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May 10, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU’S PABNA SPEECH 
On the third day of the four-day tour 
of North Bengal, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman today visits Pabna. 
He was warmly greeted by the locals. Speaking at a mammoth 
gathering at Pabna Stadium Bangabandhu rules out the possibility 
of any talks with Pakistani President ZA Bhutto before the latter 
recognises Bangladesh as a sovereign, independent state. He further 
says that Pakistan has lost prestige before the world community. 
As Pakistan’s political master, the USA, has recognised the reality 
of Bangladesh, the country will follow suit whether there is any 
discussion or not, reiterates the prime minister. He calls upon 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

No perpetrator will go 
unpunished

Bangabandhu addressing a large crowd at Pabna Stadium on May 

10, 1972. 
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AFP, Istanbul

In full protective gear, two doctors climb the stairs 
four at a time. Their first task of the day: to test a 
woman who has had contact with a coronavirus 
patient in Istanbul.

Visibly perturbed by the appearance of men in 
white bodysuits on her landing, the resident in 
the populous Fatih district answers their questions 
before she is tested.

She will get her results the next day.
In Turkey, nearly 6,000 teams of “tracers” -- all 

health professionals -- track potential Covid-19 
cases 24 hours a day by identifying and following 
up with people who have had contact with patients.

By helping find new cases who are then quickly 

Turkish doctors 
turn detectives 
to track virus
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Virus inflicts 
huge US job 

losses
Europe moves to keep its border 

shut for another month
AFP, Washington

The United States recorded its steepest job losses in history 
over the coronavirus pandemic as Europe moved to keep 
its borders shut for another month.

Hopes have been rising that the worst of the global 
catastrophe, which has killed more than 270,000 people, 
has passed, and the United States on Friday approved a 
new at-home saliva test to speed up diagnosis for Covid-19.

But after weeks of lockdown across the world, the effects 
have been painfully visible, with the global economy 
suffering its most acute downturn in nearly a century.

In the United States, 20.5 million jobs were wiped out in 
April -- the most ever reported -- with unemployment rising 
to 14.7 percent, the highest since the Great Depression.

The world’s largest economy has suffered the deadliest 
coronavirus outbreak, with more than 77,000 fatalities 
and nearly 1.3 million cases.

Mindful of elections in November, President Donald 
Trump has nonetheless vowed to reopen the country, 
and a growing number of state governors have already let 
business resume with precautions.

Trump played down the unemployment numbers, 
pointing to substantial gains Friday on global stock 
markets as proof that better times were ahead.

“We’re going to have a phenomenal year next year,” 
Trump told reporters. “I think it’s going to come back 
blazing.”
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Children playing with marbles on the street while their parents are waiting for relief goods in Chattogram’s 

CRB area yesterday afternoon. The suspension of the economy has rendered many people unemployed, and 

with the schools closed, students have found more leisure than ever.
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RELIEF IN RAJSHAHI

Still many 
left out 

Aid given to more people than 
primary estimate; four indigenous 

villages yet to get it
ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

Though the relief distribution in Rajshahi so far has been 
provided to nearly triple the initial estimate of the poor, 
many belonging to indigenous communities in the district 
have remained out of the purview of government support.

Indigenous people, who largely work as day labourers 
on agricultural land or in the towns, are among those 
targeted by the government’s relief efforts as the coronavirus 
situation rendered these day labourers jobless.

Many of them coped through the first few weeks of the 
shutdown using their savings and selling off livestock.

The Daily Star identified at least four Orao community 
villages in Matikata union of Godagari upazila, where the 
dwellers claim none have received any relief so far.

Of these families, 65 live in Habaspur village, 18 in 
Bhajanpur, 25 in Notunpara, and 28 in Silinda.

“None of us got relief. The leaders say wait but how long 
will I wait?” said Jagadish Chandra Bose of Habaspur.

“I don’t get a job often when hunger forces me to go 
out. When I do get a job, the police chase me back home.”

Ruhul Amin, chairman of Matikata Union Parishad, 
said these villages might have escaped the administration’s 
notice due to their remote location. He said no one had 
brought the matter to his notice till now.

“Now, you’ve informed me. I will see for myself that 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Discarded gloves and masks litter the dirty water at the base of the fountain near the burn unit of Dhaka Medical College Hospital. The 

fountain, meant for beautifying the premises, has become a repulsive sight and a possible breeding ground for Aedes mosquitoes. This paper 

published a photo of the fountain’s sorry state last week but things have only become worse. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Another 
policeman 
dies from 
Covid-19
Law enforcers form 
teams to check on 
fellow infected cops
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Another policeman died of 
Covid-19 while undergoing 
treatment at Central Police 
Hospital in the capital 
yesterday.

Jalaluddin Khoka, 47, 
a constable at Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
(DMP), breathed his last 
around 7:10pm, according 
to a statement of the Police 
Headquarters.

With him, the death toll 
among cops rose to seven 
and all of them were from 
DMP, the statement said.

Meanwhile, different 
police units are forming 
“special teams” to visit the 
Covid-19 infected force 
members and inquire about 
their health, maintaining 
social distancing.

“The teams will visit 
Covid-19 infected police 
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city

LOOMING SESSION JAM

DU considering 
holiday cuts
ASHIK ABDULLAH APU

Dhaka University authorities are 
considering cutting holidays to prevent 
a looming session jam and make up for 
academic losses caused by the ongoing 
indefinite closure of the institution over 
the coronavirus outbreak.

They are also mulling over arranging 
additional classes after the resumption of 
academic activities to compensate for the 
academic losses.

Keeping these points under 
consideration, DU Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Md Akhtaruzzaman will hold a meeting 
tomorrow with the deans to discuss the 
issues, said deans of two faculties.

A week after the country reported 
its first Covid-19 case on March 8, the 
DU authorities suspended all academic 
activities till March 28. The suspension, 
which was later extended for an indefinite 
period, resulted in cancellation of mid-
term examinations of many departments.

Although some private universities are 
now offering online classes to students, 
the DU and most other public universities 
are yet to introduce such classes due to 
various problems, including lack of access 
to internet and electronic gazettes. Some 
DU faculties, however, are conducting 
surveys on online classes.
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Rock ‘n’ roll 
pioneer Little 
Richard dies
AFP, New York

Little Richard, whose 
outrageous showmanship 
and lightning-fast rhythms 
intoxicated crowds with 
hits like  “Tutti Frutti” and  
“Long Tall Sally,” has died. 
He was 87 years old.

Reverend Bill Minson, 
a close friend of the 
legendary musician, told 
AFP Little Richard had 
died Saturday morning. 
He confirmed the cause of 
death was cancer.

With a distinctive 
voice that ranged from 
robust belting to howling 
falsetto, Richard transfixed 
audiences and became 
an inspiration for artists 
including The Beatles as he 
transformed the blues into 
the feverish new style of 
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Countries 
must return 
to health 
surveillance
Says WHO, readies 
coronavirus app for 
checking symptoms
REUTERS, Zurich

Countries must return 
to “basic principles” of 
public health surveillance 
if they are to bring the 
coronavirus outbreak under 
control, the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) top 
emergency health expert 
said on Friday.

The WHO, which said 
it is facing a $1.3 billion 
funding deficit for its 
effort to tackle Covid-19, 
issued the call for more 
surveillance as many 
countries including the 
United States, Switzerland, 
Mexico and Germany have 
turned their efforts toward 
re-opening economies 
battered by the pandemic.

Mike Ryan, head of the 
WHO’s health emergencies 
programme, said during a 
media briefing from Geneva 
that all nations should 
focus on the fundamentals 
of the global coronavirus 
fight: scouting potential 
new infections, hunting 
them down, confirming 
them and then separating 
those afflicted, to save 
others from the disease.

“We seem...to be avoiding 
the uncomfortable reality 
that we need to get back to 
public health surveillance,” 
Mike Ryan, the head of the 
WHO’s health emergencies 
programme, said during a 
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