6 | The Baily Star

US protests

race relations worldwide

REUTERS, Amsterdam/Madrid

Images of a white police officer kneeling on
the neck of African-American George Floyd,
who then died, have sparked protests from
Amsterdam to Nairobi, but they also expose
deeper grievances among demonstrators
over strained race relations in their own
countries.

With violent clashes between protesters
and authorities raging in the United States,
anti-police-brutality activists gathered by
the thousands in support of the Black Lives
Matter movement in various European and
African cities.

Peaceful protesters highlighted
allegations of abuse of black prisoners by
theirjailers, social and economic inequality,
and institutional racism lingering from the
colonial pasts of the Netherlands, Britain
and France.

“If you want to believe that we in the
Netherlands do not have a problem with race,
you should go ahead and go home,” Jennifer
Tosch, founder of Black Heritage Amsterdam
Tours, told a crowd in Amsterdam, from
where the Dutch West India Company
operated ships estimated to have traded
500,000 slaves in the 1600s and 1700s.

In London, a protester held a placard

expose raw

readmg “The UK isn’t innocent,” whlle g
in Berlin around 2,000 people protested :
outside the US embassy. :

Police in northern Paris fired tear gas on :
Tuesday to disperse demonstrators protesting :
over the 2016 death of a young black :
Frenchman in police custody - an incident :
that has drawn parallels with Floyd’s killing. :
Amid a coronavirus lockdown, French :
activists also say there have been a number :
of police brutality cases in low-income Black :
neighbourhoods.

But not all in Europe side with the :
protesters. Spain’s far-right Vox party and the :
Netherlands’ anti-Islam Freedom Party called :
those protesting Floyd's death “terrorists” and :
backed US President Donald Trump. :

“Oursupport forTrump and the Americans :
who are seeing their Nation attacked by street :
terrorists backed by progressive millionaires,” :
Vox wrote in a Tweet. :

In the Netherlands, the Freedom Party’s :
Geert Wilders tweeted: “White House :
under attack. This is no protest but anarchy :
by #AntifaTerrorists.” :

A study in US carried out in 2019 found :
that black men are 2.5 times more likely :
to be killed by the police than their white :
counterparts. :

Interference will ‘backfire’

Warns China as UK PM offers visas for millions in Hong Kong

AFP, Beijing

China yesterday warned Britain that
interfering in Hong Kong will backfire,
after the former colonial power vowed
to give sanctuary to locals who may
flee the city if a controversial security
law is passed.

The United States and Britain have
enraged Beijing with their criticism of

after its 1997 handover to China from
Britain.

In his column, Johnson wrote that
if China proceeds to justify the “fears”
of Hong Kongers, “then Britain could
not in good conscience shrug our
shoulders and walk away; instead we
will honour our obligations.”

About 350,000 people in Hong
Kong currently hold British National
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planned national security legislation
that critics fear would destroy the semi-
autonomous city’s limited freedoms.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
meanwhile, said London would not
“walk away” from Hong Kongers
worried by Beijing’s control over the
international business hub.

Johnson wrote in a column for
The Times newspaper and the South
China Morning Post that he would
offer millions of Hong Kongers visas
and a possible route to UK citizenship
if China persists with its national
security law.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said Beijing
had lodged “serious representations”

with London over the remarks, which
“grossly interfered” in Hong Kong's
affairs and warned any such move will
“definitely backfire.”

Hong Kong has been rocked by
months of huge and often violent pro-
democracy protests over the past year.
In response Beijing has announced
plans to introduce a sweeping national
security law covering secession,
subversion of state power, terrorism
and foreign interference.

Opponents and many Western
nations, fear it will bring mainland-
style political oppression to a business
hub that was supposedly guaranteed
freedoms and autonomy for 50 years

(Overseas) passports, which allow
visa-free access to UK for up to six
months. Another 2.5 million people
would be eligible to apply for one.

Johnson said Britain could
allow BN(O) holders to come for
a renewable period of 12 months
“and be given further immigration
rights, including the right to work,
which could place them on a route to
citizenship”.

Britain says it views the proposed
law as a breach of the 1984 agreement
with Beijing ahead of the handover
guaranteeing Hong Kong's freedoms
and a level of autonomy -- a deal that
formed the bedrock of its rise as a
world class finance centre.
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Protesters and members of the Army National Guard kneel together durmg a demonstration over the death
of George Floyd in Los Angeles, on Tuesday. Anti-racism protests have put several US cities under curfew to
suppress rioting, following the death of the Afro-American man in police custody.

PHOTO: AFP

'How to end systemic racism?’

GW Bush calls on US to examine its ‘tragic failures’

AFP, Washington

Former president George W Bush called
on the US Tuesday to take a hard look at
its “tragic failures,” citing racial injustice
in America in a statement amid violent
protests in the coutry over the past week.

“It remains a shocking failure that
many African Americans, especially young
African American men, are harassed and
threatened in their own country,” Bush
said in the statement expressing anguish
over the death of George Floyd, suffocated
beneath the knee of a white policeman in
Minneapolis on May 25.

The killing has unleashed a nationwide
wave of civil unrest unlike any seen in the
US since the 1968 assassination of rights

leader Martin Luther King Jr.

“This tragedy -- in a long series of similar
tragedies -- raises a long overdue question:
How do we end systemic racism in our
society?” Bush, who was president from
2001-2009, wrote.

“It is time for America to examine our
tragic failures,” he stated.

President Donald Trump on Monday
threatened a military crackdown to end the
demonstrations. Bush did not mention his
fellow Republican by name in his statement.

But he made a point of insisting on the
need “to listen to the voices of so many
who are hurting and grieving. Those who
set out to silence those voices do not
understand the meaning of America -- or
how it becomes a better place,” he said.

NEWSIN
brief
Trump can’t change

G7 format: EU
AFP, Brussels

The EU'’s chief diplomat
Josep Borrell has warned
President Donald Trump
he did not have the power
to change the format of G7
summit, after the US leader
said he wanted to invite
several other countries,
including Russia, India and
South Korea. Trump says
the current membership of
Group of Seven -- the US,
Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy and Japan
-- is outdated.

Yemen donor summit
raises $1.35 billion
AFP, Riyadh

The UN on Tuesday raised
only around half the
required $2.41 billion

in humanitarian aid for
Yemen, ravaged by war and
coronavirus, at a donor
conference co-hosted

by Saudi Arabia. Some
$1.35 billion were raised
at the emergency virtual
conference.

Key J&K militant killed

NDTV ONLINE

Three Jaish-e-Mohammed
terrorists were killed in an
encounter in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pulwama, Indian
police said yesterday. “Fauji
Bhai”, an improvised
explosive device expert was
among them. India last
month killed Riyaz Naikoo,
commander of terror group
Hizbul Mujahideen, was
killed in an encounter.
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This photograph taken on May 27, 2020 shows policemen and onlookers stand on the banks of the Velliyar River
in Palakkad district of Kerala state as rescuers retrive a dead wild elephant. The elephant, which was pregnant,
died after suffering from injuries by some unidentified locals who fed her a pineapple filled with firecrackers.
She wondered into the village searching for food. The fruit exploded in her mouth and left her in searing pain as
she walked around the village for days, unable to eat anything. Despite the injuries, she didnt hurt any human
or destroyed any properties, officials and locals said. She eventually died standing in a river. Her heartbreaking
death has sparked huge outrage in India.
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Mumbai avoids brunt as
‘Nisarga’ makes landfall

REUTERS, Mumbai

Mumbai escaped the brunt of a cyclone yesterday after winds changed
direction and the storm made landfall further south on India’s western
coast than expected, giving some respite to a metropolis already ravaged
by coronavirus infections.

Cyclone Nisarga was initially forecast to be the first to batter Mumbai
since 1948, prompting citizens to stay off the streets and secure their
homes against gale-force winds and torrential rain.

“It landed a little (further) south than what we predicted. But Mumbai
may experience bad weather until tomorrow,” Madhavan Rajeevan,
secretary at the Ministry of Earth Sciences, told Reuters yesterday.

The cyclone barrelled into the western coast around 100 kilometres (65
miles) south of India’s financial capital with winds gusting up to 120 kmh
(75 mph), the India Meteorological Department said. After landfall, the
cyclone headed in a northeasterly direction, the IMD said.

A Reuters witness in the town where the storm made landfall said the
area was pummelled with heavy rain and strong winds.

Local media reported a few dozen incidents of trees being uprooted and
vehicles damaged. But there were no immediate reports of casualties or
major damage, officials said.

Strong crosswinds forced Mumbai airport to suspend arrivals and
departures between 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm (0900-1330 GMT), after an
arriving cargo plane overran the runway. There were no reported injuries
from the incident.

Authorities on Tuesday moved thousands of people away from coastal
areas in the vicinity of Mumbai amid fears that the city, already hard hit by
COVID-19 infections, could see its healthcare system further overwhelmed.
More than 100,000 other people were evacuated from the western states of
Maharashtra and Gujarat. India’s largest container port, Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust (JNPT), on Mumbai's outskirts, said it had closed for 24 hours.

Global vaccine
group urges virus
solidarity ahead
of today’s summit

AFP, Paris

The head of the global vaccine alliance has
warned “nobody is safe unless everybody
is safe” from the new coronavirus, urging
international solidarity ahead of a
fundraising summit.

Seth Berkley of Gavi, the vaccine
alliance, said the international community
must ensure all countries will have access
to any potential vaccines, regardless
of their wealth. He spoke ahead of a
virtual summit to be hosted by Britain
today, where Gavi hopes to raise at least
$7.4 billion to continue vaccination
programmes against diseases like measles,
polio and typhoid that have been severely
disrupted by the pandemic.

The meeting will also see Gavi and
its partners launch a financing drive to
purchase potential COVID-19 vaccines,
scale up their production, and support
delivery to developing nations.

WHO, UNICEF and Gavi warned last
month that the pandemic had hindered
routine immunisation services in nearly
70 countries, affecting around 80 million
children under the age of one.
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