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Regular flooding a woe for them

The people of 2 villages in Pirojpur’s Indurkani UZ suffering for
lack of embankment

HaABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Over three thousand people of Togra and
Umedpur villages beside the Kacha river in
Indurkani upazila under Pirojpur are suffering
as no permanent embankment was made to
protect them from regular tidal waves after super
cyclone Sidr destroyed an earthen embankment
there on November 15 in 2007.

Since then, three-kilometre riverside areas of
the villages are flooded during high tide in the
rainy season and cause damage to the dwellings.

“Earlier I had to shift my house three times.
Lastly tidal surge during the super cyclone
Amphan on May 20 badly damaged my house. I
had to spend a lot to shift and repair the house,”
said 70-year-old Abul Khayer from Togra village.

Another man of the village, 75-year-old
Siddikur Rahman said he had to shift his house
five times on different occasions.

“But now I don't have any land to shift
although the river is very close to my house.
Most of my landed property including cultivable
land has gone into the river,” he said.

Housewife Saleha Begum of the village said
they cannot cook timely as water enters inside
the ovens when the village floods.

“We drink tube-well water but we have to
use water from ponds for other purposes. But
the water is not safe. And so, many people,
especially children and elderly people, suffer
from different waterborne diseases like diarrhoea
and dysentery. We have to spend extra money for
treatment of the family members,” said Rupa,
another housewife of the village.

Over one thousand students of the villages
have to face untold sufferings to attend their
schools and colleges due to the frequent
flooding.

“During high tide our village is flooded
daily for four months from May every year. So,
we cannot move from one place to another
normally,” said Saidur Rahman, a resident of

This area beside the Kacha river lies in a precarious condition after the temporary earthen
embankment near Togra ferry terminal in Pirojpur’s Indurkani upazila was washed away by tidal
surges caused by super cyclone Amphan on May 20.

Togra village.

“Even, we cannot arrange funeral prayer
for the deceased people and bury them in our
village as the area remains flooded,” he said.

Shahjahan Howlader, a school teacher of the
village, said a small earthen embankment was
made near Togra ferry terminal last year but it
has been washed away by tidal surges caused by
super cyclone Amphan.

“Only a strong and permanent embankment
beside the Kacha river can save us from the
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suffering. We have asked the local public
representatives again and again to solve the
problem but they never come to our village,” he
said.

Contacted, Dipak Ranjan Das, executive
engineer of Water Development Board in
Pirojpur, said they have sent a proposal to
the higher authorities to make a strong and
permanent embankment at Togra and Umedpur
villages under Indurkani upazila and waiting for
its approval to begin the work.

Man, son
electrocuted

Our CORRESPONDENT, DINAJPUR

A man and his son died
after being electrocuted
in Rangpur’s Pirgachha
upazila early yesterday.

The  deceased  were
identified as Azizar
Rahman, 60, and his son
Sujan Mia, 24.

Police said the duo came
in contact with a live electric
wire while they were setting
up a bulb in the middle of
their pond died on the spot.

Young volunteers
repair damaged road

The dirt road connects Bamankhan, Bamankathi
and Aoukhira villages under Sadar and Rajapur

upazilas in Jhalakathi

Our CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

A group youths in Bamankhan village of
Jhalakathi Sadar upazila repaired about
one kilometer of a damaged dirt road
used by three villages.

As many as fifteen young men from
the village started the restoration work on
Saturday morning with the target to finish
the work in a couple of days.

The dirt road connects Bamankhan,
Bamankathi and Aoukhira villages under
Sadar and Rajapur upazilas in Jhalakathi.

Floods in the past few years inflicted
damage on the road, but the most damage
it sustained was during the super cyclone
Amphan that lashed coastal districts with
ferocious wind and rain last month, said
Shafiqul Islam, one of the volunteers who
took part in the restoration of the road in
their village.

The villagers -- especially school
students, women and the elderly -- had
not been able to use the road during the
monsoon as it often went under water
after rain, he also said.

Abul Kalam, a senior citizen of
Bamankhan village, said the villagers
need the road to get to the local market

and the upazila headquarters. “We are
highly pleased that our young men have
restored the road. Now we'll be able to
use it without much difficulty.”

Mahmud, another youth who
volunteered for the work, said, “It felt
good to be able to do such a good deed
for the villagers. With this we also proved
that when there is a will, youths can do a
lot for the community.”

Before the volunteers took the
restoration work of the road on their
own shoulders, residents of the village
on numerous occasions petitioned the
members and chairmen of local union
parishads concerned, urging repair of the
damaged road. But their requests were not
entertained, said a resident.

However, Shajahan Khan, a member
of Suktagar Union Parishad in Rajapur
upazila, claimed, “We made an attempt
to repair the road some days ago, but
we could not do the work due to some
problems that arose there regarding the
measurement of the road.”

“I am thankful to the youth who
repaired the road with their own effort,”
He added.

Young volunteers from Bamankhan village in Jhalakathi Sadar
upazila repairing a damaged section of the road that remained
unrepaired for years.
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