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TERRITORIAL DISPUTE
Nepal defers
map plan
after Indian
fury

NDTV ONLINE

Nepal has for now iced a
new map that was cleared
by its parliament and
places within its own
borders a stretch of land
high in the mountains that
India claims as its own. A
discussion in its parliament
n Wednesday to clear a
constitutional amendment
that would formalize

the new map has been
deferred, reported news
agency ANL.

The map was cleared last
week, provoking a fierce
reaction from India, which
described the move as
“unilateral” and not based
on historical facts. “Such
artificial enlargement of
territorial claims will not be
accepted by India,” Anurag
Srivastava, spokesperson
for the Foreign Ministry,
said last week.

Nepal claims the
territory, which touches
the border with China,
under an 1816 treaty with
the East India Company.
That agreement, according
to Kathmandu, sets the
River Kali as its western
boundary with India and
says the land lying east of
the river is its territory.

The new map that shows
a sliver of land - including
areas like Limpiyadhura,
Lipulekh and Kalapani
- jutting out from the
northwestern tip of Nepal
was made public a week
ago.

Nepal's aggressive new
move was combined with
its prime minister KP
Sharma Oli blaming India
for infecting his country
with coronavirus.

The map and a
constitutional amendment
followed India opening an
80-km-long road linking
Uttarakhand with Lipulekh
on the border with Tibet.
The road stretches across the
disputed piece of land and
makes easier and shorter the
journey for Hindu pilgrims
who travel to Kailash
Mansarover in Tibet.
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‘All-out combat’ or another flare- up?

AGENCIES

When Indian and Chinese soldiers
brawled at Pangong lake in Ladakh on
May 5—a punch-up serious enough to
leave at least 11 in hospital—General
MM Naravane, India’s army chief, was
unworried.

Three days later and nearly 1,200km
(745 miles) away to the east along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC), another
fight erupted at Nathu La Pass in the
Indian state of Sikkim after Indian
soldiers stopped a patrol party from
China’s People’s Liberation Army
(PLA).

Such “temporary and short-duration
face-offs” happened from time to time
at such remote stretches of the two
countries’ 3,500km border, Naravane
said. Both sides had “disengaged”.
But a week later he dashed north to
the headquarters of his 14th Corps in
nearby Leh, the state capital, suggesting
that something more serious was afoot.

According to Indian press accounts,
thousands of Chinese troops have
crossed the disputed border with India

CHINA-INDIA

Border dispute

building of a new runway suitable for
warplanes.

In response, the Indian army has
moved several battalions from an
infantry division usually based in the
Ladakh city of Leh to “operational
alert areas” along the border, and
reinforcement  troops have been
brought in, reported The Guardian.

On Tuesday, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held talks with the
three services chiefs and the National
Security Adviser amid the worst India-
China border tensions since the 2017
Doklam standoff that continued for 73
days.

On the same day, Chinese President
Xi Jinping ordered the military to scale
up its battle preparedness, visualising
the worst-case scenarios and asked
them to resolutely defend the country’s
sovereignty. He however did not
mention any specific threat.

Though US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday offered to mediate the
standoff, both India and China have
traditionally opposed any outside

India and China share 1-{\EEIkm-bng land border, most of which remain disputed.
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at several points, some reportedly
penetrating 3-4km over punishing
Himalayan terrain. Many are said
to have destroyed Indian posts and
bridges, and dug in with tents and
trenches. At least 10,000 PLA soldiers
are now believed to be camping on
what India claims to be its territory -
Pangong Tso Lake, Galwan Valley and
Demchok in Ladakh, and Nathu La in
Sikkim.

According to satellite footage
published by the Indian news channel
NDTV, there has been large-scale
construction work at a Chinese military
airbase less than 120 miles from the
border in recent weeks, including the

involvement in their matters and are
unlikely to accept any US mediation,
experts said.

China’s ambassador to India, Sun
Weidong, struck a conciliatory note,
saying the two Asian countries should
not let their differences overshadow the
broader bilateral relationship.

The two countries are engaged in
talks to defuse the border crisis, an
Indian government source said. “These
things take time, but efforts are on at
various levels, military commanders as
well as diplomats,” the source said.

With little information shared by
the two countries, media reports have
speculated on the reasons behind the

This photo taken on September 14, 2018, shows a general view of the
Pangong Lake in Leh district of Union territory of Ladakh bordering India and

China.

latest border standoff.

One reason, analysts say, is India’s
infrastructure building activities along
the LAC. In the past 10 years, India has
been boosting its border infrastructure,
withnewroadsand airbasesinaugurated
in remote Himalayan areas. Interviews
with former Indian military officials
and diplomats confirm that.

“Today, with our infrastructure reach
slowly extending into areas along the
LAC, the Chinese threat perception
is raised,” said former Indian foreign
secretary Nirupama Rao.

“Xi Jinping's China is the proponent
of a hard line on all matters of territory,
sovereignty. India is no less when it
comes to these matters either,” she
said.

The high-altitude border has been
aggressively contested and heavily
militarised since 1962 when China
launched an offensive into Indian
territory, sparking a short but bloody
war. But post-1990s, a series of
agreements between the two countries
have reduced tension considerably,
though border skirmishes are common
along the LAC.

Ashok K Kantha, a former Indian
ambassador to China and now director
of the Institute of Chinese Studies
based in Delhi, told The Guardian
that the recent incursions and border
aggressions from China were “far from
routine occurrences”.

He said: “This escalation is serious;
I don't think this is just a localised
incident. China’s behaviour is more
aggressive this time, backed up by a
fairly large number of troops, which is
not typical of this border where troop
levels tend to be low on both sides. It
could be a territorial claim or part of
a wider messaging to India that they

PHOTO: AFP

need to be more mindful of China on
sensitive geopolitical issues.”

Some analysts have also suggested
that the Chinese border assertion
was a way to divert global attention
from its handling of the coronavirus
pandemic and from the disturbing
developments in Xinjiang, Hong
Kong and Taiwan.

Most analysts in New Delhi believe
that China’s actions on the border have
been prompted by two factors: one, to
send a message to India that it should
not join the United States’ campaign
for an international probe into China'’s
handling of Covid-19 virus and that
New Delhi should not back Taiwan’s
bid to get back observer status in the
World Health Organization.

India’s recent decision to stop
automatic government clearance to
Chinese investments in India post-
Covid-19 pandemic has also not gone
down well in Beijing, analysts point out.

Moreover, India’s support for Tibet
and its growing defence and security
ties with the US, Japan and Australia
have irked Beijing more. Meanwhile,
China’s increasingly closer ties with
Pakistan and Nepal have not pleased
New Delhi, either.

Amid economic downturn due to
coronavirus pandemic, analysts say,
both countries can’t afford a widespread
conflict now.

But some say leadership of both the
countries can initiate an international

conflict to divert attention from
the domestic woes. With millions
unemployed, businesses shut, a

territorial conflict may take the focus
away for some time.

And, they say, if the current standoff
escalates, a war, however distant a
possibility, is a possibility.

Two women hold up
posters of the US
flag and a depiction
of President Donald
Trump during a
rally in a shopping
mall in Hong Kong
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GROWING DISPUTES

The US-China relationship -- seen by many as
the defining global power dynamic of the 21st
century -- is no stranger to confrontation and
discord, but rarely has their rivalry played out on
so many critical fronts as it is now. Here are some
of the main areas of current dispute between the
two powers:

Coronavirus: US President Trump has accused
Beijing of a lack of transparency over the
coronavirus outbreak in the Chinese ity of Wuhan,
before it exploded into a global pandemic
that has hit the United States harder than any
other nation. China has furiously denied the
allegations, warning that they were pushing
tensions to the “brink of a new Cold War".

Trade: Trump has long been angered by what he
has described as China’s unfair trade advantage
over the United States, also accusing Beijing
of not curbing intellectual property theft. He
launched his trade war in early 2018 in a bid
to end what he saw as “rip-off” deals with
China, and escalating tit-for-tat tariffs ended
up engulfing two-way trade worth hundreds of
billions of dollars.

Huawei: Chinese tech titan Huawei has been
the target of an escalating US campaign to
isolate it internationally, with Washington

accusing it of stealing American trade secrets

and warning Beijing could use its equipment to
spy on global telecommunications. Huawei has
strenuously rejected the charges.

Hong Kong: The US State Department on
Wednesday revoked the special trade status
enjoyed by international financial hub Hong

Kong, saying the city was no longer sufficiently

autonomous from China. The move was sparked

by the Chinese plan -- approved yesterday-- to
impose a national security law on the city.

Uighurs: The Trump administration has been
outspoken in its criticism of the detention of
more than one million Uighur Muslims and
other minorities in China’s Xinjiang region.

Uighur activists and witnesses have said
China is trying to forcibly assimilate them by
punishing basic Islamic practices and wiping
out their culture.

Taiwan: China sees self-governing, democratic
Taiwan as a part of its territory to be assimilated
one day, by force if necessary. But Washington
is the island’s main ally and arms supplier --
without diplomatic recognition -- and Beijing
has bristled at any weapons sales or high-level
contacts between the US and Taiwan.

South China Sea: The US and China have also
clashed over the South China Sea, a resource-
rich waterway that is also the source of intense
dispute in the region. China claims most of the
sea and has built artificial islands to strengthen
its power in the region.
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