
INTERNATIONAL6 DHAKA TUESDAY JUNE 2, 2020, JAISHTHA 19, 1427 BS

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

KEY UPDATES
MORE THAN 370,000 DEATHS

The novel coronavirus has killed at least 
372,047 people since the outbreak first 

emerged in China last December, according to 
a tally from official sources compiled by AFP 
at 1100 GMT yesterday. At least 6,182,860 
cases of coronavirus have been registered 

in 196 countries and territories.  The United 
States is the worst-hit country with 104,383 

deaths from 1,790,191 cases.  After the US, the 
hardest-hit countries are Britain with 38,489 
deaths from 274,762 cases, Italy with 33,415 

deaths from 233,019 cases, Brazil with 29,314 
deaths and 514,849 cases and France with 

28,802 deaths and 188,882 cases.

INDIA OVERTAKES FRANCE
India’s cases of coronavirus crossed 190,000, 

the health ministry said yesterday, overtaking 
France to become seventh highest in the 

world, as the government eases back on most 
curbs after a two-month-long lockdown that 

left millions without work. With a record 
8,392 new cases over the previous day, India is 
now behind the United States, Brazil, Russia, 

Britain, Spain and Italy, according to a Reuters 
tally.

VIRUS LOSING POTENCY!         
A claim by a leading Italian doctor that the 
new coronavirus is losing its potency and 
“no longer exists in Italy’ sparked a furore 

yesterday, with the government urging 
caution. “The swabs that were performed 
over the last 10 days showed a viral load 
in quantitative terms that was absolutely 

infinitesimal compared to the ones carried 
out a month or two months ago,” Alberto 

Zangrillo, the head of the San Raffaele 
Hospital in Milan in the northern region of 

Lombardy, which has borne the brunt of Italy’s 
coronavirus contagion told RAI television. That 
prompted cries of disbelief from other experts 

and a warning from the government that it 
was too early to celebrate.

REMDESIVIR HELPS MODERATE 
PATIENTS: STUDY

Gilead Sciences Inc said its antiviral drug 
remdesivir showed improvement in patients 

with moderate COVID-19 in a late-stage study. 
Remdesivir is being closely watched after the 

US Food and Drug Administration granted 
emergency use authorization last month, 

citing results from another study run by the 
National Institutes of Health that showed the 
drug reduced hospitalization stays by 31%, or 

about four days, compared to a placebo.

WEST BANK POOR MAY DOUBLE 
Poverty in the occupied West Bank may double 
as Palestinians are slammed by the economic 

fallout of the coronavirus pandemic, the World 
Bank warned. The Palestinian territories have 
seen low infection rates after acting quickly 
to curtail the spread of COVID-19, with three 

deaths out of 450 cases registered among 
some five million residents in Gaza and the 

West Bank.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

EXPULSION OF OFFICIALS ON SPYING CHARGES

Pakistan summons Indian 
diplomat to lodge protest
AGENCIES

Pakistan yesterday summoned a senior 
Indian diplomat to register a strong protest 
over India’s decision to expel two officials 
of its High Commission in New Delhi on 
charges of espionage.

India on Sunday declared two officials of 
the Pakistan High Commission as “persona 
non grata” on charges of espionage and 
ordered them to leave the country within 24 
hours, the Ministry of External Affairs said.

The two officials, Abid Hussain and 
Muhammad Tahir, were caught by Delhi 
Police while they were obtaining sensitive 
documents relating to India’s security 
installations from an Indian national in 
exchange for money, India said.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office (FO) said early 
on Monday that the Indian Charge d’ Affaires 
was summoned for a “strong demarche”, 
conveying Pakistan’s condemnation of 
the decision to declare two officials of the 
Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi 
persona non grata and rejection of all 

“baseless” allegations against them.
Pakistan also conveyed that the Indian 

action was in “clear violation” of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the 
diplomatic norms, the FO said.

Earlier, Pakistan’s Foreign Office said that 
the two staff members were lifted by the 
Indian authorities on May 31 on “false and 
unsubstantiated charges”. It said the action 
was “clearly aimed” at shrinking diplomatic 
space for the working of the Pakistan High 
Commission in Delhi.

The officials, working at the visa section 
of the Pakistan High Commission, confessed 
during the interrogation that they worked for 
Pakistani spy agency ISI, official sources in 
New Delhi said.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan officials returned 
home to Pakistan yesterday, an embassy 
spokesman said. The move came amid 
heightened tensions between the arch-rivals 
foes over the Himalayan region of Kashmir, 
which was split between them in 1947 when 
they gained independence from Britain.

China slams 
selfish US 
over WHO
AFP, Beijing

China yesterday accused 
the United States of 
“selfishness” after President 
Donald Trump said he 
would terminate the US 
relationship with the World 
Health Organization.

Washington and Beijing 
have clashed repeatedly 
on different topics and on 
Friday Trump said he would 
sever ties with the UN 
health body, which he had 
previously accused of being 
too lenient with China.

“The international 
community generally 
disagrees with such 
US acts of selfishness, 
evasion of responsibility, 
and undermining of 
international cooperation 
against the epidemic,” said 
Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian.

The US has been the 
WHO’s biggest contributor, 
but in April Trump 
suspended funding, 
accusing it of not doing 
enough to curb COVID-19’s 
initial spread and of being 
too soft on China.

Scientists hunt for pandemic 
hotspots to test vaccines

REUTERS, London/Chicago

The first wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic may be waning. For 
vaccine developers, that could be 
a problem.

Scientists in Europe and the 
United States say the relative 
success of draconian lockdown 
and social distancing policies in 
some areas and countries means 
virus transmission rates may be 
at such low levels that there is 
not enough disease circulating to 
truly test potential vaccines.

They may need to look further 
afield, to pandemic hotspots in Africa and Latin America, to 
get convincing results.

“Ironically, if we’re really successful using public health 
measures to stamp out the hot spots of viral infection, it 
will be harder to test the vaccine,” said Francis Collins, 
director of the National Institutes of Health in the United 
States.

A vaccine is seen as essential to ending a pandemic that 
has killed nearly 370,000 people and infected more than 6 
million so far, with world leaders looking at inoculation as 
the only real way to restart their stalled economies.

But running large-scale clinical trials of potential vaccines 

against a completely new 
disease at speed is complex, 
scientists say. Showing 
efficacy in those trials during 
a fluctuating pandemic adds 
extra difficulty - and doing so 
when outbreaks are waning 
makes it harder still.

Vaccine trials work by 
randomly dividing people 
into a treatment group and 
a control group, with the 
treatment group getting the 
experimental trial vaccine and 
the control group getting a 
placebo.

All participants go back into the community where the 
disease is circulating, and subsequent rates of infection are 
compared. The hope is that infections within the control 
group will be higher, showing the trial vaccine is protecting 
the other group.

Among the first COVID-19 vaccines to move into phase 
two, or mid-stage, trials is one from the U.S. biotech company 
Moderna and another being developed by scientists at Oxford 
University supported by AstraZeneca. The United States in 
July is planning to launch vast efficacy trials of 20,000 to 
30,000 volunteers per vaccine.

Rivals bringing heavy 
weapons to rear bases

NDTV ONLINE

The Indian Army and the Chinese military are moving 
in heavy equipment and weaponry including artillery 
and combat vehicles to their rear bases close to the 
disputed areas in eastern Ladakh.

The enhancement of combat capabilities by the 
two armies in the region came even as both countries 
continued their efforts to resolve the dispute through 
talks at military and diplomatic levels.

The Chinese Army has been gradually ramping up 
its strategic reserves in its rear bases near the Line of 
Actual Control or LAC in eastern Ladakh by rushing 
in artillery, infantry combat vehicles and heavy 
military equipment, the sources said.

The Indian Army has also been moving in 
additional troops as well equipment and weapons 
like artillery to aggressively match up to the Chinese 
build-up, they said, adding that India will not relent 
till status quo is restored in Pangong Tso, Galwan 
Valley and a number of other areas.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has been keeping a 
strict aerial surveillance in the disputed region.

Sources said satellite images have captured 
significant ramping up of defence infrastructure by 

China on its side of the de-facto border including 
construction activities at a military airbase around 
180 km from Pangong Tso area.

The trigger for the face-off was China’s opposition 
to India laying a key road in Ladakh around Pangong 
Tso Lake, besides construction of another road 
connecting Darbuk-Shayok-Daulat Beg Oldie road 
in Galwan Valley. The situation in eastern Ladakh 
deteriorated after around 250 Chinese and Indian 
soldiers were engaged in a face-off on May 5, which 
spilled over to the next day before the two sides agreed 
to “disengage”. However, the standoff continued.

INDO-CHINA BORDER STANDOFF

VIOLENT US PROTESTS
(From top left, clockwise) Angry protesters 

smash a barricade during a demonstration 

against the death of George Floyd near the 

White House in Washington, DC, on Sunday; 

a woman hold a placard during protests in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota; people participate in 

a protest rally in Miami, Florida; and looters 

loot a store in New York. PHOTO: AFP, REUTERS


