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Narayanganj
doctor dies of

Covid-19 at
DMCH

Our CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

A senior consultant of Narayanganj
300-bed hospital, who tested positive
for coronavirus, breathed her last at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital on
Tuesday.

The dead Amen Khatun, 63, was a
senior consultant at the Gynecology
department of the 300-bed hospital,
said Narayanganj Civil Surgeon
Imtiaz.

Amen, also the director of Amen
General Hospital in Narayanganj,
died at 11:30am on Tuesday. She
tested positive for Covid-19 nine days
before her death, the civil surgeon
said.

M Abdul Bashar Siddiq, son of
Amen, said his mother had been
suffering from fever and breathing
difficulties for at least 15 days.

After isolating herself at home
for a day, she took admission to the
DMCH on May 21, where she had
been placed on ventilator support,
Siddiq said.

Boat capsize
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rescued, he added.

The accident took place around
2:00 pm near Shthalchar area in
Sirajganj’s Chowhali upazila as a boat
overturned with around 80 people on
board.

A total of 57 people swamashore
while police and firefighters
rescued five bodies on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, police yesterday
recovered five more bodies after
they surfaced on the river banks in
different areas in the upazila.

Rashidul Islam, officer-in-charge
of Chowhali Police Station, said
two bodies were recovered from
Azimuddin Mor area and one each
from Sthalchar, Ghushuria and
Jotpara areas.

“Locals informed us after noticing
the bodies floating in the river,” he
said.

The overcrowded boat lost its
balance after being hit by strong
waves, said Dewan Moudud Ahmed,
upazila nirbahi officer of Chowhali.

Most of the passengers were job
seekers and poor people who were
returning to the capital and its
adjoining districts after Eid holiday,
said Nazrul Islam, chairman of
Sthalchar union.

The boat was carrying the
passengers to Pakuriaghat in Tangail,
he said.

China backs
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Dozens of protesters gathered in a
shopping mall to chant slogans but
there was no repeat of disturbances
the previous day when police made
360 arrests as thousands took to the
streets in anger over the anthem bill
and the national security legislation
proposed by China.

Last year, the city was rocked
for months by often violent pro-
democracy demonstrations over an
unsuccessful bid to introduce a law
governing extradition to China.

The Chinese government'’s security
law for the city is fuelling fear in
Hong Kong and beyond that Beijing
is imposing its authority and eroding
the high degree of autonomy the
former British colony has enjoyed
under a “one country, two systems”
formula since it returned to Chinese
rule in 1997.

Members of China’s mostly
rubberstamp parliament, the
National People’s Congress, in the
Great Hall of the People to the west
of Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, burst
into prolonged applause when the
tally showed 2,878 votes to one
in favour of moving forward with
legislation, with six abstentions.

Details of the law are expected
to be drawn up in coming weeks.

It is expected to be enacted before
September.

Chinese authorities and the
Beijing-backed government in Hong
Kong say there is no threat to the
city’s autonomy and the new law
would be tightly focused.

China’s Premier Li Keqiang said
the law would be good for Hong
Kong's long-term stability and
prosperity and the “one country, two
systems” formula would remain a
national policy.

Conflict between China and the
United States would harm both
sides while both stand to gain
from cooperation, he told a news
conference.

Hong Kong's Beijing-backed leader
Carrie Lam said her government
would work with Beijing to complete
the legislative work as soon as
possible.

“The law will not affect the rights
and freedoms enjoyed by Hong Kong
residents,” she said in a statement
welcoming the Chinese parliament’s
vote.

Democracy campaigners in the city
were despondent, however.

“This is the death knell for Hong
Kong, make no mistake of it, this is
the end of ‘one country, two systems’
... the Hong Kong that we loved, a
free Hong Kong,” pro-democracy
lawmaker Dennis Kwok told
reporters.
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Safety net spending to be higher
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of “new poor” representing an
additional 22.9 percent of the
population that needed to be brought
within the discussion on poverty.

The situation prompted the
government to beef up social safety
net spending.

The allocation per beneficiary
would not go up in terms of amount;
rather, the number of beneficiaries
would increase.

The government is boosting the
allocation for eight core safety net
programmes, especially those of food-
based ones.

There are 81 lakh beneficiaries
under the schemes and that number
will rise by 10 lakh.

The number of widows, destitute
and deserted women entitled to Tk
500 per month support from the
government would increase by 8.5
lakh. Another 2.5 lakh would be
added to the list of the financially
insolvent disabled, who receive Tk
750 a month, said officials of the
finance and social welfare ministries.

The number of beneficiaries
receiving maternity allowance would
go up by 10 percent. Currently,
750,000 individuals get such a

payment. The increase in the number
of beneficiaries would largely happen
in 100 poverty-prone upazilas in
northern and central districts under
a government plan aiming to ensure
100 percent social safety net coverage
from the current 40 percent, the
officials said.

The government is aiming to spend
a majority of the financial support
coming from the development
partners for the safety net purposes.
The donors are also placing emphasis
on expanding spending for the poor
and the vulnerable.

“The increase was expected as many
new poor have been created because
of the coronavirus fallout,” Hossain
Zillur Rahman, executive chairman
of the PPRC, told The Daily Star
yesterday.

According to the economist, there
are two aspects of the safety net
programmes: one is allocation and
the other is delivering the support to
intended beneficiaries.

“The second aspect is very
important because leakage is a major
problem for us.”

The ongoing safety net programmes
should continue. At the same time,
the government should step up to

introduce schemes for the urban poor
as most of the programmes target
beneficiaries in the rural areas, he said.

Safety net programmes in
Bangladesh have been contributing
to the reduction of poverty and
vulnerability by addressing a range of
population groups through different
forms of assistance, says the World
Bank.

These include the provision of
income security for the elderly,
widows, and persons-with-disabilities,
generating temporary employment
for working age men and women, and
supporting the healthy development
of young mothers and children.

Bill Gates conspiracy
theories echo
through Africa

AFP, Johannesburg

As the novel coronavirus wreaks
global havoc, Bill Gates is the new
bete noire for conspiracy theorists
worldwide including in Africa where
a Kenyan politician’s false online post
has added major fuel to the spread of
misinformation.

Another cop dies from Covid-19
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after he tested Covid-19 positive, Dr
Emdadul Haque, superintendent of
police at Central Police Hospital, told
The Daily Star.

Rasel of Bagerhat left behind his
wife, son, and a host of relatives to
mourn his death.

On May 24, Razu Ahmed, an
inspector of Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime unit of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, breathed his last
at the Central Police Hospital's ICU.

Hailed from Chandpur, Razu left
behind his wife, a son, and a daughter.

Earlier, constables Nekbar Hossain,
Naimul Haque, Jalal Uddin Khoka,
Mokhlesur Rahman Asheq Mahmud,
and Jasim Uddin; Nayek Mamunur
Rashid, Assistant Sub-inspector
Raghunath Roy; ASI Abdul Khaleq; Sub-
inspector Sultanul Arefin; SI Mosharraf
Hossain, SI Mujibur Rahman Talukder;
and SI Nazir Uddin died from Covid-19.

Meanwhile, the number of infected
police personnel reached 4,258 till

yesterday noon. At least 1,514 of them
are from Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
according to Police Headquarters.

Of the infected, 1,378 recovered till
yesterday, and many of them joined
their work.

Nearly 5,000 others are in isolation
and quarantine across the country.

The authorities have recently
booked Impulse private hospital to
treat their members as the Central
Police Hospital is struggling to deal
with a huge number of patients.

Australia-Bangladesh
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of  Bangladesh  towards the
government and people of Australia
for their invaluable support during
the freedom struggle of Bangladesh.
The Australian Foreign Minister
Nigel Hubert Bowen assures that his
country will support Bangladesh’s
membership in the UN and other
international bodies. Later, he calls
on Prime Minister Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at his official
residence.

TRI-PARTY NATIONAL COMMITTEE
TO TACKLE NATIONAL CRISIS

It is reported that a tri-party national
committee comprising members
of Awami League, NAP (Muzaffar

group) and Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) will be formed
to tackle the emergency problems
in the country. CPB President Moni
Singh and NAP President Muzaffar
Ahmed today call on Bangabandhu
to discuss formation of the National
Committee. Muzaffar Ahmed shares
with journalists that the committee
will primarily deal with pressing
issues such as price hike, hoarding,
corruption, smuggling and law
enforcement. CPB and NAP will work
hand in hand with the government at
all levels except joining the Cabinet,
he adds.

KEROSENE DISTRIBUTION
THROUGH RATION SHOPS

Kerosene  will be  distributed
through ration shops in Dhaka and
Narayanganj, says a government press
note today. It will be sold at Tk 2.75
per gallon.

USAID OFFICIALS CALL ON
BANGABANDHU

A delegation of USAID officials
led by the organisation’s Deputy
Director Donald G. MacDonald
calls on Bangabandhu today at his
official residence. In the 45-minute
long meeting they discuss various
issues, including ongoing relief and
rehabilitation works in Bangladesh.

SOURCE: May 30, 1972 issue of
Dainik Bangla.

‘Can’t get the smell

FROM PAGE 1

about an hour -- we had no idea. He
woke up by himself, came out on his
own and informed us that he had
blacked out but could not remember
what happened. But [because he was]
lying on the wet floor for so long,
we suspected that he had contracted
pneumonia,” said Andre.

They got a coronavirus test done
by the IEDCR, which ultimately
pronounced him negative, but he was
still rejected by several private hospitals
on grounds of his pneumonia-like
symptoms. In the meantime, he had a
second stroke.

“United Hospital agreed to take him,
but on one condition -- that he must
stay in the isolation unit. We showed
them the IEDCR test result but they said
false negatives pop up all the time. We
agreed to take the risk just because this
was the only private hospital agreeing to
treat him,” said Andre.

The hospital did a second
coronavirus test the same day. The
results came on May 27, hours before
the fire took his life.

“We called the lab head and got
to know that he is negative. Around
5:00pm, we went to the hospital and
tried to convince them to move my
father [to another ward] but the doctors
in the isolation unit said they have to
wait for the hard copy of the results
before they can process the transfer,”
informed Andre. He spent the next four
hours trying to get the hard copy to the
hands of the isolation unit doctors.

“Around 9:40 pm, my wife wrote
a letter for my father and sent it via
text message. | was waiting outside the
isolation unit, hoping that I would be
be able to show him the letter.”

That's when Andre first saw the
spark in the air conditioning unit. The
unit is designed is such a way that the
first room that the entryway leads to
is the doctor’s station and the second
inner room was where the patients
were kept. Vernon was in bed number
3.

“We heard them [the patients]
shouting and screaming inside. They
[hospital authorities] opened the
door and I saw a spark in the AC.
They called maintenance, and nobody
responded. A minute later, the AC
sparked again, louder. There was an
empty bed under the AC where paper
files were kept and I asked them to
quickly move the bed,” said Andre,
who, being an electric engineer, knew
how such fires can spread.

Nobody heeded to his request, he
claimed, and all the staffers came out
of the room.

“The sparks fell on the floor and
a ward staffer rushed in with a wet
mop to smother the electric fire but
the mop probably had disinfectant on
it, so the fire spread in a split second

from the floor to the bed with the
files,” he said. The ward staff threw the
mop away and ran out.

This was at 9:50pm, according to
the Fire Service and Civil Defence
Department.

However, since the incident, United
Hospital authorities have said the fire
might have originated from a short
circuit and spread quickly “as it was
windy”.

“I was screaming and saying my
father is inside and [requesting that]
somebody please do something. I was
thinking of going inside, but how?
There was so much smoke and the
flames had engulfed the room. My
father was probably calling out to us
and we could not go in,” he said.

His brother-in-law ran to the
emergency ward and people arrived
with fire extinguishers. “I grabbed a
fire extinguisher to try and clear a path
to my father, but the flames were too
big,” described Andre.

It took the fire service’s full effort to
extinguish the flames.

“As they brought out the bodies
one by one, I ran behind the bodies,
taking off the sheets to find my father.
The bodies were so burnt, it took
us several rounds of inspecting the
bodies to find my dad,” described
Andre.

He recognised his father from the
pacemaker he had in his heart. “I saw
a body with the pacemaker burnt and
popping out of the chest. I cried out,
‘this is papa, this is papa’. When he was
alive, he had a head full of hair and a
moustache. His whole face was bald,
burnt and black,” narrated Andre, his
voice breaking in agony.

“I can’t get the smell of my own
father’s burnt body out of my head.”

Vernon Anthony Paul, born in
1945, was a freedom fighter and was
a part of the Air Force during the
Liberation War. He was a prisoner
of war in Quetta, Pakistan and
was released and returned to an
independent  Bangladesh, = where
he built a life working in private
organisations.

He retired in 2003 from DHL.
He left behind a wife, a son and a
daughter.

Danish robot
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Lab at the University of Southern
Denmark worked around the clock to
produce the prototype of the robot.

They said the goal was to create
something that would reduce the risk
of infection for healthcare staff when
carrying out throat swabs.

Professor Thiusius Rajeeth
Savarimuthu of SDU Robotics,
developed the robot after talking to
healthcare workers - it was his first
project after Covid-19 appeared.

Zafarullah stable at home
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Dr Zafrullah has been trying to get
government approval for Rapid Dot
Blot, a Covid-19 test kit developed by a
group of researchers at Gonoshasthaya
Kendra in March this year.

Rapid Dot Blot can test for both
antigen and antibodies. Dr Zafrullah
was first tested for antigens on May
24 and then for antibodies on May 26
and tested positive for both.

RT-PCR test at the Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) on May 27 also found the
same result.

Dr Zafrullah, also a kidney
patient, is being treated at home
while periodically undergoing kidney
dialysis at Gonoshasthaya Nagar
Hospital in an isolated unit.

On the advice of doctors, he first
underwent plasma therapy on May 26.
Covid-19 patients develop antibodies
and can donate plasma two weeks
after recovery.

Men aged between 18 and 55 and
women of the same age who have
never been pregnant can donate
plasma, which can be transplanted
into the people infected with the
coronavirus.

DGDA ASKS GONOSHASTHAYA
NOT TO DO COVID-19 TESTS

The Directorate General of Drug
Administration (DGDA) has asked
Gonoshasthaya Pharmaceuticals not
to conduct tests using the Rapid Dot
Blot kit.

Gonoshasthaya
had received approval

Pharmaceuticals
from the

Bangladesh Medical Research Council
to conduct tests for its internal
validation and was scheduled to start
tests of at least 50 suspected patients
at the Gonoshasthaya Nagar Hospital
on a daily basis from May 26.

However, the DGDA in a letter to
the Gonoshasthaya Pharmaceuticals
on May 25 asked it not to go for
tests as the kits are currently under
performance trial at the BSMMU.

“As of now, we have not received
a report of the performance study
by the BSMMU. The decision on the
registration of the kit will be taken
only after receiving the performance
study report,” said the letter signed by
Md Rafiqul Islam, assistant director of
DGDA on behalf of the DG.

The DGDA therefore requests
that the kit not be used for testing
for Covid-19 and not be supplied or
marketed.

“Following the DGDA letter, we
have refrained from conducting tests as
part of the trial,” said Gonoshasthaya
Pharmaceuticals Managing Director
and coordinator of Rapid Dot Blot
project Mohid Ullah Khondoker.

However, he said they have
requested the DGDA for emergency
use authorisation so that they can be
better prepared for mass production
of the kit immediately after getting
approval.

“We also sought pre-approval for
import of reagents from the DGDA so
that we can quickly go for importing
materials once we have DGDA
approval,” he told The Daily Star.

Pandemic rages
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University tally.

Lockdowns in some form will
remain necessary until a vaccine or
treatment is available, experts have
warned, but many governments are
under immense pressure to provide
relief as businesses and citizens
grow weary and resentful of mass
confinement.

Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil's far-right
president and a Trump ally, has
slammed stay-at-home orders and
played down the threat of the virus,
saying the economic fallout of
lockdowns causes more damage than
the disease itself.

But infections in Brazil have surged
past 411,000, and similar bad news
continues to emerge from other South
American countries.

Peru logged a record 6,154 new
cases in a 24-hour period, with its
virus response coordinator Pilar
Mazzetti warning that “difficult days,

difficult weeks are coming.”

Worried relatives outside the
Sabogal Hospital in the capital Lima
were unable to enter to see loved ones
suffering from Covid-19, with some
begging the guards for information.

“I want to talk to a doctor and
they don't let me know,” said Liset
Villanueva, granddaughter of a
coronavirus patient.

“They don’t say anything, they don't
call, they don’t explain anything...
What is he suffering from?”

The 79 new cases in South Korea
come as life appeared to be returning
to normal following an extensive
“trace, test and treat” program.

Social distancing rules had been
relaxed earlier this month, but
following the spike -- centred around
the densely-populated capital Seoul
-- authorities ordered some of them
be re-imposed, and for museums,
parks and galleries to close again from
today.

NGO AT AETA T

T TG 8 72 72 IO FRET

chakoria@uhfpo.dghs.qov.bd

MAF T3 TATIITN/ 65/ ATAAA/055-20/989

R v faesfe

AR SFTAAT W2 (00Y), AR ARPCITS [T (Yo0b) ¢ AR FHefHB ALANLATIZ € FeERE T TGP
AT AT TS SAT Y @ 213 2 Tl S, vafaar, FHEAraE < Fmaard &Sy wrg ofsdae 2055-20%0
wdf qerad gy falire Faaare S0 aReETea A (Efere e AfEee faedfatn) w/srares e aueerer Adt Saeated
SfSEOrT™y IRFAAT AFS P/ FRAETEl /g dfedian b 22 fme e @reee egfefes suwena

wifdRs Y /e/0%0

FE 4l 237 |

FIATE M2 9979 Ufere 2309 |

2t |

fafE-rou

FFIHIFS QT T2 SAE 3 TRCSCE |
5 wEeETE/ fefeem 1Yy '@ “AfFar I AT, WY G e |
] TRATESF YR A ST A € A Yl FASOE PR, SR, FEAE |
o VAT HS TE vae@ w06 (SBUN); TATER W AL TIS SIS S[[ET P TS |
8 SEAFFS FEE €34 AT A AGATZ (2P Fofew) |
@ Es /S T Y SV TS AHFS A6/ A AGT/CFaT A0S FAHFS 99 |
q P ST S eifeq (G B SRIF OO FNATE Yo% A (& fefew craewm)
AT TEOFGE (@ (FF LT =4 TS T GrEs /(o TeILad e &= frs
23709 |
br HAMISI (97T VRE A GG SRR ACS |
) epoffefgs e faamd ¢ | oo (2fehum affge @9¢o@) sooo/- Bl
weEd  dfc o6 @9 | @9 (AT 38901S) Sooo/- T
(STFTSTATT) a9 (i) ago/- Bl
&FA- (S, PSS, A1) qGo/- G
apoi-g (@R ¢ farmers , aE e ¢ 2% (o)) aco/- B
SF7-5 (SFTEIEeE ¢ e AMAT) a¢o/- B |
So WaoE G ((FToEET) &F7-F (Aeooo/- GI); 74 (¢oooo BTH); &F4-9 (3¢ooco/- B); &F4-9 (2¢ooo/-
Brl); @98 (Soooo BIF); &F9-5 (doooo/- BaT) |
) ey fawa 3w, B, | Sovmen @y e o o wfedE wEm, vefdmn s g wifed zi3te
HAY & (<9 ©ifed 30 /0b /203032 SIfFd AFE Sooo ABH! T30E F24 oX:oo 6w #HE (FRfa gfoa e
[es) |
3 WA RN B, N € (NF | TGl G € g OB THSS[E DA, b, IHAGE 47 qAFe wadd qArH
wifae 38/0u /203032 TIfFd FAFE Sooo TGS 2206 9 d2:00 AHF #7F |
3o VENE qF CAFE G, Sifad | TS WY € o oAy FHEOE FAE, b, FHEAGE, 38/ob/2020%8 IfTd I
S FY >3:90 9HST (4T wae@mrerIed e, 1 @7 THfge AnE) |
58 GG A @ RS | SF4eiE GRS/ FE WG9 S AR SrEd v/ Sened 2309 A4S e
LT TS T ST |
R e

O VEOEE T @@ S AT (FIE T-3-2953-0000-20%Y FIEI AT [T e ST 1w FmEALS b
P Sraneiias HwEe wifie s vaoe sraz sfare 2309 | weead S vara HteE vifee seaae w9 289 |
VAR GNECSd BTl SATEE AYY @ 43 A FAF], P, FEAGR G TG TAH SFAGE @ (FF GRF S
e gwm eIty 237e vaoE VIR SIfred W0y Ireae 1T GIFG/ (o SICH O 40 RaeEs ALe wikE FEre
2379 | VEAET 990 @ (@ S G SATEE WY € oz oy FHESE FHET, bR, FIAGHE @F ZAR W1 2re S0
M | FH9G PR S5/ FETTF T ABZICET @@l SET 1 WA FRS Y6/ (A-SC $3l/@ye ewifis 220
e AL & waeid 1ot R a6y 2304 9 SR/ oA fera SIasger el 9ze w4 A2 |

O FEAF (I I WA FFOWE @ (@ A 7 vaei@ a2 I MO FSl TRTFT T | Sad FrEeo qa
0 Srafie wesia R e S« oi@ netEd (Ife« @ea ML =i 2304 | HaeE 9 (e WA et g
T E30E ~ae! AT TSR WEeid (AT arzeirarey wifad afer fafoe 2309 | ©ra e e g wefaaEe aifea |

O Yy WiWER/Ag ¢ AfTER T TR 220S G NG AT 1 Ay T 2809 @R endrey cwra e w516 @ B

O guy ANl AF-IE Aed WG IR FFA AMAe ‘S wfe, wwm ww ot @ owE @mEG g
ARG AR @ @eEEhe niike e 2809 | FaaEge 894 ¢ f[-qrers MEd (WM AeeaEd ofey 2300

O G bIfEnl W SR em Ste W9z SifEne Sfeie (@ B MENE (ST4E) @ FEro 4 I GIR T
TEANE Goa @ Fares 4 7t G2 GEi vanreridre ey g TFNE/ 9 THeaE S99 SHE eve e

TofrerT gy ¢ “AfTar wAfawgEr FFEd!

Tlg (IRAW *{1RTer




