voices calling ]
for an end to police violence need to be heard. And the
voices calling for an end to the endemic and structural
racism that blights US society need to be heard,” Michelle
Bachelet said.

Abuse of power: Borrell
EU High Representative Josep
Borrell said Europe was “shocked

People gather in Hyde Park in London on Wednesday during a “Black Lives Matter” protest

following the death of an Afro-American man in police custody in US.

tragedy -- in a long series of similar tragedies -- raises a
long overdue question: How do we end systemic racism

in our society?” said Bush. “It is time for America to
examine our tragic failures,” he stated. “Those who set out
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eye to racism”, he said Wednesday of Floyd’s killing.

True face of America: Khamenei
Iran's Ayatollah Ali Khamenei also
condemned the violence -- with a
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and government actions that undermine our unified
democracy,” Carter said in a statement released by the
Carter Center.

In Britain, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said he was “sickened and
appalled” by Floyd's death. “My

called in Portugal’s capital Lisbon tomorrow, Poland’s Warsaw
on Saturday and several Spanish cities on Sunday.
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