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Expert panel warns govt about 29,000 involved

returning from ME, says institutional
quarantine a must to avert bigger disaster

RasHIDUL HASAN and TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The country may have to grapple with a second wave of coronavirus
infections if the government fails to ensure strict institutional quarantine
for 29,000 Bangladeshi workers set to return from the Middle East over the
next couple of weeks.

A government-appointed expert committee has warned the Directorate
General of Health Services (DGHS) in this regard.

Many of these Bangladeshis are now in prisons or detention camps in
the Middle Eastern countries. They have, however, been granted general
amnesty due to the coronavirus pandemic, foreign ministry sources said.

“If the government allows them to go into home quarantine instead of
keeping them in institutional quarantine, there will be a bigger disaster for
us in the coming days,” a member of the committee told The Daily Star
yesterday, on the condition of anonymity.

Speaking to The Daily Star on Thursday, Dr Liaquat Ali, a medical scientist
and member of the government committee, said, “Earlier, we submitted a
report to the DGHS saying that the Covid-19 outbreak may reach its peak
in the third or fourth week of this month and the situation would remain
unchanged for almost two weeks, or until the first week of June.

“But now we have warned the government that there will be a second
peak if the respective authorities fail to ensure institutional quarantine [for
the workers coming back to the country].”

In late March, the health ministry formed the eight-member expert
committee to supervise, monitor and support the coronavirus response.

It includes public health experts Dr MA Foyez, Prof Dr Shah Monir
Hossain, Dr Liaquat Ali, Dr Igbal Anwar and Prof Fazlur Rahman, among
others.

SAME MISTAKE?
On May 6, Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen said Dhaka is expecting to
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A woman receiving OMS rice, which is sold at Tk 10 per kg to aid
those disadvantaged by the economic fallout of the coronavirus
pandemic. Inset, although each family is supposed to get one card
to collect the rice, this influential local was seen parading three
such cards to collect the rice. The photos were taken near Ramna
Police Station in the capital yesterday.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local influential people
and some government
officials are getting
involved in irregularities
in rice procurement and
taking bribes from farmers,
according to an intelligence
report of the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACQ).

The report was
submitted to ACC
Chairman Igbal Mahmood
yesterday, Pranab Kumar
Bhattacharya, public
relations officer at the ACC,
told The Daily Star.

After receiving the
report, the ACC chairman
asked his officials to take
immediate action against
the perpetrators.

He also asked the ACC
officials to strengthen
the monitoring of rice
procurement.

Igbal said that they
would also make sure that
the local influential people
cannot put pressure on

the government officials to
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cent to $1.95 billion
in April, as industrial
production remained on
halt due to the ongoing
shutdown.
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measures to restrict movement of
people and vehicles nationwide
during the Eid holidays with an aim
to curb further spread of the novel
coronavirus.

They set up checkposts at many
key points across the country to
prevent people from travelling from
one district to another without any

2 Legal action against violators

> Emergency services
exempted from restrictions

» (MP sets up checkposts at 5
key points in port city

districts to harvest all the
paddy that have matured
up to at least 80 percent
matured.

The advisory said there
was a possibility of a storm
with light to heavy rainfall
from May 19 to May 21 in
25 districts, mainly on the

Senior citizens are like lighthouses. With
their acumen and expertise they guide a
better world for all. But this section of the
society is more vulnerable to Covid-19.

Till yesterday, 328 people died of the
virus. Of them, 70 percent were aged over
50, data shows.

National Professor Dr Anisuzzaman,

Amphan, the cyclone formed in the Bay of Bengal on
Saturday, may lash the coastal districts in three days,
upending social distancing and hygiene practices needed
to curb the spread of the coronavirus.

Located about 1,200km off the coast as of last night,
the cyclone has the potential to warrant the evacuation of
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14 people died with coronavirus infections
in 24-hours.
Of the victims, 10 were aged between 51
years and 90 years, she added.
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government.

Benazir also instructed all the police officials concerned to make sure
that no one leaves or enters the capital until further directive from the

“Every district and metropolitan city will strictly implement this in the
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on 47.54 lakh hectares
this season. And the DAE
said the coastal divisions
-- Chattogram, Khulna
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and other measures inside the shelters... If somebody is
sick or has a fever, they will be taken to the upazila health
complex for isolation.”

During last year’s cyclone Bulbul, about 22 lakh people
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

PAYMENT PILOT IN JUNE B1

GOVT INSTRUCTS SHIPPING
LINES TO WAIVE CONTAINER
DETENTION CHARGES B1

A view of the 2,000-bed hospital that was inaugurated yesterday by Health Minister
Zahid Maleque. The isolation facility at the International Convention City Bashundhara
(ICCB) in the capital will be used for the treatment of Covid-19 patients.
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ICCB hospital
for Covid-19

patients opens

Govt to hire 5,000
medical technologists
UNB, Dhaka

Health Minister Zahid
Maleque yesterday
inaugurated a 2,000-

bed hosptial at the
International Convention
City Bashundhara (ICCB)
in the capital for treating
Covid-19 patients.

“It’s the second-largest
hospital in the world
dedicated to treating
coronavirus patients,” he
said.

While opening the
hosptial, the minister
also said the recruitment
process of 5,000 new
medical technologists was
underway to strengthen
the medical sector.

The hospital has 2,013
isolation beds. Among
them, oxygen cylinders
have been attached to 71
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