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Although he returned from 

Sweden less than a week 

ago, a negative coronavirus 

test meant AC Milan’s Zlatan 

Ibrahimovic was free to roam 

around Milanello and train 

individually yesterday.
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Brugge named
champions in 
Belgium 
AFP, Brussels

Club Brugge were declared 
Belgian league champions 
on Friday after the season 
was finally abandoned 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the country’s Pro 
League announced.

Brugge now have a 16th 
league title while bottom 
club Waasland-Beveren are 
relegated.

Brugge were 15 points 
clear with 11 matches to play 
when the championship 
was halted in March.

On working on fitness 
under lockdown: It’s 
a difficult thing to sit 
at home when you are 
a sportsperson. I’m 
trying to work at home 

with the little means I have. I got a 
dumbbell online to do what I can 
manage.

On watching old matches: Yeah I 
do that, search for old matches online 
too. If you turn on the TV, you also 
find the old matches being shown. I 
get to watch myself and also legendary 
players. Then there are the important 
matches or special innings from big 
players which I watch.

On what he tries to absorb from 
these viewings: I try to compare and 
think about what I would do if I find 
myself in the situations that those 
players found themselves in during a 
certain match scenario. It’s not easy 
to understand what they are doing 
by just looking at the batsman. If you 
can see the whole scenario, you get a 
better reflection. Just focusing on one 
batsman will tell you that how he hit 
a boundary or how he defended. That 
doesn’t tell the full story.

On getting out after promising 
starts: I have gotten out in 30s or 50s 
and I would have had more fifties…
might even have converted a few of 
those to hundreds if I could stay on at 
the crease. I have gotten out to small 
mistakes and my career would have 
looked better if I had been able to 
convert a few of those innings into big 
scores.

On his aggressive nature with 
the bat: I try to look at opponents’ 
bowling videos a day before matches 

and try to find out which areas they 
bowl well in. If there are bowlers I 
have faced before, I look at how I 
have struck fours and sixes against 
them. I try to give myself confidence 
because in cricket you have to play 
with confidence and daring. I try to 
get rid of nervousness and when that 
happens, the bowler usually diverts 
from his plans even if he is bowling 
well. 

On whether his career should 
have been in a better position: I 
do feel that [career could have been 
better placed]. Lots of batsmen leave 
good deliveries alone but in my case 
I sometimes hit good deliveries and 
get out to loose deliveries. To me, the 
decision making then appears to be 
soft. So I think of those things and try 
to see myself and also others.

On whom he looks up to: From 

childhood I have been watching 
cricket and so have my family. In my 
younger days, Sourav Ganguly was 
a favourite player and it was after 
seeing him that I started batting left-
handed and bowled right-handed. 
Yuvraj [Singh] was another one I liked 
because of his power cricket. With the 
ball I would look up to Mashrafe [Bin 
Mortaza] bhai. Shakib bhai is one 
who is special and I like him a lot. 
When I got admitted to BKSP, I started 
liking him. When I was in Class VII 
or VIII, Tamim [Iqbal] bhai used to 
play for DOHS. When I didn’t have 
classes, I used to go and watch him 
bat. Actually I even bunked classes to 
watch him bat. 

On the return of Premier League 
with sports returning elsewhere: It 
has to take place. We are dependent 
on it. We [national team players] 
also don’t have any income when no 
international matches take place, so 
it’s important for us as well.

But our system and their system 
[outside the country] won’t be the 
same. It’s not just about a certain club 
or ground being okay to play. Not just 
about the players but also where the 
food is coming from and what work 
everyone is doing.

Not everyone stays in Dhaka, so 
many will have to stay at the clubs. 
Let’s say the clubs keep the players 
under good conditions but the food 
will have to be brought from the 
bazaar and then five more people will 
be involved in serving food. You will 
have a driver to get you to the ground. 
Lot of things are involved and you 
can’t just think that the challenge will 
be getting to the ground.

‘Bunked classes to watch
Tamim bhai bat’

Soumya Sarkar confounds opponents when his bat dazzles but attached to that notion is 
the fact of him not being able to churn out the best from himself. In an interview with The 
Daily Star’s Ramin Talukdar, the left-hander talked about his inspirations, setbacks, ideas 
on how to provide continuity and build innings and cricket in the country resuming amid 

the battle against coronavirus.

Borussia Dortmund’s Norwegian star Erling Braut Haaland diverted a low cross 

from Thorgan Hazard into the far corner of the Schalke net to score the first goal 

since the restart of the Bundesliga season at the Signal Iduna Park in Dortmund 

yesterday. (Inset) Fortuna Dusseldorf’s coaching staff and reserve players maintain 

social distancing and other norms during their match against Paderborn in one of 

six matches taking place yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Eerie silence on 
Bundesliga restart
REUTERS, Berlin

From social distancing 
substitutes using airport stairs, 
to disinfected balls and a 
potential television audience 

of one billion, the Bundesliga enjoyed a 
chequered restart as the first major sports 
league to resume amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The German top two divisions, suspended 
since mid-March due to the virus, returned 
on Saturday, including the Bundesliga’s 
showcase -- the Ruhr valley derby between 
Borussia Dortmund and Schalke 04 -- as 
football-starved fans around the globe 
tuned in to watch live action.

Despite the possible global audience of a 
billion as predicted by Bayern Munich boss 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, and the hope it 
gave other sports leagues, it was not what 
fans had been hoping for.

Instead of the 81,000 crowd packing in 
Dortmund’s Signal Iduna Park, it was 300 
people, including players, staff, officials, 
broadcasters and security, as in every 
stadium as part of a strict health protocol.

Fans have also been banned from inside 
and around the venues. Every shout, 
scream and thud of the ball bounced off 
the concrete tribunes and was picked up 
by the pitchside microphones to create a 
haunting atmosphere.

In Dortmund, Europe’s biggest standing 
tribune, the Yellow Wall stood impressively 
empty as the latest episode of the fiercest 
German rivalry unfolded on the pitch.

The games sounded more like Sunday 

kickabouts or high-intensity training 
sessions than the return to action of highly-
paid professionals in the world’s best 
attended football league with normally 
an average of about 42,000 spectators per 
game.

The Bundesliga is desperate to complete 
the season by June 30.

Police were present at the grounds prior 
to the start in order to deter fans from 
gathering outside to celebrate.

“The derby without fans is a new 
challenge for us but equally complex as a 
regular game,” Dortmund police said before 
the game, urging fans to stay at home. “Make 

it easy for us and stay at home.”
They did stay away from the derby, 

officials said as the game got under way.
Inside the stadiums masks were 

mandatory for everyone apart from the 
players. Teams had to change their routines 
completely with Leipzig having brought in 
a set of airport stairs to keep substitutes at a 
distance in the tribunes, some three metres 
higher up than the bench.

The Bundesliga has allowed five 
substitutions in total per game to cope 
with the lack of match practice and the 
congested fixture schedule.
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STAR SPORTS SELECT 2

Cologne v Mainz
Live from 7:30 pm

Union Berlin v Bayern Munich
Live from 10:00 pm


