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JS budget session
FROM PAGE 3

The budget session would be as short as 
possible to avoid the risk of infection. 

No other business except for budgetary 
activities would be done during the 
upcoming budget session. 

The constitution has an obligation to 
pass the budget before June 30. The rules 
of procedure also instruct the members 
of parliament to discuss the proposed 
budget. 

The budget session will begin on June 
10 while Finance Minister AHM Mustafa 
Kamal will place the national budget for 
2020-21 fiscal on the following day. 

On April 18, the seventh session of 
parliament continued for only an hour, the 
shortest ever parliament session. 

At the beginning of it, the Speaker said 
the 11th parliament went into seventh 
session amid outbreak of Covid-19 due to 

constitutional obligation. 
She said according to the constitution 

there can be a maximum of 60 days’ gap 
between the end of a session and the 
beginning of the next one. 

MEDIA REQUESTED TO COVER THRU’ 
LIVE TELECAST
The parliament secretariat yesterday at a 
press release requested all media outlets 
to cover the budget session through live 
telecast of Sangsad Television instead of 
coming to parliament. 

It further said no pass will be issued to 
journalists to cover the budget session this 
time around, in light of the coronavirus 
situation. 

However, one reporter from each media 
outlet will be able to collect budgetary 
documents from the media centre, situated 
outside the parliament building.

Anwar Hossain 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Md Anwar Hossain, father 
of Ashraful Alam Khokan, 
deputy press secretary to 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, passed away 
yesterday at his village 
home in Kapashia, Gazipur. 
He was 79.

“My father died of 
cardiac arrest at 9:40am,” 
Khokan told The Daily Star.

Anwar left behind his 
two sons, two daughters 
and a host of relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn him.

He was laid to eternal 
rest at his family graveyard 
at Ekdala village in 
Kapashia, following his 
namaz-e-janaza at Taraganj 
Bazar after Asr prayers.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina prayed for the 
eternal salvation of 
the departed soul and 
expressed deep sympathy 
to the bereaved family.

Meanwhile, Awami 
League General Secretary 
and Road Transport and 
Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader, among other 
ministers and leaders of 
different political parties 
and organisations expressed 
condolence at the demise 
of Anwar Hossain.

Tamim Iqbal 
FROM PAGE 3

communities that need our 
support.”

While working as 
the National Goodwill 
Ambassador, Tamim will 
have the opportunity to 
see first-hand how WFP, in 
support of the government, 
is working to reach Zero 
Hunger.

Tamim will raise 
awareness about WFP 
programmes in 64 districts, 
covering school feeding, 
nutrition, livelihoods, and 
refugee operations in Cox’s 
Bazar.

“As an accomplished 
athlete, beloved by many 
both inside and outside 
Bangladesh, Tamim brings 
with him not only his 
popularity and reach, 
but his incredible work 
ethic, compassion and 
humanitarian spirit,” says 
Richard Ragan, country 
representative and director 
of WFP Bangladesh.

WFP has been working 
in Bangladesh since 1974 
and has helped more than 
155 million vulnerable and 
food-insecure people. In 
2019, WFP assisted more 
than 1.7 million people in 
the country.

Petition seeks
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contradictory to the fundamental rights of the people and 
also illegal.

The government on Sunday issued a gazette notification 
increasing fares of all buses, including the inter-district 
ones, by 60 percent as the vehicles are allowed to carry half 
passengers of the total seats to maintain physical distance 
amid the Covid-19 outbreak.

The gazette notification said the fares of buses and 
minibuses on long routes will be increased by 60 percent 
on the existing rate (Tk 1.42 per kilometre).

Kuwait 
FROM PAGE 3

Arab Times sources indicated that those companies 
obtained huge sum of money from poor Bangladeshi 
workers. However, their salary does not exceed 70 dinars.

The sources revealed that the officials of those 
companies, despite receiving huge amounts for bringing 
in the workers, exploited the workers by not paying full 
monthly salaries.

DU halts
FROM PAGE 3

Another reason behind the lack of 
coordination could be commercial interest 
of some vested quarters, he said. 

Prof Mamun also said they could have 
conducted research on improving the 
quality of testing kits and on the virus. “The 
testing kits provided by the government 
have some limitations, and we saw several 
faulty results. We could conduct research 
to improve the testing kit quality and the 
testing process,” he said.

A recent graduate of DU’s science faculty, 
who worked at the lab, told this newspaper 
that they worked entirely voluntarily, 
without any payment, and there were no 
hard and fast commitment obligations. 
Preferring not to be named, the volunteer 

said four to six people -- most of them 
alumni of the university -- worked in every 
shift, that started at 9am and sometimes 
went on till 7pm. 

The university provided food, and 
accommodation to those who preferred 
to stay on campus, and transportation to 
those who commuted from home, the 
volunteer said.

However, two others who had worked 
at the lab, denied to comment, even 
anonymously, when contacted by this 
correspondent.

A month after writing to the health 
ministry stating their capacity to run 
coronavirus tests, the DU authorities got 
approval from the ministry on April 27 and 
started testing samples from May 5.

Five ‘JMB men’
FROM PAGE 3

of police Md Hafizul Islam Babu, raided 
Nalikhali area around 3:40am and arrested 
them.

Some five others of the group managed 
to escape, said the Rab official. 

Of the arrestees, Mustafa is already an 
accused in a case filed under Anti-Terrorism 
Act with a Narayanganj police station, said 
Tafiqul.

They were handed over to Muktagachha 
Police Station and a case was lodged under 
the act, Rab sources said.

In primary interrogation, they confessed 
that they are active members of the banned 
militant outfit, they added.

Biplob Kumar Biswas, officer-in-charge 
of the police station, said the arrestees were 
produced before a Mymensingh court that 
sent them to jail.

Suspended DIG prisons 
Bazlur Rashid denied bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday rejected a bail 
petition of suspended Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) of Prisons Bazlur Rashid 
in connection with a corruption case filed 
over amassing Tk 3.08 crore beyond known 
source of income.

The HC bench of Justice Md Nazrul 
Islam Talukder passed the order, as the bail 
petition of Rashid was not properly moved.

The court passed the order after holding 
a virtual hearing on the petition.

Advocate Khurshid Alarm Khan 
represented the Anti-Corruption 
Commission during the virtual hearing.                             

On January 29, a division HC bench 
led by Justice Md Nazrul Islam Talukder 
refused to grant bail to Rashid in the case.

The bench had also directed the ACC to 
finish a probe into the charges against him 
within six months.

ACC arrested Bazlur Rashid in the case 
-- filed with ACC’s Integrated District Office 
-- and showed him arrested in the case on 
October 20 last year.

The following day, the home ministry 
suspended him from service.

According to the case statement, Bazlur 
signed a contract with a real estate company 
in 2018 to buy a flat in the capital’s 
Siddeshwari Road area at Tk 3.09 crore.

Writ petition challenges decision 
to run court proceedings virtually
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Supreme Court lawyer yesterday 
filed a writ petition with the High 
Court, challenging the chief justice’s 
decision to run virtual functions of 
courts across the country. 

Advocate Eunus Ali Akond 
submitted the petition as a public 
interest litigation to the High Court 
through email, seeking stay on the 
circular issued by the Supreme Court 
administration for operating virtual 

court proceedings. 
In the petition, the lawyer prayed to 

the High Court to direct the authorities 
concerned to resume regular activities 
of the courts of the country. 

Citing the petition, Advocate Eunus 
Ali told The Daily Star that there is 
no provision in the constitution and 
Appellant and High Court rules for 
virtual court functions. The petitioners 
must swear an affidavit for filing any 
petition with the Appellate and High 
Court Division as per their relevant 

rules, but there is no scope for swearing 
affidavit in the virtual court functions 
and therefore the virtual court system 
is illegal and unconditional, he said. 

Eunus Ali said the High Court may 
hear on his writ petition today.  

Chief Justice Syed Mahmud 
Hossain on May 30  decided to 
run the functions of all the courts 
including the Appellate and High 
Court Divisions of the Supreme Court 
virtually without physical presence of 
lawyers from May 31 till June 15. 

This hand-washing 

station set up 

by Dhaka Wasa 

at the capital’s 

Farmgate has been 

rendered useless for 

passersby, as the 

tap remains missing 

from the basin. 

Authorities had set 

up the structure 

with good intentions, 

but due to lack of 

maintenance, those 

who have to stay 

outdoors cannot 

avail the valuable 

service amid this 

crisis. This photo 

was taken yesterday.
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