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PRESS FREEDOM

Bangladesh 
drops one 
notch in 
world index
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh slipped one 
notch down in this year’s 
World Press Freedom Index 
by Reporters Without 
Borders, also known as 
Reporters sans frontières 
(RSF).

Bangladesh has ranked 
151st out of 180 countries 
while its position was 
150th last year, according 
to the report released 
recently.

Norway topped the 
Index for the fourth year 
in a row in 2020, while 
Finland is again the runner-
up. Denmark (up two at 
3rd) is next as both Sweden 
(down one at 4th) and the 
Netherlands (down one 
at 5th) have fallen as a 
result of increases in cyber-
harassment, the report said.

India has ranked 142nd, 
Pakistan 145th, Bhutan 
67th, the Maldives 79th, 
Nepal 112nd, Afghanistan 
122nd and Sri Lanka 
127th. North Korea is 
at the bottom of the list 
followed by Turkmenistan, 
Eritrea, and China.

In the chapter for 
Bangladesh, the report said, 

April 24, 1972 

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

IMPORT POLICY ANNOUNCED
The country’s first import policy for the 
January-June, 1972 shipping period is 
announced today. Explaining the salient 
features of the import policy, Commerce Minister MR Siddiqui 
says that there will be no import of luxury items for the period. 
Although the aim of the government is to arrange import through 
government agencies as far as practicable, it has been decided to 
allow import in the private sector since the government agencies 
are not fully equipped to handle all the import requirements and 
since there is also a need to rehabilitate the trading community 
engaged in import business. The government has also decided 
to induct newcomers in the import trade for a number of items. 
Preference will be given to those newcomers who suffered during 
the Liberation War including those whose shops and business 
establishment were damaged. The list of importable items contains 
essential consumer goods, industrial raw materials, spares and 
components.  
TV CORPORATION ABOLISHED 
The government of Bangladesh has decided to abolish Television 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

No import of luxury goods

Rashid Ahmed, 

author of Mukti 

Sangrame 

Bangladesh, 

presenting a 

copy of his book 

to Bangabandhu 

on April 18, 1972. 
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Watch over kids’ 
screen time

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

Coronavirus has disrupted the regular activities of 
mass people as most of them are now forced to stay 
at home to maintain social distancing.

At this time of shutdown, internet has become 
a source of essential information. It also connects 
netizens who are working from home. 

Besides, internet has taken a place in children’s 
lives at this time of crisis. As most of their schools 
are shut and they are denied access to outdoor 
activities and games, the amount of time they spend 
in front of screen increased. 

According to experts, this increasing screen 
time can be harmful for the mental and physical 
development of children. 

Allowing more time on screen may be a matter of 
survival for many parents but they can still take steps 
to mitigate the screens’ impact, they said. 

Chowdhury Rehnuma Tabassum, medical officer 
of pediatric neurology and autism department at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, 
said, “We need to think about screen time, video 
games and computers. It’s not healthy to let children 
spend too much of time in front of screens for video 
game.” 

In fact, World Health Organization (WHO) has 
officially classified video game addiction as a disease 
in 2018. 

The doctor suggested that parents should use this 
crisis time to develop a deeper connection with their 
children. 

“In a busy life, we get very little time to spend 
with our kids. So, this leisure time can be utilised by 
talking and playing with them,” she said.

STAY HOME, STAY WELL
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As players and spectators remain indoors amid the shutdown enforced 

to fight the coronavirus outbreak, Mirpur Sher-e-Bangla Stadium in the 

capital has turned deserted. It, however, is being frequented by many 

unique visitors in the meantime. This photo of a red-vented bulbul 

perching on a wire there was taken a couple of days ago.
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‘Long way to 
go’ to end 
virus crisis

Says WHO chief as countries 
mull reopening; China to 

give world body $30m more
AGENCIES

The global coronavirus crisis will not end any time soon, 
with many countries still in the early stages of the fight, 
health experts have warned as researchers revealed the first 
US deaths from the disease came weeks before the alarm 
was raised there.

The COVID-19 pandemic has killed more than 184,000 
people and infected 2.6 million, and nations are struggling 
to check its spread with social distancing measures and 
lockdowns, while trying to repair their virus-ravaged 
economies.

Some have started to slowly ease restrictions as pressure 
mounts on governments to find ways to reopen their 
societies after tens of millions of jobs were wiped out.

But World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus on Wednesday cautioned that the struggle is 
far from over.

“Make no mistake: we have a long way to go. This virus 
will be with us for a long time,” he said.

“Most countries are still in the early stages of their 
epidemics. And some that were affected early in the 
pandemic are now starting to see a resurgence in cases.”

Meanwhile, China yesterday announced it will give 
another $30 million to WHO to help in the global fight 
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People, including children, maintain physical distancing while waiting for lunch near Sadarghat Launch 

Terminal in the capital yesterday. Mojar Iskul (Fun School), an NGO that runs a school for street children, 

delivers over 300 lunches to people in need every day amid the coronavirus outbreak.     
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4 of a family 
found dead 
at home
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Police yesterday recovered 
throat-slit bodies of four 
members of a family from 
their home in Gazipur’s 
Sreepur upazila.

The victims are Fatema 
Begum, 40; her daughters 
Noora, 16, and Irin, 11; and 
son Fadil, 7; of Abdar area.

Fatema’s husband Kajal 
Miah is an expatriate in 
Malaysia. She used to live 
at the house for around 20 
years, said Arif, Fatema’s 
brother-in-law.

According to Arif, Fatema 
called him over phone and 
asked him to deliver some 
essential commodities and 
kitchen items at her home 
on Wednesday evening.

Arif reached Fatema’s 
place yesterday morning 
and knocked her door but 
none responded, he said, 
adding that he went back to 
the house again at 2:00pm 
but to no avail.

Worried, he entered the 
house using the roof of a 
neighbouring house and 
found the bodies lying on 
the floor, he said.

Liakat Ali, officer-in-
charge of Sreepur Police 
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Afternoon 
heavy rain 
sweeps over 
Dhaka
UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka dwellers witnessed a 
brief but heavy rain coupled 
with thunder showers 
yesterday afternoon.

Met office recorded a 
wind speed of 74 kilometers 
per hour in the capital in 
the afternoon, said AKM 
Nazmul Haque, said an 
official at the weather office.

The met office earlier 
predicted that rain 
or thunder showers 
accompanied by temporary 
gust or squally wind 
was likely to occur over 
Rajshahi, Dhaka, Tangail, 
Faridpur, Madaripur, 
Cumilla, Noakhali and 
Sylhet during the next 6-8 
hours starting at 3.30pm 
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THEFT OF RELIEF MATERIALS

7 UP chairmen, 
3 members 
suspended
UNB, Dhaka

The LGRD and cooperatives ministry has 
suspended seven more union parishad 
chairmen and three members over 
embezzlement of relief materials and 
irregularities in relief distribution amid the 
Covid-19 crisis.

With the latest suspensions, a total 
of 35 public representatives have been 
suspended so far.

A notification issued in this regard 
said the authorities have found various 
allegations brought against the public 
representatives to be true.

The allegations include embezzlement 
of relief materials, VGF rice and 
irregularities in relief distribution.

Besides, a public representative was 
suspended for traveling abroad breaching 
the government’s instruction to stay in 
electoral areas. Another faced music for 
arranging a mass gathering defying social 
distancing rules.

The suspended chairmen are Noor-e 
Alam Bepari of Kedarpur UP in Barishal’s 
Babuganj upazila; Mizanur Rahman Khan 
of Rajapur UP in Bhola Sadar upazila; 
Monir Hossain Mridha of Kamlapur 
UP in Patuakhali Sadar upazila; Shah 
al Shafi Ansari of Rahanpur UP in 
Chapainawabganj’s Gomastapur upazila; 
Siddiqur Rahman Mondol of Joshai UP 
under Rajbari’s Pangsha upazila; Zarjid 
Molla of Perli UP and Alauddin of 
Joynagar UP in Narail’s Kalia upazila.

The suspended UP members are 
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