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These are unprecedented times. It really is, I asked my parents and they don't
remember a global pandemic. I looked at the history books and the last

time this had happened was in 1918, when they didn’t have social media to
make it all worse. In fact, the only reason they called the 1918 pandemic the
“Spanish” flu is because Spain was the only country that allowed its press to
run the story that the entire world was dying. Other countries just suppressed
the dissemination of information which made everything worse.

So wait, things were made worse back then by lack of information, and it’s
being made worse now by too much information? Well yeah, humans have
the beautiful ability to make things up and that’s just a game changer if you
give everyone the means to attain a broad audience. Like all things, informa-
tion dissemination requires balance. Alas! It’s a difficult balance, like Atlas
carrying the world on his shoulders but on a tightrope. We can only feel bad
for Atlas, and the weight that he’s carrying.

— Azmin Azran, Sub-editor, SHOUT
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WRITING GUIDE

Videos for
spiring Writers
Part Deux

AAQIB HASIB

Over a year ago—in February to be
exact—I wrote the first part of this article.
The entire purpose was to include videos
that inspired me and other amateur writ-
ers to pick up a pen, or more accurately
open a laptop, and start writing their
stories.

The current state of the world made
me start watching more of this genre of
videos, to get my own creative juices flow-
ing, and that’s where I thought I'd share it
with other aspiring writers out there, who
might just need a little motivation to get
their own projects underway.

FREE VERSE: NEIL GAIMAN AND DAVE
MCKEAN

If you go back and read the last one,
you'll notice how much of a “fanboy”

[ am for Gaiman. And usually, the
abundance of his presence in such lists
happens because of his readiness to adapt
to such mediums. However, I selected
this particular video simply due to the
brilliance of McKean, and the overall
synergy between Gaiman and McKean as
juggernauts in the 80s comic industry.
CRAIG THOMPSON AT MELTDOWN
COMICS

Thompson is the mastermind behind
Goodbye, Chunky Rice; Blankets; Habibi;
and many more. What really makes
Thompson unique is that he is both the
writer and the artist of his books. This
particular interview showcases the pro-
cess behind his initial writing and then

subsequently visualising it in image form.
Thompson also talks about fun ways in
which artists can set up their storyboards,
which I found really interesting.
CONVERSATION WITH MARJANE
SATRAPI AND ART SPIEGELMAN

Both Satrapi and Spiegelman have had
storied careers in the writing and, its
subset, comic industry. However, these
two are recognised specifically for their
monumental work on Persepolis (Satrapi)
and Maus (Spiegelman). Hearing these
two discuss their art form is inspiring, as
it almost seems like the creators are the
only true version of themselves. They also
talk more in-depth about their thoughts
during the process of creation.

NEIL GAIMAN AND CHIP KIDD: 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF SANDMAN

People who want to call me a “stan” can
now proceed to do so, but this really is

a masterpiece. I watched this video long
before I ever read Sandman in its entirety,
and while it does have its fair share of
spoilers, hearing about this is also what
convinced me to put the iconic series on
my reading list. Chip Kidd is also a great
interviewer, knowing exactly how to set
the stage for Gaiman to talk, and he puts
it all out there.

I hope everyone enjoys this list and
can use this as some form of inspiration
to catapult their next article/story/novel/
blog post out there.

Aaqib is stuck in an existential crisis loop.
Send help at aaqibhasib94 @gmail.com



