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US on track to pass 100k 
deaths by June 1

Says CDC director as Trump hopes for vaccine by end 
of year; House approves $3 trillion virus relief bill

AGENCIES

The United States is heading toward 
more than 100,000 coronavirus deaths 
by June 1, with leading mortality 
forecasts still trending upward, CDC 
Director Robert Redfield tweeted on 
Friday.

His assessment cited 12 different 
models tracked by his agency and 
marked the first time Redfield 
has explicitly addressed the grim 
milestone of 100,000 deaths, even 
as the Trump administration turns 

its strategy toward reopening the 
economy. 

The CDC director has been mostly 
sidelined in the government’s public-
facing response to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

President Donald Trump says 
the US will reopen, “vaccine or 
no vaccine”, as he announced an 
objective to deliver a coronavirus jab 
by year end.

“We are looking to get it by the end 
of the year if we can, maybe before,” 
Trump told reporters at the White 

House as he discussed America’s 
“Operation Warp Speed” effort in the 
global race for a vaccine.

Trump announced he would 
appoint Moncef Slaoui, the former 
head of GSK Vaccines, and four star 
army general Gustave Perna, to lead 
“Operation Warp Speed.”

“My administration is providing 
roughly $10 billion to support a 
medical research effort without 
parallel,” the president said, 
comparing the effort with the 
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SYED ASHFAQUL HAQUE

Bangladesh got a little break 
from the doom and gloom 
of the coronavirus pandemic 
yesterday when Hitachi in 
Tokyo launched its made-in-
Bangladesh IoT application-
based airCloud Pro device, 
which manages large cooling and heating 
systems remotely.

The internet of things (IoT) allows the physical 
devices of a household or a neighbourhood to 
be interconnected/inter-networked, and enables 
them in collecting and exchanging data, and 
commands the devices into action on instruction 
from the owner’s smartphone.

The IoT application should give the Japanese 
business giant a clear edge over its rivals in the 
variable refrigerant flow (VRF) air-conditioning 
system. And, quite understandably, DataSoft 
Systems Bangladesh Limited, the developer of the 

Launch in Tokyo, 
cheers in Dhaka
Tech giant Hitachi launches 
IoT product using Bangladeshi 
software know-how

Manjur Mahmud
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Remote working 
set to stay post 

pandemic
AFP, London

An explosion in remote working owing to the coronavirus 
pandemic could see companies slash office space, saving 
them money but not necessarily improving productivity 
among staff, according to experts.

Businesses allowing staff to work from home on a 
permanent basis, even as lockdowns ease worldwide, 
calls into question the future of skyscrapers used by 
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Man kills 
daughter, 
wife, self 
in Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An ultra poor man 
allegedly died by suicide 
after killing his wife and 
one and a half years old 
daughter in Balapara area 
of Rangpur’s Gangachhara 
yesterday.

Villagers found the 
body of Hafizul Islam, 30, 
hanging from the ceiling 
while the bodies of his wife 
Fatema Begum, 25, and 
daughter Humaiya Begum 
were on a bed with their 
throats slit.

Hafizul used to work at 
a garment factory in Dhaka 
and went home after 
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Workers of Metro Rail project chop down and remove trees 

inside the Dhaka University campus to make way for the MRT 

Line-6. The photo was taken near Bangla Academy yesterday. 
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Wonderful 
one-minute 

bazaar
Army brigade sets it on Ctg school 
playground where over 1,000 in 

need collected essentials
FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

Imagine entering a market in your locality that has 
essentials like rice, potatoes, vegetables, facemasks, and 
soaps maintaining social distance, and that too for free!

As exceptional as it may sound, the 34th Engineering 
Construction Brigade of Bangladesh Army set up such a 
market titled “One Minute Bazar” on the playground 
of Agrabad Government Colony School in Chattogram 
yesterday. 

Over a 1,000 people of lower income groups who have 
been badly hit by the ongoing shutdown for Covid-19 
took the free items from the market. 

This was the second time such a market was set up. 
Earlier, the very first market was set up at Chattogram’s 
Jamiatul Falah national masque’s ground on Wednesday.

Bangladesh Army’s 34 Engineering Construction 
Brigade’s Director General Brig Gen Ahmed Tanvir Mazhar 
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May 17, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

FAIR-PRICE SHOPS ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY
Commerce Minister M R Siddiqui 
today informs journalists that more 
than 4,000 fair price shops will be 
established across the country in 
June. The initial capital allocated for 
this project is 
Tk 20 crores. 
Consumer 
Goods Supply 
Corporation 
has been 
formed to run 
this programme. He further says that 
these shops will supply 11 essential 
goods including rice, wheat, edible oil, 
kerosene, salt, laundry soap, baby food 
and cigarette. This initiative will check 
spiraling price of the essential goods, 
hopes the Minister.

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

New initiative to check food price hike

Students of Aklimabad Girls’ School 

handing over Tk 375 collected 

by saving up their tiffin money to 

Bangabandhu for the Prime Minister’s 

Relief Fund on May 17, 1972. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Music maestro 
Ustad Azad 
Rahman dies
ZAHANGIR ALOM

Renowned singer, 
composer and music 
director Ustad Azad 
Rahman passed away at a 
city hospital yesterday. He 
was 76.

He breathed his 
last around 4:45pm at 
Bangladesh Specialised 
Hospital. He died of a heart 
attack, music connoisseur 
Mahbub ur Rahman, 
also the CEO of HSBC 
Bangladesh, told The Daily 
Star. 

Famed singer Khurhid 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

People of low-income group taking essentials for free at the “One Minute Bazaar” which 

was set up by Bangladesh Army in Chattogram’s Agrabad area yesterday. 
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