e-mail: sports@thedailystar.net
DHAKA SATURDAY MAY 16, 2020, JAISHTHA 2, 1427 BS

Bundesliga returns

with world watching
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S A picture taken on Thursday shows love locks on a fence in front of the Signal Iduna Park, the home of
Dusseldorf v Paderborn . .
Live from 7:30 pm Borussia Dortmund, ahead of the return of the Bundesliga today. PHOTO: AFP
Fintracht Frankfurt v M'gladbach The Bundesliga will be the first authority.follow.ing two positive as a temporary measure l?ut
Live from 10:30 pm major Epropean lquue to resume  tests, forcing their first two games  said thg .ﬁnal deC'ISIOIl lay with
when it gets going following to be postponed. However, competition organisers.
a two-month break due to the when three players at Cologne The DFL became the first major
TOP FIVE COVID-19 pandemic. The second tested positive, only the trio were league to implement the change
Team P W DL Pts tier will also get underway. isolated. which is designed to help teams
. All matches will be played Under German law, the final cope with fixture congestion.
Bayern Munich 25 17 4 4 55 behind closed doors, and progress decision in such cases lies with The DFL said that all but one
Dortmund 2515 6 4 51 will be watched around Europe.  local health authorities. of its 36 member clubs voted in
RB Leipzig 25 14 8 3 50 Doubts have already surfaced Football’s rule-making body favour of maintaining relegation.
Mgladbach 25 15 4 6 49 after second tier Dynamo IFAB ruled earlier this month No decision was taken on what
Leverkusen 25 14 5 6 47 Dresden’s entire squad were that teams could make five would happen if the season had
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Recorded crowd
in lieu of roars

AGENCIES

Broadcaster Sky is offering viewers
the option of watching Bundesliga
matches with recorded crowd
noise, including singing, when the
league resumes without spectators
on Saturday.

Sky said viewers could choose
to watch the matches with natural
sound, which is likely to be
shouts of players and coaches or
opt for an “alternative audio with
a recorded stadium atmosphere”.

Unforuntately, the spectacle
of the Rivierderby will be missed
today with no flares or chants
expected inside the stadium.
There will certainly be no
defeaning roar, either after a goal
is scored or from the mouths of
lions as once was the case in a
1969 Revierderby.

Their rivalry had grown
immeasurably as Dortmund rose
up and took a slight upper hand
after decades of being dominated.

After Visiting Schalke took the
lead, a fan invasion led to police
storming the field with their dogs,
who ended up biting Schalke’s
Friedel Rausch and Gerd Neuser

Both teams met again in January
1970, and the Dortmund players
found a warning when they strode
onto the field -- four lions rented
from a nearby safari park.

TOOTHPASTE TRIP SIDELINES AUGSBURG COACH

Augsburg coach Heiko Herrlich will have to sit out the Bundesliga resumption this weekend
after breaking quarantine rules to go and buy a tube of toothpaste. The 48-year-old was to
have made his debut as in Saturday’s game with Wolfsburg after a two-month wait when
the sport was shutdown because of the coronavirus.“l made a mistake by leaving the hotel,”
admitted Herrlich who said he went to a supermarket to buy toothpaste and skin cream.

“In this situation, | didn’t live up to my position as a role model for my team and the public”
Herrlich, who underwent treatment for a brain tumour in 2000, admitted: “I'm a risk patient,
to be precise. Even if | have followed all hygiene measures both when leaving the hotel and
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‘I can win the
most slams’

REUTERS

& Novak Djokovic believes he will win the most
{4 ;7 Grand Slams and become the longest-reigning
A World No. 1 before he retires. The the 32-year-
old Serb has 17 Grand Slam titles to his name
-- two behind Rafa Nadal and three fewer than
Roger Federer -- and said he has no doubt in his ability
to overtake the other members of the so-called ‘Big Three’
“I'm always very confident,” the current World No. 1
said in an interview on In Depth with Graham Bensinger.
“I believe I can win the most slams and break the record for
longest number one. Those are definitely my clear goals.”
Djokovic was in imperious form before the coronavirus
pandemic brought the circuit to a halt in early March.
Swiss great Federer also owns the record for total number
of weeks at number one, with 310, and consecutive weeks
at the top position, with 237, compared with Djokovic’s
282 and 122. “I don't believe in limits. I think limits are
only illusions of your ego or your mind,” he said.
Djokovic spoke at length about how he almost quit
the game after falling in straight sets to unseeded Benoit
Paire at the Miami Open in 2018. He also told tales about
surviving bombings in his native Serbia in 1999.

‘No plans to lift restrictions
on sporting activities’

SPORTS REPORTER

Despite easing restrictions on business
and social activities amid the extended
general vacation, the government is
not yet planning to lift restrictions on
the country’s sporting activities.

“Atthemoment, thereisnosituation
to participate in any competitions
or tournaments as sporting activities
are suspended. If players contract the
virus during practice or training, it can
be dangerous,” Zahid Ahsan Russel,
state minister for youth and sports,
told The Daily Star on Thursday.

On March 16, the ministry released
acircularinstructingall national sports

We have already sought Tk 2 crore
more allotment from the finance
ministry. If we get approval, we will
bring another 2000 athletes under
the assistance programme. In this
case, we may meet the demands of
different federations in near future.

ZAHID AHSAN RUSSEL
STATE MINISTER FOR YOUTH AND SPORTS

federations to suspend activities.
Two months since that declaration,
there is already disagreement among
stakeholders over whether to resume.

Most Premier League clubs want
the season ended without any more
competition but footballers are
opposed to that idea.

Meanwhile, the Cricket Welfare
Association of Bangladesh have
demanded the resumption of the
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Dhaka Premier League after Eid-ul-Fitr.

“There may be demand from the
sports arena, but for the sake of the
people the government does not
have any plan to relax restrictions at
the moment,” Russel said. “Some
businesses may remain open to keep
the economy running but all schools,
colleges, universities, government
offices are closed. If we want to resume
sports, how will athletes gather in the
capital without transports facilities?”

Replying to a query, the sports
minister said: “It is not possible to set
a timeframe to restart sport because we
can't predict the trend as sometimes it
[rate of infection] rises and falls.”

Russel also said thatsomefederation
officials communicated with him
to ask to resume competitions, but
he told them to provide concrete
proposals.
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Spartan Sports group
apologised to Tendulkar for
using his name and image
after he terminated a deal
with them, according to a
joint statement.
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Tendulkar

claimed

Paul Pogba (R) and some of his Manchester United teammates, including Victor
Lindelof (L) and Andreas Pereira, were pictured training for the second time this
week at a cricket club in Cheshire yesterday.
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millions in damages in a
lawsuit filed last year. The
statement did not say of
there was a financial deal in
the settlement.

The company
acknowledged that “Mr
Tendulkar has had no

association with Spartan
since 17 September 2018.
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