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Trump ends press meet

after spat with reporter
US President Donald Trump abruptly ended
his coronavirus press briefing on Monday after
getting into a testy exchange with an Asian-
American reporter - an incident denounced by
several observers, including other journalists,
as “racist”. (BS News reporter Weijia Jiang
asked Trump why he continued to insist that
the US was doing better than other countries
when it came to testing for the virus. Trump
replied by saying: “maybe that’s a question you
should ask China. Don't ask me, ask China that
question, OK?" Jiang pushed back. “Sir, why are
you saying that to me specifically?” she said,
implying it was due to her race. “I'm saying it
to anybody who would ask a nasty question
like that," Trump said. As Jiang continued to
press him about his response, Trump called on
another female reporter but then immediately
called on someone else. When the woman tried
to ask her question, Trump abruptly ended
the press conference and walked back into the
White House.

UNSC to discuss violence,

coronavirus in Myanmar
The UN Security Council will hold a
videoconference to discuss the escalation
of violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine state and
the effect of the coronavirus pandemic in
the country, diplomatic sources said. The
closed-door meeting, planned for Thursday,
was requested by the UK. The UN envoy for
Myanmar, Switzerland’s Christine Schraner
Burgener, is scheduled to give comments.
Scores have been killed in Myanmar, hundreds
injured and tens of thousands displaced since
fighting erupted at the beginning of last year,
with both sides trading allegations of abuses
committed. Since the start of August 2017,
about 740,000 Rohingyas have sought refuge
in Bangladesh, fleeing atrocities committed by
the Myanmar military and Buddhist militias, in
what has been described as “genocide” by UN
investigators. The exact number of Rohingyas
killed during the violence is unknown, but
multiple NGOs estimate it to be at least several
thousand.

Brazil deploys military

to protect Amazon
Brazil has deployed thousands of soldiers
to protect the Amazon rainforest, taking
precautions to avoid spreading the novel
coronavirus, as the government mounts an
early response to surging deforestation ahead
of the high season for forest fires. The armed
forces, alongside environmental officials,
police and other government agencies, began
with an operation in a national forest in
Rondonia state, near the Bolivian border, Vice
President Hamilton Mourao said at a news
conference. Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon
surged 55% in the first four months of the
year compared with the same period of 2019,
according to government data released on
Friday. The destruction hit an 11-year high
last year, spurring outcry that Brazil was not
doing enough to protect the world's largest
rainforest.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Nurses embrace during a ceremony marking International Nurses Day, at Tongji Hospital in Wuhan, in China’s
central Hubei province, yesterday. As frontline hospital staff are constantly facing the risks from the COVID-19
coronavirus outbreak, the world is marking International Nurses Day, celebrated around the world every May 12,
the anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth.

Wuhan to test
all after new

Covid-19 cases

AFP, Wuhan
AFP, Kabul

Volunteers carry an injured boy in a hospital following a suicide attack at a funeral of a local police commander in
Nangarhar, Afghanistan, yesterday.
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Dozens killed in Afghanistan

Gunmen storm maternity hospital; suicide blast strikes funeral

Without Borders (MSF), and a number

Wuhan plans to conduct
coronavirus tests on

the Chinese city’s entire
population after six new
cases emerged for the first
time in weeks in the cradle
of the global pandemic,
state media reported
yesterday.

Officials had been
ordered to submit by
noon yesterday plans to
administer nucleic acid
tests on all residents in the
city of 11 million people.

Wuhan re-opened after a
76-day lockdown, a model
followed later by many
countries, on April 8.

China yesterday
reported no new domestic
coronavirus infections.

Gunmen stormed a maternity hospital
in the Afghan capital yesterday, killing
atleast 14 people -- including newborns
and nurses -- as a suicide blast at a
funeral in the country’s restive east left
two dozen mourners dead.

The latest violence comes as
Afghanistan grapples with myriad
crises, including a rise in militant
operations across the country, a surge in
coronavirus infections, and a reduction
in foreign military support.

Three gunmen held siege the Barchi
National Hospital in Kabul for hours
after the early-morning attack before
security forces killed them in a clearance
operation, the interior ministry said.

Heavily armed security forces were
seen carrying infants away from the
scene -- at least one wrapped in a blood-

“The fatalities also include mothers

and nurses,” interior
spokesman Tareq Arian said.

Some 15 people were wounded and
more than 100 -- including three foreign
nationals -- were rescued, he said.

The hospital is located in the west of
the city, home to the capital’s minority
Shia Hazara community -- a frequent
target of hardline Sunni militants from
the Islamic State group.

The hospital is supported by the

ministry

of foreigners were working at the
hospital.

Around an hour after the Kabul
assault, a suicide bomber killed at least
24 people at the funeral of a local police
commander in eastern Nangarhar
province, according to provincial
spokesman Ataullah Khogyani.

The attacker detonated explosives in
the middle of the ceremony.

Amir Mohammad, who was
wounded in the blast, said thousands
of people had gathered for the funeral.

The Taliban denied involvement in
either attack.

The violence comes just a day after
four roadside bombs exploded in a
northern district of Kabul, wounding
four civilians including a child. Those
bombings were later claimed by the
Islamic State group, according to the

KEY UPDATES

MORE THAN 4.1M INFECTED
The novel coronavirus has killed at least 286,122
people since the outhreak first emerged in China
last December, according to a tally from official
sources compiled by AFP at 1100 GMT yesterday.
At least 4,188,040 cases of coronavirus have
been registered in 195 countries and territories.
The US has the highest number of total deaths
with 80,684 followed by Britain with 32,065
deaths. It is followed by Italy with 30,739 deaths,
Spain with 26,920 fatalities and France with
26,643 deaths.

‘AIRPORT SCREENING INEFFECTIVE'
Airport passenger screening for coronavirus
during the early stages of the pandemic was
futile because people can transmit the virus
without showing symptoms, the United States’
top health agency said. The analysis by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) was published days after a news report
that the White House is pushing to return to
the strategy as it seeks to re-open the hard-hit
airline industry.

‘CHINA HACKING VACCINE RESEARCH’
The US Federal Bureau of Investigation and
cybersecurity experts believe Chinese hackers
are trying to steal research on developing a
vaccine against coronavirus, the Wall Street
Journal and New York Times reported. The
FBI and Department of Homeland Security
are planning to release a warning about the
Chinese hacking.

NYCITY TOLL UNDERREPORTED
New York City’s coronavirus death toll may
be several thousand more than the local
government’s official tally, the United States
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
said in a report. 24,172 people died in the Big
Apple between March 11 and May 2. During
that period, the city declared 13,831 confirmed
COVID-19 deaths and 5,048 probable deaths for
a total of 18,879 fatalities linked to the virus.
(DC said the rest 5,293 deaths not identified
might have been directly or indirectly
attributable to the pandemic.

‘TRUMP DEATH CLOCK'

A newly erected billboard in New York's Times
Square shows the number of US coronavirus
deaths that its creator says could have been
avoided if President Donald Trump had acted

sooner -- and it’s called the “Trump Death Clock.”
The “clock” ticks on the assumption that 60
percent of COVID-19 deaths in the US could have
been prevented had the Trump administration
implemented mandatory social distancing and
school closures just a week earlier than it did.

ZINC-HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE
FOUND EFFECTIVE: STUDY
The antimalarial drug hydroxychloroquine has
shown mixed results against the coronavirus
in early studies, but a new paper out of New
York suggests combining it with the dietary
supplement zinc sulfate could create a more
effective treatment. The research by the NYU
Grossman School of Medicine was posted on a
medical preprint site on Monday.

US SC enters fray over
Trump's tax documents

AFP, Washington

The US Supreme Court takes up Tuesday
the most politically charged case of the year
-- President Donald Trump's refusal to turn
over his tax returns and financial records to
Congress and a New York prosecutor, a case
that may define the limits of presidential
immunity.

The high court’s nine justices, confined
at home by the coronavirus pandemic, will
question lawyers for both sides at 10:00am
(1400 GMT) by telephone in a highly
anticipated session to be broadcast live.

The court’s ruling, expected before
the end of June, will allow the justices to
render a decision before the November 3
presidential election in which Trump is
seeking a second term in office.

The former real estate magnate is the
first president since Richard Nixon in the
1970s to refuse to release his tax returns --
prompting speculation about his true worth
and his possible financial entanglements.

Beyond Trump's case, the Supreme
Court’s decision will also have profound
long-term implications for the balance of
powers in the United States.

The president’s lawyers maintain that
during his time in office he effectively

has complete legal immunity, which is
necessary for him to focus on his work
without being investigated by lawyers or
members of Congress.

Several congressional committees and a
Manhattan lawyer have issued subpoenas to
Mazars, Trump's longtime accounting firm,
as well as to Deutsche Bank and Capital
One bank demanding the billionaire’s
financial records for the 2011-2018 period.

Trump immediately sued to block the
release of the documents.

Since he lost his argument in the lower
courts, Trump has turned to the nation’s
highest legal body. With two conservative
Trump appointees on the nine-justice panel,
the court has taken a clear turn to the right.

By agreeing to hear the case, the Supreme
Court seems willing to change the prior legal
decisions that could influence the firms’
decision to surrender the president’s records.

If the justices conclude that the issue is
political in nature and not legal, they could
determine that the courts were wrong to
interfere. This would invalidate the previous
rulings without ruling in Trump's favor.
As a result, the three financial institutions
would be free to send the documents to
Congress -- or to refuse.
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