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Bangladesh.
BANGABANDHU'’S
MESSAGE TO PRIMARY
TEACHERS

In a message sent to the
first national conference
of primary teachers,
Bangabandhu says that
teachers, particularly
primary school teachers,
played a significant role in
the liberation struggle of
Bangladesh. Teachers are
not only the backbone of
the country but also the
torch bearers of the nation,
adds the prime minister.
PRESIDENT’'S APPEAL TO
THE NATION

President Justice Abu
Sayeed Chowdhury today
appeals to the nation to
use Bangla in all spheres
of life. He also calls upon
countrymen to work for
eradicating illiteracy from
the country. “We have to
transform the existing
education system into a
people-oriented system”,
add the president.
CABINET MEETS

The Cabinet today meets
for four hours. The cabinet
meeting presided over by
Bangabandhu is reported
to have discussed the
overall situation of the
country including the food
and economic condition.
INDIA WILL RESPECT
BANGLADESH'S VIEW
ON POWS

Indira Gandhi today says
that India will always
respect Bangladesh'’s
view on the prisoners of
war. In an interview with
American Broadcasting
Corporation, the Indian
prime minister opines,
“The situation has
changed in Pakistan. If
they want peace it can be
established now.”
INDIAN FOOD AID
CONTINUES

India has supplied more
than 50,000 tonnes of rice
and wheat to Bangladesh
between December, 1971
and April, 1972. They will
provide four lakh tonnes
of food aid in May.
RELEASE STRANDED
BANGALEES

National Women's
Federation and Bangalee
Rescue Committee

today jointly organise

a procession at Paltan
Maidan demanding
immediate release of
Bangalees stranded in
Pakistan. They urge the
Bangladesh government,
the UN and other
international bodies to
create pressure on the
Pakistani authority in this
regard.

SOURCE: May 15, 1972
issue of Dainik Bangla.
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The 40th annual general meeting of Singer Bangladesh Ltd was held yesterday through digital platform.
Company Chairman Dr Fatih Kemal Ebiclioglu presided over the AGM.

Gonoshasthaya sends 200 kits
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“We hope the BSMMU will complete the
tests and prepare the report in a week.
Then we will have to get permission
from the Directorate General of Drug
Administration for marketing the Kits.
The drug administration is not supposed
to take more than a week for granting the
approval,” Zafrullah said.

He said they would go for mass
production of the kit named Rapid Dot Blot
after having the approval. “We are eagerly
waiting for that day. Large scale tests on
people for novel coronavirus is extremely
important to prevent its spread.”

The veteran physician said the kit,
developed by the Gonoshasthaya Kendra
scientists, can test both antibody and
antigen in blood. It has an accuracy rate
of over 90 percent, which is close to
those of RT-PCR machines being used
by Bangladesh for Covid-19 testing, said
Zafrullah.

“We had urged the authorities to test
our kit at the earliest because this is an

emergency situation. But that has not
happened,” he said.

After manufacturing kits at its factory
in Savar, Gonoshasthaya on April 26
approached the DGDA for validation of the
kit. The DGDA, however, suggested it to go
through the contract research organisations
(CROs).

Gonoshasthaya, however, refused to
comply with it, arguing that CROs became
a vehicle for corruption and the process
would raise the price of the kit.

On April 30, the DGDA permitted
Gonoshasthaya Kendra to have their kits
independently validated by the BSMMU.

Two days later, the BSMMU formed a
committee, headed by Prof Dr Shahina
Tabassum of its virology department.

After preparing a protocol, the
BSMMU was supposed to write a letter
to Gonoshasthaya on May 10. But it was
issued on Tuesday.

Zafrullah expressed optimism that
they would get the DGDA’s approval after
smooth testing of the kit.

Europe steps up reopening
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infections after authorities this week
eased restrictions to allow some
people back to work.

Brazil registered its highest virus
death toll in a single day, with 881
new fatalities bringing the total to
12,400, and the country was emerging
as a new global hotspot despite
President Jair Bolsonaro dismissing
the pandemic as a “little flu”.

Fears were growing of a second
wave of infections in China, with the
northeastern city of Jilin put in partial
lockdown and Wuhan, where the virus
first appeared last year, planning to
test its entire population after clusters
of new cases.

UNCONTROLLABLE OUTBREAK
And the United States, which has
confirmed more than 1.36 million
cases, saw a sharp rise in fatalities,
with 1,894 new deaths reported on
Tuesday after daily tolls fell below
1,000.

The country’s top infectious
diseases expert Anthony Fauci issued
a stark warning about the dangers of

resuming normal life too soon, saying
a run of 14 days with falling cases was
a vital first step.

“If a community or a state or region
doesn’t go by those guidelines and
reopens... the consequences could be
really serious,” he said Tuesday.

“There is a real risk that you will
trigger an outbreak that you may not
be able to control.”

Fauci said the true number killed
by the epidemic in the US is likely
greater than the official toll of over
82,000 -- the world'’s highest.

Facing a re-election campaign later
this year, President Donald Trump
is pressing for rapid steps to get the
US economy moving again, despite
warnings from health officials.
MOVES TO REBOOT ECONOMIES
Countries around the world are
grappling with how to reopen
businesses after the pandemic forced
half of the planet into some form
of lockdown and ground the global
economy to a near-halt.

US Democrats on Tuesday unveiled
a $3 trillion virus response package,

the largest yet, to fund efforts to fight
the pandemic and provide emergency
payments to millions of American
households.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced a $270 billion
economic stimulus as the Asian giant’s
economy lumbers back to life after a
prolonged shutdown.

Its giant railway network also
restarted, despite a recent surge in
infections.

60-yr-old
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I went to the Sadar Police Station
with my niece filed a rape case. During
that time villagers caught the accused
and informed police, who then went
to the spot and arrested him.”

Khan Mohammad Shahriar, officer-
in-charge of the Sadar Police Station
said, “We have sent the accused to the
court today [yesterday].”

The victim is now undergoing
treatment at the Gaibandha Sadar
Upazila Heath Complex, he said.

10 garment workers hurt
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leaving 10 injured.

A senior executive of the mill said as per the
government directive, they are paying 60
percent of April’s gross salary to the workers
those who did not work, but 100 percent to
the workers who worked in April.

The workers vandalised the factory
gate and no worker was beaten, said the
executive. He said the management has
agreed to pay 65 percent of April’s salary in
April.

Meanwhile in Savar, workers of a closed
garments factory yesterday demonstrated
in front of the factory demanding two
months’ arrears and reopening the factory.

Around 100 workers of Orchid Styles
Ltd in Savar's Hemayetpur area went to
the factory gate around 8:00am and began
their demonstration to have their demands
met.

Demonstrators said their factory was
declared closed on March 29 due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, after which the
workers stopped getting their salaries.

Factory authorities did not pay salaries
of neither March nor April and did not
even inform them when the factory will

reopen, the workers alleged.

Mohabbat Hossen, deputy general
manager of Orchid Styles Ltd, told the
Daily Star that, they have 350 workers and
some of the workers have already been
paid March month’s salary, he said, adding
that all salaries will be paid to the workers
within the following week and the factory
will reopen after Eid-Ul-Fitr, depending on
the Covid-19 situation.

Toilet duty
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million rupiah under rules made public
this week.

Jakarta -- a sprawling city home to some
30 million -- imposed a partial lockdown
last month as virus infections surged and
critics warned of a looming public health
disaster.

Several other Indonesian cities have put
similar restrictions in place, but violations
are prevalent.

At the weekend, several hundred people
gathered in downtown Jakarta to mark the
closure of a fast-food restaurant, sparking
widespread criticism.

Many still left
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“I work in fear of coronavirus as I
work with my bare hands. I don't
know where I have to go for tests
or treatment if my family or I
unfortunately get infected with the
virus,” said Islam, who lives with his
wife and children in Dhaka.

“My wife, a garment worker, does
not want me to continue this work
due to the risks. But we do not have
any other choice, as she is out of a job
for the past few months.”

Rafiqul Islam, a DNCC garbage
management worker who works
at Indira Road in Farmgate said he
received PPE and other safety gears.
But he does not use it most of the time
as he feels uncomfortable working in
1t.

Mohammad Omar Faruk, 22, who
has been working as a cleaner for the
last 15 years said he also does not feel
comfortable using PPE, gloves and a
mask while working.

unprotected

He said he has tried to work using
these but ends up feeling exhausted.

Prof Mujibur Rahman, head of
department of medicine at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, said
cleaners will have to use thick plastic
gloves and masks as a must to avoid
coronavirus infection.

If they do not use safety gears like
gloves and masks, they will not only
be at risk of coronavirus but also of
other diseases, he said.

Commodore M Monzur Hossain,
DNCC's chief waste management
officer, said two-thirds of their 2,500
waste management workers have been
given PPE.

“We are also trying to provide PPE
to the rest,” he said.

Other protective gears like gloves
and masks were distributed to all and
gumboots were given to those who are
directly involved in the collection and
disposal of waste, he added.

Though they have provided many

workers with protective gear, he
said, many do not want to use it and
so, DNCC is trying to motivate the
workers to adopt it while working.
There are also around 4,000
garbage  management  workers,
involved in door-to-door collection,

who are appointed by private
organisations.
About these workers, Monzur

said, the DNCC has asked their
respective employers to provide them
with protective gears, and they are
monitoring this.

Air Commodore Badrul Amin,
DSCC’s chief waste management
officer, said the DSCC has provided
masks and gloves to all of their 5,400
workers and will also be distributing
PPE to the workers shortly.

These workers are not habituated
with using protective gear, which is
why they do not want to use it. The
DSCC is trying to motivate them to
use it, he added.
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Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Indusiries

Office of the Project Director
“Construction of Chemical Warehouse® Project, Tongi, Gazipur
76-78, Tongi Industrial Area, Gazpur-1710

Invitation for Tenders

Mingiry of Industries

==

i W
' !
H H

FROM PAGE 12

Arabia from across

d ATy
d Progunng enlity name

Projecl, Tong, Gazipur.

Bangladesh Stasl & Engnesting Corparaion.
Project Dreciar, "Constnchion of Chemical ‘Warehouss”

their lifetime.

] Frociring entity dalricl
g rovilatian far

| Garpur.

Dutscurerg of Manpowar [£ Mos, of Office Assstant) from

Eid holidays in KSA

while 15,257 people have recovered.

In March, Saudi Arabia suspended the year-round
“umrah” pilgrimage over fears of the disease spreading in
Islam’s holiest cities.

Authorities are yet to announce whether they will
proceed with this year’s hajj -- scheduled for late July -- but
they have urged Muslims to temporarily defer preparations
for the annual pilgrimage.

Last year, some 2.5 million faithful travelled to Saudi

the world to participate in the hajj,

which Muslims are obliged to perform at least once during

The Arab world’s biggest economy has also closed
cinemas and restaurants and halted flights as it attempts
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