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Boro harvesting has begun across the country. In this recent photo, a group of farmers, maintaining social 

distancing, are seen carrying their harvested paddy. The photo was taken from Fulushree village in Barishal’s 

Agoiljhora upazila. PHOTO: STAR

Pabna to get hospital for 
Covid-19 patients
Work on to use 250-bed Pabna Community Hospital for the purpose
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The 250-bed Pabna Community 
Hospital, an institution run by Dhaka 
Community Hospital (DCH) Trust, 
has been designated for treatment of 
Covid-19 patients and suspects of the 
highly contagious disease. 

The decision has been taken 
considering the growing need for 
treatment of Covid-19 patients, 
said Prof Dr Quazi Qamruzzaman, 
chairman of DCH Trust. 

“A deal was finalised last week for 
using Pabna Community Hospital 
for treatment of Covid-19 patients. 
We have already submitted plan to 
the Ministry of Health for providing 
ventilators and other facilities for the 
purpose,” said Pabna Civil Surgeon Dr 
Mehedi Iqbal.

“It will run under the management 
of Pabna Medical College Hospital. 
A five-member committee headed by 
deputy civil surgeon has been formed 
for the purpose,” he added. 

“We have already closed the indoor 
service for general treatment and 
released the admitted patients. We 

will close other regular services of 
the hospital including treatment of 
outdoor patients and functioning of 
OT when everything gets ready for 
treatment of Covid-19 patients,” said 
Dr Taukir Hassan Himel, in charge of 
Pabna Community Hospital. 

The released patients have been 
referred to government hospitals, 
he added.

The 250-bed community hospital, 
established through public-private 
partnership, stared functioning with 
advanced technology in June, 2018, in 
Nurpur bypass area of the district town 
aiming to provide quality health service 

with very low cost, especially for poor 
people. 

“When a few other institutions 
declined to allow their set-up for 
treatment of Covid-19 patients, the 
authorities of the community hospital 
have agreed, bringing hope for the 
people affected by the highly contagious 
disease in Pabna and surrounding 
areas,” Pabna Deputy Commissioner 
Kabir Mahamud told The Daily Star. 

A section of the doctors, nurses and 
other employees of the institution have 
also agreed to work as part of the team 
for providing service to the Covid-19 
patients, he added.

A ward of Pabna Community Hospital lies vacant after the admitted patients 

were shifted to other treatment facilities as preparation to use the 250-bed 

set-up for treatment of Covid-19 patients. Below,general patients wait for 

outdoor medical service at the hospital. PHOTO: STAR

IMPACT OF COVID-19

Dipping vegetable prices dragging 
farmers down

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Vegetable growers in Lalmonirhat are 
watching the effects of Covid-19 with alarm 
as prices of produce continue to fall at local 
markets.  

With most of the vegetables and leafy 
greens reaching harvest time already and 
a shrinking number of buyers at kitchen 
markets amid ongoing nationwide 
shutdown, the growers have no other way 
but to harvest and sell the produce at prices 
below the cost of production.  

Bitter gourd is now selling for Tk 8 to Tk 
10 per kilogram. But just about three weeks 
back, it was selling for Tk 25 to Tk 30 a kg. 
Spinach is now being sold for Tk 10 to Tk 
12, as opposed to Tk 25 to Tk 35 two weeks 
back. 

Most other freshly harvested vegetables 
-- potato, cauliflower, cabbage, eggplant 
and pumpkin -- are now selling at nearly 
one-third of the price that the items would 
draw three weeks ago at the markets, the 
farmers said.    

“Vegetable prices have fallen so 
drastically that they are being sold below 
the cost of production. I do not like to sell 
the produce at such low prices, but if I don’t 
sell those after harvest, they would go bad,” 
said farmer Suja Ali from Chawratari village 
in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

“The spread of the pandemic is the 
reason behind our loss. But only about 
three weeks ago, I was making quite an 
unexpected profit from the sale of cabbage 
and cauliflower,” he added.     

Nur Islam, another vegetable grower 
from the same village, said he was also 
seeing profit from sale of spinach just 
a couple of weeks ago. But now, amid 
shutdown across the country due to the 
virus, he is being compelled to sell the 

same at loss. 
“Corona has brought misery to our lives. 

No one knows when things will be back to 
normal.” 

Asgar Ali, a resident of College Road 
area in Lalmonirhat town, said vegetable 
prices at kitchen markets took a nosedive 
as most people are trying to avoid crowded 
places such as kitchen markets in order 
to maintain social distancing, a measure 
recommended by experts to contain the 
spread of the pandemic.   

Vegetable trader Quader Miah, who 
is based in Aditmari upazila’s Kumrihat 
Kitchen Market, said, the market has plenty 

of supply of fresh vegetables and leafy 
greens, but there is hardly any buyer there. 

As a result, the vegetable traders are also 
counting losses for not being able to sell 
the produce before they spoil. 

They used to do good business by 
sending out locally produced vegetables 
to Dhaka and surrounding areas, but that 
source of income had to be suspended due 
to the spread of the virus, he also said.

Amid growing concerns over dwindling prices of vegetables, a farmer tending to a cauliflower 

plant at a vegetable field in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila’s Chawratari village.
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