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Habiganj journo
FROM PAGE 3

Asked about the reason for filing the case, Sayeduzzaman 
said Habiganj-3 lawmaker Abu Zahir is a “respected 
person.” 

“He is also the district Awami League president and 
a lifetime member of Habiganj Press Club. Recently, 
Sushanta Das Gupta’s newspaper ran several false reports 
about Abu Zahir.”

“I felt that the reports directly affected the image of the 
press club also. That’s why I filed the case,” he told The 
Daily Star.

Contacted, lawmaker Abu Zahir said, “My public image 
has been tarnished because of these false reports.”

Sushanta’s platform Amarmp.com provides contact 
information about parliamentarians, and allows 
constituents to communicate with their representatives. 
It was developed with support from the government’s ICT 
Division.

HC seeks
FROM PAGE 3

Twenty-three prison 
guards and two inmates 
have tested positive for 
coronavirus and a prisoner 
in Sylhet Central Jail has 
died with coronavirus 
infection, he said in the 
petition. 

He further said the jail 
authorities are responsible 
for ensuring safety of 
prisoners.

Boost
FROM PAGE 3

It also called for increased 
allocation to expand 
stipends and school meal 
programme for students, 
and sought special 
consideration from all 
regarding education of 
all students, especially of 
disabled, indigenous or 
ethnic minority groups, and 
for those in hard-to-reach 
areas like chars and haors, 
coastal belts, slums in 
urban areas and rural poor.

Accused 
FROM PAGE 3

station by Rab. As CID are investigating all 
cases against Rafiqul, he was sent to jail via 
CID after appearing before a Sylhet court”. 

A FAMILY AWAITS JUSTICE 

26-year-old Khokon, a victim of the boat 
capsize, dreamt of a better life. Being lured 
by Rafiqul and his daughter Pinki, Khokon’s 
family managed Tk 8.5 lakh and sent him 
on the voyage to Italy. 

After more than a year of filing the case 
over human trafficking, the family is still 
waiting for justice due to the slow progress 
of the case. Meanwhile, they alleged that 
they are being intimidated by the traffickers. 

Raju, the case’s complainant, said, “It 
took more than a year to arrest Rafiqul, who 
is accused in at least nine cases filed after 
the boat capsize, which killed my brother”. 

“It’s a matter of shame that he and 
his associates were continuing to exploit 
people. To pressurise me, Rafiqul and 
his associates involved me in two cases. I 
got acquitted from those but we still feel 
intimidated by them,” he said. 

“All we want is justice, but we’re not sure 
when it will be served. There is no sign of 
the charge sheet yet,” he said. 

Mizanur Rahman, investigating officer 
and inspector of Trafficking of Human 
Being (THB) division of Criminal 
Investigation Department, said, “Rafiqul’s 
daughter Pinki, trafficker Enamul Haque 
Enam and Abdur Razzak Bhuiyan have 
been arrested already.”

About the charge sheet, he said charges 
have not been pressed yet as the case is still  
under investigation.

A corruption
FROM PAGE 3

He said they will be able to 
make the city corporation 
a trusted and proud 
organisation, if all of 
them perform their duties 
sincerely and cordially. 

In the first board 
meeting, the mayor formed 
two committees -- finance 
and public administration 
-- and also asked the 
committee members to 
recommend necessary 
measures against those 
officials and employees 
found involved in 
corruption or neglecting 
duties. 

Taposh also announced 
plans to create new income 
generating sectors to 
ensure civic facilities to city 
dwellers. But no additional 
tax will be imposed, he 
added. 

The mayor said they 
will hold a board meeting 
once every month from 
now on. 

At the beginning of the 
meeting, all participants 
observed a minute’s 
silence, showing deep 
respect to Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
four national leaders and 
all martyrs, including the 
mayor’s parents.

Tk 20 lakh
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during money collection from the bank’s 
Old Dhaka branch. 

The incident took place in Babubazar 
area, according to a first information report 
filed by Habibur Rahman, vice president of 
the bank’s Dilkusha Branch.

Habibur registered the case with Kotwali 
Police Station on the same day against 
unnamed people.

The cash collecting vehicle of the bank’s 
head office was making rounds across 
different branches in Old Dhaka, according 
to police.

After collecting the money, as the vehicle 
was about to return to its head office, 
the security guard noticed that a bag was 
missing. Checking the register, they found 
the bag was picked up from National 
Bank’s Bangla Bazar branch and there was 
Tk 80 lakh inside it.

Police initially arrested four persons 
-- the bank officer Jahangir Alam Don, 
vehicle driver Abdul Latif and two security 
guards Shaha Alam and Younus Ali. 

Following a one day remand, the 
arrestees were sent to jail on May 14.

Asked about these four, ADC Saifur 
Rahman said they primarily suspected that 
the bank staff embezzled the money as they 
failed to give any clue and the staff came 

to know about the missing money after 
driving the vehicle from one branch to 
another.

“We would drop their names from the 
charge sheet and they can also apply for 
bail as we did not find these bank staff’s 
involvement in the incident,” ADC Saifur 
said.

Asked how the money was looted, 
the police official said Hannan and his 
associates were mainly members of a 
mugging group.

When the bank executive officer and 
security guard went to the Bangla Bazar 
branch to collect money parking the 
vehicle in front of the branch, Hannan 
and his associates started chit chatting 
with the microbus driver and security 
guard, he said.

As the officer was delaying, the driver 
went upstairs to check, leaving the security 
guard alone, he said.

At that time, Hannan kept the guard 
busy while his associate opened the gate 
of the vehicle and took a money sack and 
fled, said Saifur, adding that Hannan paid 
his associates Tk 25,000 each and kept the 
rest with him.

”We’re interrogating them to find out 
more information regarding the robbery,” 
he added.

Doa mahfil 
for Imamul 
Kabir held
CITY DESK

A milad and doa mahfil 
for Imamul Kabir Shanto, 
founder chairman of 
Shanto-Mariam Foundation, 
Shanto-Mariam University 
of Creative Technology 
and Sundarban Courier 
Service (Pvt) Ltd, was held 
at the university in Uttara 
yesterday, says a press 
release. 

His family, Shanto-
Mariam Foundation, and 
the university organised 
the programme after the 
Asr prayers where a small 
number of people were 
present maintaining social 
distance. Besides, the 
courier service authorities 
held a doa mahfil 
separately.

Imamul Kabir Shanto, 
also a freedom fighter and 
social worker, died from 
Covid-19 at Combined 
Military Hospital on May 
30 at the age of 66. 

He was buried in his 
mother’s grave at the 
Banani graveyard on that 
day. He was given a guard 
of honour at that time.

He left behind his 
siblings and a host of 
relatives to mourn his 
death.

Protesting the block on five local online news portals, Narayanganj Sangskritik 

Jote yesterday organised a human chain in front of the city’s Ali Ahammed 

Chunka City Library. They also demanded scrapping the Digital Security Act. 
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