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LATEST UPDATES

MORE THAN 2.5M CASES
2592,845, infections have now been reported
and at least 179,646 people have died,
according to an AFP tally at 1800 GMT yesterday
based on official sources. The United States has
the most deaths of any country with 45,150.
Italy is the second hardest-hit country, with
24,648 dead. Spain follows with 21,717, then
France with 20,829 and Britain with 18,141.

US STATE SUES CHINA'S LEADERS
The US state of Missouri on Tuesday sued
China’s leadership over the pandemic, seeking
damages over what it described as deliberate
deception and insufficient action to stop the
pandemic. The first-of-a-kind state lawsuit
comes amid calls in Congress to punish China
and a campaign by President Donald Trump to
focus on Beijing's role, amid criticism of his own
handling of the crisis.

TARAWIH AT HOLY MOSQUES
Saudi king Salman approved performing
Tarawih in the two holy mosques and reducing
them with the continued suspension of entry
of pilgrims, the Presidency of the Two Holy
Mosques’ Affairs said in a statement yesterday.
Saudi Arabia plans to ease curfew hours it
imposed on several cities during the month of
Ramadan.

HUMAN TRIAL OF VACCINE IN UK
Human trials of a potential coronavirus vaccine
developed at the University of Oxford are to
begin on Thursday, health secretary Matt
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- Study reports no benefit,

shows higher death rate

AFP, Washington

INTERNATIONAL

A malaria drug widely touted as a potential cure for COVID-19 showed no
benefit against the disease over standard care -- and was in fact associated with
more deaths, the biggest study of its kind showed Tuesday.

The US government funded analysis of how American military veterans
fared on hydroxychloroquine was posted on a medical preprint site and has
not yet been peer reviewed.

The experiment had several important limitations, but adds to a growing
body of doubt over the efficacy of the medicine that counts President Donald
Trump and right wing news channel Fox News among its biggest backers.

Researchers looked at the medical records of 368 veterans hospitalized
nationwide who either died or were discharged by April 11. Death rates for
patients on hydroxychloroquine were 28 percent, compared to 22 percent
when it was taken with the anti-biotic azithromycin -- a combination favored
by French scientist Didier Raoult, whose study on the subject in March triggered
a surge of global interest in the drug.

The death rate for those receiving only standard care was 11 percent.

Hydroxychloroquine, with or without azithromycin, was more likely to
be prescribed to patients with more severe illness, but the authors found that
increased mortality persisted even after they statistically adjusted for higher
rates of use.

They have received significant attention during the novel coronavirus
pandemic and have been shown in lab settings to block the virus from entering
cells and prevent it replicating -- but in the pharmaceutical world, “in vitro”
promise often fails to translate into “in vivo” success.

The true answer can only be determined through very large, randomized
clinical trials that assign patients to receive either the drug under investigation
or a placebo. Several of these are underway, including notably in the United
States, Europe, Canada and the United Kingdom.

Aerial view of a cemetery dedicated for cornavirus patients shows workers unloading a coffin from a truck in

Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, on Tuesday. PHOTO: AFP °
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