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What to do with our 0 and A Levels

ABHOY HRIDDO

Covid-19 is one of the biggest crises faced
by modern civilisation. It has affected mul-
tiple things including travel, social relations
and most of all, the world economy. The
governments of the United Kingdom and
Bangladesh decided to close their schools
until the situation improves.

Examination boards like Cambridge and
Edexcel have made the decision to cancel O
Level, IGCSEs, GCEs and A Level exams and
give predicted grades for the session of May
2020. Many teachers and students have
expressed their displeasure at this.

Zuhayr Rahman, student at South Breeze
School, says, “It is quite disheartening that
we won't be able to sit for our exams after
so many months of hard work and I don't
think the approach exam boards have
taken with predicted grades will be able
to provide a fair assessment for each and
every student.” Some students, however,
are happy with the decision of predicted
grades. Dipro Nishanto from Sunnydale
School says, “This is something very good
for me because in the booklet they said that
the expected grades will be based upon the
AS results and also it’s a reflection on what
you did on O Levels. Following that and as
my grades in AS are good, I'm happy with
what I'm going forward with.”

According to some, predicted grades are
unfair, and it won’t show the actual po-
tential of the student. A teacher from an En-
glish medium school in Dhanmondi, who

requested anonymity, states, “The system is
completely flawed. Edexcel has asked teach-
ers to give a predicted grade. Every teacher
will be giving the best grade they can and
assuming the teachers do it fairly, it will still
be unfair for the students who are appear-
ing as the grades will be standardised by
the school’s previous performance.” This
means the grades will be based on the past
performance of the school and outstanding
batches from a school that previously may-
be did not perform that well, cannot live
up to their potential, leading to thousands
of students getting grades that they don't
deserve, be that better or worse. All these
factors will lead to an inaccurate assessment
of the student, which will later lead to a
huge impact on their future.

The question still remains — was there
a better option? To be fair, there may not
have been. According to Quazi Rafquat
Hossain, Edexcel Physics teacher at Think
Tank, this is the best anyone could have
hoped for. He comments, “It’s not like
they're forcing anyone. Students and candi-
dates at their discretion can choose to take
the center assessment grades or shift to the
October session.”

Another important factor is the det-
riment that all of this is causing to an
individual student’s preparations. “Study-
ing now, right before exams, is most crucial.
This is the time where you solve question
papers and get more familiar with the type
of questions and pattern you'll see when
you sit for the exam,” say Sarara Azmayeen,

a student at Academica Institute, who was
supposed to be sitting for her AS exams this
year.

The October session is still in play, giv-
ing students a chance to shift their exams
to later this year. It's not possible to predict
whether Covid-19 will be gone by then,
so it’s still very uncertain if conditions will
prove good enough for exams to be held.
For Edexcel, only A Level exams are held in
October; IGCSEs have never been held at
that time in the past. It may be a possibility
that they take IGCSEs in October, but that
would have its own difficulties. To prepare
for an IGCSE in October, Edexcel needs to
do a lot of background logistics, many of
which will prove difficult given the short
amount of time remaining. I would stick
to the predicted grades rather than wait
around for relevant boards to cancel the
exams again.
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The question students still have on their
mind — what is the best option going
forward? According to Cambridge Phys-
ics teacher Mohammad Faisal, “IGCSE
students should start studying for their AS
while AS students should start studying for
their A2 to opt for the best results they can
get. A2 students should keep an eye out
for what their universities are saying and
in this break fill out on anything they have
missed.”

These are confusing times and for now
nothing is certain. The best way to move
forward would be to look at all the infor-
mation available, and to make a decision
catered to each individual's goals and
practical realities.

Abhoy Hriddo is an AS student facing the same
dilemma as every other student. Knock him at
abhoyhriddo@gmail.com
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Undergraduate Programs
*BEA
= B.5c. (Hons.} in Economics
= B A, (Hens.} in English
* LL. B {Hons.)
Faculty of Engineering and Applied Sciences
*BScinCSE
*B.5c.inEEE

* B. 5 c. in Textile Engineering

[Weakend and evening class & special tuition fee waiver for diploma holders)

Graduate Programs

* MBA * Masters of Arts (M.A] in English
* M.AInELT *LLM

= M.Sc. in Economics * MBM

= EMBA

Quality education at an affordable cost
International collaboration/Credit transfer facility
Career guidance and job placement

Free medical facility

Free internet and WiFi facility

Large playground

42 Highly-equipped labs and workshops

Plot No. 77-78, Main Road, Rupnagar, Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216

Bangladesh University of Business and Technology

@WhatsApp @Viber
01845734337

Spacial tuition fee waiver for siblings (25% each)
014680050630, 01741129235
D1947169189. D1554882075

3 semesters based on the results of the
Special tuition fee waiver for spouses (25% each)

S5C and HSC Examinations
® 10%-100% Tuition fee waiver based on the

for poor and meritorious students
| 25%-100% Tuition fee walver for the first

® 10%-100% Tuilion fee waiver/scholarships
semaster results at BUBT
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