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Masterplan undertaken for 
mosquito control: Taposh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) 
Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh yesterday 
announced a change in the total mosquito 
control activities to speed up the work to 
control the menace in DSCC areas.

Addressing a meeting with DSCC 
officials at Nagar Bhaban, the mayor said 
all will have to do their work effectively and 
change their old mindset. 

Taposh said they will start mosquito 
control activities under a masterplan, which 
was prepared giving utmost importance 
to the issue. “It will not be acceptable if 
anyone does not follow it,” he added.

The mayor said he formed a committee 
headed by health officer Mir Mustafizur 
Rahman and this committee will take 
necessary steps based on the field level 
works and will take necessary assistance 
from local ward councillors in this regard. 
This work will start from June 7, he added. 

Mayor said field level mosquito workers 
will have to do their work sincerely and the 

officials who are responsible for monitoring 
the work will have to perform properly. 

The mayor said 50 percent mosquito 
control works become successful through 
larviciding, which they are also prioritising. 

He also announced plans to start cleaning 
waterbodies from June 14 across the DSCC 
areas. They will also start cleaning of storm 
water drains and surface drains. 

He said the owner/custodian of the 
waterbodies under the DSCC areas is the 
city corporation for which they will not 
wait for other agencies and start the work 
by themselves. If necessary, other agencies 
will contact them in this regard. 

Under the masterplan, DSCC will clean 
all waterbodies and will release tilapia and 
duck there. 

The corporation will also carry out 
larviciding from 9am to 1pm everyday in 
each ward and adulticiding from 2:30pm 
to 6:30pm. Eight workers will remain 
involved in a ward for larviciding and ten 
for adulticiding works, he said. 

Petition seeks stay 
on hiking bus fare
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A rights organisation yesterday filed a writ 
petition with the High Court challenging 
the government’s decision to increase the 
bus fares by 60 percent.

Law and Life Foundation submitted the 
writ petition as public interest litigation 
to the HC through email seeking a stay 
on the gazette notification issued by the 
government hiking bus fares.

The HC may virtually hold a hearing 
on the petition today, Barrister Humayun 
Kabir Pallob, chairman of Law and Life 
Foundation, told The Daily Star.

Citing the petition, the lawyer said 
the middle and low middle class people 
mostly use bus and minibus for transport.

They cannot bear the earlier scheduled 
fares properly, let alone the increased 
ones, he said, adding that they are facing a 
serious financial crisis due to the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

Humayun Kabir Pallob said the 
decision to increase bus fares is 

JS budget session to be 
cut short due to Covid-19
RASHIDUL HASAN

The daily order of business of this year’s 
budget session will be carried out with 
minimum lawmakers in the House, in 
an attempt to maintain social distancing 
and avoid the risk of novel coronavirus 
infection.

Moreover, there will be no question-
answer session for ministers and the prime 
minister in this session. This is becauase it 
will not be possible to prepare the answers 
of the questions asked by the MPs, since the 
respective ministries were on holiday due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, said sources at 
the parliament secretariat.

Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury 
said senior members of parliament have 
been advised not to take part in the session 
considering their age. 

The parliament will be run every day 
with 80-90 lawmakers, so that they can sit 

maintaining distance in compliance with 
the health guidelines. 

As per the rules of parliament 
procedure, the presence of 60 out of 350 
members of parliament is mandatory for 
ensuring a quorum to start the sitting of a 
parliamentary session. 

A whip of ruling Awami League said 
the presence of respective ministers and 
MPs would be ensured in the session on 
particular day when the session will have 
business related to them. 

Presence of other MPs will be 
discouraged, he said, preferring not to be 
named. 

Sources said the chief whip of 
parliament Noor-e-Alam Chowdhury 
would sit in a meeting with all the whips 
soon to take a final decision on the issue, 
including preparing the list of MPs who 
will participate in the session. 

BANGLADESHI MIGRANT WORKERS

Kuwait inquiring into 
‘human trafficking by 
three comapanies’
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Kuwait’s interior ministry has started opening files of three 
major companies on suspicions of human trafficking of 
some 4,000 foreign workers, mostly Bangladeshis.

A report by the Arab Times says the three companies, 
which have many government contracts in various 
ministries, specialise in bringing in Bangladeshi workers 
only in exchange for huge money.

“The competent security services in the Ministry 
of Interior have filtered more files of more than 100 
companies since the announcement by the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior Anas Al-Saleh to open the 
file of residence permits wide and hold those accountable 
who are involved in it,” the daily reported on May 30, 
quoting sources as saying.

Kuwait’s interior ministry referred the files of the 
companies to the public prosecution, after searching and 
investigating them and collecting information having 
evidence of their involvement in this criminal activity.

Five ‘JMB men’ 
held in M’singh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

Rapid Action Battalion 
arrested five alleged 
members of Jamaatul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB) in Muktagachha 
upazila of Mymensingh 
early yesterday.

Some jihadi books, 
leaflets, videos and three 
mobile phones were also 
seized from the arrestees 
-- identified as Monwar 
Hossain Majon (24), 
Sanwar Hossain Sajon 
(24), Shafiqul Islam (43), 
Mustafa (30) and Abdus 
Samad (40), Rab sources 
said.

Md Tafiqul Alam, media 
officer of Rab-14 and 
assistant superintendent 
of police, said on a tip-off, 
a Rab team, led by senior 
assistant superintendent 
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Tamim Iqbal 
named WFP 
ambassador
CITY DESK

Tamim Iqbal, Bangladeshi 
cricket star and current 
captain of the country’s one 
day international team, has 
been appointed as National 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
the United Nations World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
in Bangladesh, said a press 
release.

“I am honoured to 
be named as National 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
WFP -- the UN agency that 
fights hunger worldwide, 
including my own country,” 
said Tamim in the WFP 
statement yesterday.

“While Bangladesh has 
made impressive economic 
growth in recent years, 
poverty is still rampant, 
especially in rural parts of 
the country. For many, the 
current Covid-19 crisis is 
making their lives much 
more challenging. I hope 
to do my part to help WFP 
fight hunger and restore 
hope for families and 
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DU halts Covid-19 

testing at its labs
VC, committee convener and 
member cite differing reasons
ASHIK ABDULLAH APU 

Dhaka University authorities yesterday stopped coronavirus 
testing facilities at its laboratories.

Vice-chancellor Prof Akhtaruzzaman said the decision 
was taken since the university now has to return the 
laboratory apparatus, which were being used in the labs, 
to the respective departments for their academic purpose.

The university notified the  ministry of health of this on 
May 26, and the decision was taken beforehand,  said the 
DU VC.

“It’s a university, not a hospital. The lab apparatus we 
brought from our three departments, need to be returned to 
the departments for their research purpose. The apparatus 
needs to be disinfected and reinstalled to their previous 
places. That’s why coronavirus samples will no longer be 
tested,” Prof Akhtaruzzaman told The Daily Star.

As many as 400 samples were tested per day with two 
PCR machines installed at the lab. The kits and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) were provided by the health 
ministry, and the university bore the other costs for testing.

Convener of the university’s coronavirus  response 
technical committee said they took the decision due to 
financial limitations. 

Talking to The Daily Star, Prof Sharif Akhteruzzaman 
said they need at least Tk 15 to 20 lakh a month to conduct 
the testing; to bear the expenses is difficult and an extra 
pressure on the university, he said. 

“Besides, those working at the laboratories are not being 
provided with sufficient facilities and safety. At least they 
should have been given some incentive. But we did not 
get any response from the ministry after informing them 
about it,” he added.

However, Prof Mamun Ahmed, a member of technical 
committee,  told The Daily Star that testing has been 
stopped due to lack of coordination between the ministry 
and the university administration.

“Health Ministry did not cooperate with the university. 
The university also failed to get what they needed from the 
ministry,” said Prof Mamun.
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Sitting in the trunk of a car, a man makes good use of his leisure, reading a newspaper. At a time 

where misinformation is its own kind of ‘virus’, many still rely on broadsheet newspapers for 

authentic and reliable information. This photo was taken from the capital’s Eskaton on Sunday.
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