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Obstacles they
scale to serve

Ambulance drivers, owners asked to vacate
rented homes, denied food at eateries

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

It all changed after his father passed away.

Mehedi Hasan Rasel, after graduating from a leading public university,
had joined a private job and earned a handsome salary.

But in 2016, when his father had a heart attack, he was unable to
take his father from Savar to a better hospital in Dhaka due to a lack of

ambulances. His father ultimately died.

“I then started an ambulance business. No one should lose their loved
ones for the want of an ambulance. However, I am now having to face
harassment for running this business,” said Rasel.

After the Covid-19 outbreak, his landlord has been putting pressure on
him to leave the house only because he runs the business and has to drive

or carry patients during emergencies.

“My wife is a doctor. We have four children. We are very aware of safety
and take precaution accordingly, yet we are being continuously harassed.
Most days, he [the landlord] locks the gate before I come home and I have

to sneak into the building,” he said.

Rasel, proprietor Raha Ambulance Service, owns two ambulances; he
provides one to Savar Upazila Health Complex to carry Covid-19 patients
at a nominal charge, and operates the other ambulance with a partner.

According to Rasel, the only reason his landlord could not drive him
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Mental

health in

the time of
Covid-19

ARIFA JAHAN EMA

I received a text message
from a friend last night
saying, “I feel so down
that if I could sleep for 24
hours, I would! These are
not normal days! Sleeping
is now the only escape
from reality!”

The text message rocked
me to the core. I rang my
friend right away, and we
reminisced on some happy
memories, which left both
of us in a good mood.
Instead of panicking, we
went back to our scheduled
work. Starting a day in
such lousy mood is not
very uncommon in the
aftermath of the outbreak
of novel coronavirus.
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Rishi Kapoor
passes away

AFP, Mumbai

Bollywood mourned a
second loss in as many
days as celebrated actor
Rishi Kapoor, whose career
spanned half a century,
died yesterday aged 67 after
a prolonged struggle with
cancer.

His death came as a
severe blow to the Hindi
movie industry and film
lovers, who were already
reeling from the passing
Wednesday of Irrfan Khan,
one of the country’s most
feted actors, aged 53.

“Our dear Rishi Kapoor
passed away peacefully...

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Bangabandhu addressing the nation
over radio on May 1, 1972.

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH

and workers

May 1, 1972

Bangabandhu

declares that
the salaries of
low-income
employees
and workers
will be raised.

will reform th

BANGABANDHU'S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Pay rise for low-income employees

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU'S MAY DAY SPEECH

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

today speaks to the nation on the
occasion of the historic May Day. He

Under this new

scheme, all employees and workers

of government, semi-government and
statutory institutions and industries
whose income is below Tk 349 will
receive economic aid. The government

e payment structure to

reduce income inequality, he informs.
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Hopes

rise in

virus battle

US scientists hail remdesivir drug trial as S Korea
reports no new cases for the first time

AFP, Seoul

South Korea, once one of the hardest-hit
countries in the coronavirus pandemic,
reported no new cases yesterday, boosting
hopes of an eventual return to normality as
US scientists hailed the results of a major
drug trial.

The good medical news caused
equities to rally, despite mounting deaths
worldwide and abysmal economic figures
caused by the Covid-19 crisis.

Data showed the pandemic, which has
killed more than 227,000 people, has
plunged the United States into its worst
economic slump in a decade, and has left
Germany expecting its biggest recession
since the aftermath of World War II.

But for the first time since the new
disease was detected there in mid-February,
South Korea reported zero new infections.

The East Asian nation had the world’s
second-largest coronavirus outbreak for a
period after the virus emerged in China late
last year.

But with an aggressive test-and-trace
strategy and widespread social distancing,
it has managed to bring the spread of the
pathogen under control.

“This is the strength of South Korea and
its people,” said President Moon Jae-in as
he announced the milestone.

Meanwhile in the first proof of successful
treatment, a clinical trial of the drug
remdesivir showed that patients recovered
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PRAYERTIMING MAY 1
Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 3-59 12-30 445 6-31 8-00
JAMAAT 4-09 1-15 5-00 6-41 830
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SEHRI, IFTAR TIMING
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7 1 6:31
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An Indian paradise
flycatcher (male)
perched on a twig in
Bogura’s Gandagram
village on April 24. The
passerine bird with its
distinctive elongated
tail feathers feasts on
insects.

PHOTO: MOSTAFA SHABUJ

Noab wants
stimulus for
newspaper
industry

BSS, Dhaka

CAAB mulls limited
flights from next week

RasHiDUL HASAN

Newspaper Owners’ Association of
Bangladesh (Noab) yesterday demanded a
stimulus package from the government for
newspapers, hawkers, workers and agents
to offset the coronavirus impact.

It also demanded bank loans
for newspapers and requested the
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Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) is working to resume
operations of domestic and international flights on a limited scale after
May 8 if the coronavirus situation improves or remains steady by then.

It was also preparing a set of guidelines for air operators, airports
authorities and passengers to ensure health safety of travelers and others
concerned, CAAB Chairman Air Vice Marshal M Mafidur Rahman told The
Daily Star yesterday.

“We are preparing to resume flight operations after May 8 if the
coronavirus situation improves by then. But we will open airport
operations partially.”

He said they would permit local and foreign airlines to operate flights

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

(PR
& T Ay AT R e S R e w0 4R
& T AT, SN (F (e 0 (W FEY S S

T TS VI |

FCEE 9CAL 91T T8 4

IFTE TS IR (I W W G |
gl Wi S gWE AT IR g o v
R A S R T o GTTES TTE onTEe | wefEeg

e Ty g, SR & o5t (T AT

forfare Zogw s =, =TT BT @ S e S = ) e

TafEre gegar sta ofifer e W o-8 =19 Sipere e Wi g

sty #fifeig e e
T, W, T4, o e o et S cone i e

grurerT e e wBeaiBaemnre e waer bl bd;
O88; sobdd; odhEBYOWIYY vy Pty v
TSI ST =5 |

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,

Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 9117796, Fax: 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, for Advertisement: 01711623910, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net, advertisement@thedailystar.net



