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A talisman for Mashrate,
and now the nation

MazHAR UDDIN
A bracelet that former
Bangladesh captain
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza

looked to for luck for most
of his international career
will now also bring some
succour for many in dire
straits as the country fights the coronavirus
pandemic. Mashrafe had put the talisman
up for auction to aid in the battle against the
virus, and it was bought on Sunday by the
Bangladesh Leasing and Finance Companies
Association (BLFCA) for a whopping Tk 42
lakh.

That was not the end of the delight for
Mashrafe, as BLFCA chairman Mominul
Islam announced that the bracelet would be
returned to the fast bowler as a gift.

Mashrafe’s bracelet was placed on auction
at a base price of Tk 5 lakh on Sunday, but
BLFCA bought the iconic cricketer’s bracelet
- which he has worn for nearly 18 years -- for
a whopping Tk 42 lakh.

For many it might be just a steel bracelet
but Mashrafe has had it since when he was
just another cricketer, and it has worn it
through thick and thin, ups and downs, on
the path to becoming one of the legends of
Bangladesh cricket.

Mashrafe had ordered the item through
one of his friends’ uncles 18 years ago, and
wanted his name written on it.

Mashrafe has rarely removed the bracelet

over the years, the exception being his trips
to the operation theatre for surgery on his
troublesome knee. But even then he was not
comfortable for even a minute without the
bracelet, which over the years has become a
trademark of the most successful ODI captain
of the country.

“There have only been a few times when
I removed this bracelet. But whenever I
removed it, [ felt there is something missing
from my body and did not feel comfortable
at all. I have always felt that this is my lucky
charm. It is hard for me to explain what this
bracelet means to me,” Mashrafe said.

Those who have followed Mashrafe’s
career closely will also know how important
the bracelet is for the Narail Express. Mashrafe
adjusting his bracelet before while talking
at press conferences or even before starting
his run-up has become part of the Mashrafe
experience.

It is always difficult for anyone to give
away something very close to the heart and
it is the same for Mashrafe, who has always
been known to respect the role that luck plays
and has played in his career.

Mashrafe, who is now also a member of
parliament, has been working hard to help the
people of his hometown in Narail during this
coronavirus pandemic. Mashrafe auctioned
the bracelet to raise funds for people affected
by the Covid-19 outbreak, and the entire sum
of Tk 42 lakh will be donated to his Narail
Express Foundation.

Apart from his duty as a member of
parliament Mashrafe has been helping the
people in need through his foundation
personally, and hence the decision to part
with one of his more treasured possessions to
stand beside the people in this testing time.

“I would like to thank you (chairman of
the BLFCA) along with others involved in this
auction. The main reason behind putting this
bracelet up for auction was to help the people
who are suffering from this pandemic. The
intention for all of us is the same -- to help
people in need and I hope that the Almighty
will fulfil our wishes,” said Mashrafe.

[t's like old man’s
football, says Mueller

AFP, BERLIN

Thomas Mueller joked
that the  Bundesliga
Ld without fans feels like
“old man'’s football, 7pm,
under floodlights” after

Bayern Munich brushed
BUNDESLIGA aside Union Berlin 2-0
behind closed doors on Sunday.

A first-half Robert Lewandowski penalty
and a late Benjamin Pavard header sealed
Bayern's win in front of empty terraces in
wBerlin.

The result leaves defending champions
Bayern four points clear as the German
league restarted this weekend after a two-
month hiatus due to the COVID-19 virus.

Poland star Lewandowski reached 40
goals for the campaign in all competitions
as Bayern restored their four-point lead over
Borussia Dortmund.

Dortmund, who thrashed Schalke 4-0 in
the Ruhr derby on Saturday, host Bayern in
a pivotal fixture on May 26, another game
that will be behind closed doors in line with
the league’s strict hygiene guidelines.

However, Mueller admitted it was strange
to play Union behind closed doors at their
compact Alten Foersterei stadium, which
is usually packed with 22,000 passionate
home fans.

“It felt a bit like the atmosphere you
get for old man’s football, 7pm, under
floodlights, but as soon as the ball started to
roll, the game took our focus,” said Mueller.

The Bundesliga became the first top
European league to resume this weekend,
using draconian hygiene guidelines, regular

testing of players and insisting on games in
near-empty stadiums.

Hugging, embracing and handshakes
were also banned.

“There were a few butterflies before
the restart, wondering how it would go,
like before the first game of the season in
August,” said Mueller.

“I wasn't worried about anything going
wrong, everything was explained clearly
to us. “Union Berlin, just like us, were well
prepared, no handshakes before kick-off etc.”

Mueller said the defending champions
were just happy to win their first game after
the restart to keep them on course for an
eighth consecutive league title.

“We came here with the goal of getting
the three points,” added Mueller. “We had a
bit more security after the second goal.”

Robert Lewandowski bagged his 26th
league goal this season as Bayern
Munich eased to a 2-0 win at Union
Berlin on Sunday.
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Players of defending Bangladesh Premier League champions Bashundhara Kings,
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like others, were frustrated with the abandonment of the football season.

Booters frustrated with
season closure

ANISUR RAHMAN

s Terming  Bangladesh
& Football Federation'’s
= , (BFF)  decision to

n abandon the rest of the
e 2019-20 season as poor
and an outcome of bad
judgement, the national footballers
have claimed to be in the dark
regarding their contract renewals
with clubs. The clubs have, however,
demanded to retain the services of
the same players in the new season.

“Football league is our lone bread
and butter and now we won't be able
to earn any money. I dont know
what will happen in future regarding
our unpaid salaries. But I will take a
decision after watching the activities
of senior footballers,” said national
winger Rakib Hossain, who also
mentioned that the abandonment of
Bangladesh Premier League will see
most players suffer financially.

“I think the federation just
followed rules and demands of the
clubs, not seeing the whole picture.
This decision will put many players
in trouble. As far as I know, most
clubs except for a few big one have
not even paid 20 per cent of contract
money to the players. The clubs
should clear the due payments to the
players, who don't even want to seek
help due to social status,” said Saif SC

and national team defender Rahmat
Mia, who also wanted to wait for the
actions of the senior players.

“Following the closure of the
season, it is very tough for the
players to keep their fitness and the
players faced much trouble both
fitness-wise and financially. To be
honest, we invested all money in
projects or in treating family’s sick
members when we got the payment
from the clubs. So, if the clubs want
money back, it will be an injustice,”
said Bashundhara Kings winger and
national team forward Mahbubur
Rahman Sufil, adding that the
players of small clubs will face more
difficulties as they have hardly been
paid by the clubs.

Sheikh Russel KC's national team
goalkeeper Ashraful Islam Rana
believes the federation and clubs
could have waited for another month
before abandoning the season as
football is slowly starting across
Europe.

“Abandonment of season is a
self-destructive decision that has
affected the country’s football and
footballers,” Rana said. “We know
both the players and clubs have been
harmed due to the coronavirus. If
the clubs are in a disadvantageous
position, the players won't get the
advantage in future. So, we want a
mutual solution so that both parties

With team training allowed for the first time in Spain following the break owing to Govid-19,
league leaders Barcelona (R) and nearest rivals Real Madrid were out in numbers and in high
spirits in their training sessions on Monday.
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