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China wants me
to lose 2020 polls

Claims Trump as election nears

AGENCIES

President Donald Trump said on Wednesday he believes
China’s handling of the coronavirus is proof that Beijing
“will do anything they can” to make him lose his re-

election bid in November.

“China will do anything they can to have me lose this
race,” Trump said in an exclusive interview with Reuters

news agency at the White House.
“I can do a lot,” he said.

The Republican president, often accused of not
acting early enough to prepare the United States for the
outbreak, said he believed China should have been more
active in letting the world know about the coronavirus

much sooner.

Asked whether he was considering the use of tariffs or
even debt write-offs for China, Trump would not offer

specifics.

“There are many things I can do,” he said. “We're

looking for what happened.”

Before the coronavirus pandemic began, the US and
China were already engaged in a trade war that has

resulted in billions of dollars in tarrifs.

For weeks, Trump has been heaping blame on China
for a global pandemic that has killed people more than
61,000 people in the US according to data compiled by
Johns Hopkins University and thrown the economy into
a deep recession undermining his campaign for a second

four-year term.

On Tuesday, he had said he wants to conduct “serious
investigations” into China’s handling of the pandemic.

Trump had previously referred to COVID-19 as
“Chinese virus”, igniting a war of words with Beijing,
which accused the US military of bringing the disease to

Wuhan.

INTERNATIONAL

@he Baily Star = 5

Teacher Marie Kaas-Larsen speaks with her pupils of the Norrebro Park primary school outside in a nearby park in
Copenhagen, Denmark, on Wednesday. Denmark was the first country in Europe to reopen its schools for the youngest pupils
on April 15. In addition to practicing social distancing and regular handwashing, classes in Denmark must be held outdoors as
much as possible to limit the spread of the virus.

LATEST UPDATES

DEATH TOLL NEARS 230,000
The new coronavirus has killed at least 227,482
people since the outbreak first emerged in
China in December, according to a tally from
official sources compiled by AFP at 1100 GMT
yesterday. More than 3,180,800 cases were
registered in 193 countries and territories
Of these cases, at least 908,500 are now
considered recovered. The United States has the
highest number of total deaths with 60,999
out of 1,040,488 cases. Italy has the second
highest toll with 27,682 deaths, followed by
Britain (26,097 deaths), Spain (24,543 deaths)
and France (24,087 deaths).

JAPAN TO EXTEND EMERGENCY
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is likely
to extend a nationwide state of emergency
imposed over the coronavirus, possibly by

another month, local media reported. Japan
has so far seen a relatively limited outbreak
compared to parts of Europe and the United
States, with around 14,000 infections recorded
and 415 deaths.

RUSSIA CASES CROSS 100,000
Coronavirus cases in Russia surged past
100,000 yesterday, the government said, with
an increase of 7,099 confirmed infections in
the last 24 hours. Russia has so far recorded
106,498 cases and 1,073 deaths from the virus,
the government’s coronavirus information site
said in a daily update.

THUNBERG DONATES $100,000
Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg has
donated a $100,000 prize she won from a
Danish foundation to the United Nations
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‘Perhaps world didn't
really know who she was'

Outgoing UN envoy to Myanmar says about Suu Kyi

AL JAZEERA, CNN

The United Nations’ outgoing human
rights envoy for Myanmar has told
Al Jazeera that the country’s civilian
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, failed to live
up to her reputation as a humanitarian.

In

who she was,” she added.
Aung San Suu Kyi became an icon
of democracy during the 15 years
she spent under house arrest during
Myanmar’s military dictatorship.
December last

year, the

Cut oil supply or lose
US military support

Trump told Saudi Crown Prince Salman

REUTERS, Washington/London/Dubai

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for use against the
(OVID-19 pandemic. “Like the climate crisis,
the coronavirus pandemic s a child rights
crisis,"Thunberg, 17, was quoted as saying in
the UNICEF statement.

VACCINATIONS WARNING
WHO's European office warned that to keep
other infectious diseases in check, vaccination
programmes must remain a priority even
during the coronavirus pandemic. WHO's

As the United States pressed Saudi Arabia to end its oil price war with
Russia, President Donald Trump gave Saudi leaders an ultimatum.

In an April 2 phone call, Trump told Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman that unless the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) started cutting oil production, he would be powerless
to stop lawmakers from passing legislation to withdraw US troops from
the kingdom, four sources familiar with the matter told Reuters.

European branch was particularly concerned
about a resurgence of measles, which affected
6,000 people on the continent in the first two

months of this year.
MALDIVES REPORTS FIRST DEATH

The Maldives reported its first coronavirus
fatality with the death of an 83-year-old

Yanghee Lee’s time in the role was

Nobel Peace Prize winner defended

The threat to upend a 75-year strategic alliance, which has not been

woman, as the Indian Ocean holiday hotspot

Myanmar’s military against allegations
of genocide at the International Court

previously reported, was central to the US pressure campaign that led to
a landmark global deal to slash oil supply as demand collapsed in the

extended a nationwide lockdown. There
have now been 280 confirmed cases since

dominated by Myanmar’s bloody
crackdown in western Rakhine state in

2017, when at least 750,000 people,

of Justice (ICJ).

coronavirus pandemic - scoring a diplomatic victory for the White House.

the virus was first detected on March 7.

mostly ethnic Rohingya, fled across the
border to Bangladesh.

Aung San Suu Kyi has been widely
criticised for remaining mostly silent on
accusations of anti-Rohingya violence,
and Lee told Al Jazeera on Wednesday

since [her party] has taken office [after
the 2015 election]| and ever since she
took the office of the state councillor,
all of her actions and her words,
statements point otherwise,” said Lee,

Lee also said that the Myanmar
military was carrying out “war crimes”
against ethnic minorities, emboldened
by special extended powers intended
to help control the spread of the
coronavirus.

Trump delivered the message to the crown prince 10 days before the

announcement of production cuts. The kingdom'’s de facto leader was so
taken aback by the threat that he ordered his aides out of the room so he
could continue the discussion in private, according to a US source who
was briefed on the discussion by senior administration officials.

The week before Trump’s phone call with Crown Prince Mohammed,

AUSTRALIA'S CAPITAL ‘VIRUS-FREF’
Health officials declared Australia’s capital
free of the virus while the country’s Northern
Territory announced the most comprehensive
easing of restrictions in the nation. Canberra

and its surrounding areas were said to be rid

whose requests to enter Myanmar were a g
of the disease after two patients recovered

repeatedly denied by the government.

US Republican Senators Kevin Cramer and Dan Sullivan had introduced
legislation to remove all US troops, Patriot missiles and anti-missile

“I am calling the situation crimes
against humanity and war crimes.

she believed the Myanmar leader’s
inaction was “utterly disappointing”.

“We all knew that she was put on “Iwould still like to believe that she  These are the highest, the most heinous | defense systems from the kingdom unless Saudi Arabia cut oil output. overnight.
a pedestal or portrayed as the icon of can change how she’s been doing, but and gravest crimes of international | Support for the measure was gaining momentum amid Congressional
democracy and human rights, but ever perhaps the world didn’t really know law,” she added. anger over the ill-timed Saudi-Russia oil price war.
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