DHAKA WEDNESDAY APRIL 8, 2020, CHAITRA 25, 1426 BS The Baily Star | 5

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

INTERNATIONAL

5

Extend lockdown

beyond April 14

India’s state govts urge Centre as
354 cases reported in last 24 hrs

P11, New Delhi

Alot of state governments as well as experts are requesting the :
Central government to extend the nationwide coronavirus :
lockdown beyond April 14, and the Centre is thinking in :
this direction, government sources said yesterday. :

However, sources did not indicate if a final decision has :
been taken on the matter. :

India is currently under the 21-day lockdown since :
March 25, with only essential services exempted, to :
contain the fast-spreading virus, which has claimed more :
than 75,800 lives and afflicted over 13.5 lakh people across :
183 countries. :

As per ministry of health and family welfare data :
yesterday, India recorded 354 confirmed cases of Covid-19 :
taking the total number of cases in the country to 4,421. :

“Alot of state governments as well as experts are requesting :
Central Government to extend the lockdown. The Central :
government is thinking in this direction,” a source said.

The development comes a day after Prime Minister :
Narendra Modi asked countrymen to be ready for a long :
battle against the coronavirus pandemic, and exhorted :
people to not feel tired or defeated while and expressing :
confidence the country will emerge victorious in its fight. :

Meanwhile, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has :
shot off letters to chief ministers of Delhi and Maharashtra :
to ensure the safety of nurses hailing from Kerala working :
in these states following reports of para- medical staff :
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LATEST UPDATES

S KOREANS RECOVER AFTER PLASMA THERAPY
Two elderly South Korean coronavirus patients recovered from
severe pneumonia after being treated with plasma from survivors,

researchers said yesterday, offering hope in the face of the global
pandemic. Scientists have pointed to the potential benefits of plasma

--a blood fluid -- from recovered individuals who have developed
antibodies to the virus enabling the body’s defences to attackiit.

NEWBORNS CONTRACT VIRUS IN ROMANIA

A Romanian maternity unit was being investigated yesterday
after 10 newborns tested positive for the novel coronavirus, with

the suspicion they contracted the virus from healthcare staff.
“The mothers tested negative, but the babies tested positive so

we have to consider their contacts with medical staff, Health

Minister Nelu Tataru said in an interview with the Antena 3 TV

station late on Monday.

INDIA EASES MALARIA DRUG EXPORT BAN
India yesterday announced a partial lifting of a fresh export ban
on a malaria drug seen as a potential coronavirus treatment,
after US President Donald Trump hinted at “retaliation”.
(iting domestic needs, India banned on Saturday exports of

Volunteers throw a mixture of water, neem herb and turmeric as an alleged natural disinfectant on a street in a
residential area in Chennai, India yesterday during a government-imposed nationwide lockdown as a preventive
measure against the coronavirus. PHOTO: AFP

hydroxychloroquine which has shown early promise against
Covid-19 in small-scale studies in France and China.

DOZENS CONTRACT VIRUS AT PAK JAIL

being affected with Covid-19. Vijayan had said 46 nurses :
from Kerala in Mumbai have been infected by the virus :
and more than 150 nurses were under observation there.

US death toll nears 11,000

‘million nurses

Outbreak shows signs of levelling off in NY, New Jersey,
but vigilance urged amid fears of peak in cases

AGENCIES

The governors of New York, New
Jersey and Louisiana pointed to
tentative signs on Monday that
the coronavirus outbreak may be
starting to plateau in their states but
warned against complacency as the
death toll nationwide approached
11,000.

Although coronavirus cases and
deaths continued to mount, the
governors cited data suggesting the
rates of growth and hospitalisations
were slowing, possibly signalling
a peak was at hand in three US
epicentres of the pandemic.

More than 90% of Americans
were under statewide stay-at-home
orders issued in recent weeks,
with South Carolina joining on
Monday.

New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo said state-wide deaths from
Covid-19, the highly contagious
respiratory illness caused by the
virus, were up 599 from Sunday, on
par with an increase of 594 during
the previous 24 hours and 630 on
Friday.

The state’s overall tally of
confirmed cases grew by 7% from
the previous day to 130,680.
But hospitalisations, admissions
to intensive care units and
the number of patients put on

Britain set for 66,000 deaths,
most in Europe: study

Covid-19 in Britain, fewer than in Spain, Italy and

Trump press secretary
Grisham steps down

President Donald Trump’s chief spokeswoman
Stephanie Grisham, who never held a single
press briefing in a White House where Trump
runs much of the communications himself,

stepped down yesterday. The White House said

Grisham would now become spokeswoman
and chief of staff for Trump’s wife Melania.

“First Lady Melania Trump is today announcing

NY governor warns against
complacency

US begins blood tests for
immunity: reports

90% of Americans ordered
to stay home

ventilator machines to keep
them breathing had all declined,
Cuomo said.

“While none of this is good news,
the possible flattening of the curve
is better than the increases that we
have seen,” Cuomo told a daily
briefing, referring to the trend line
formed when infections, deaths and
other data are plotted on a graph. “If
we are plateauing, we are plateauing
at a high level.”

AFP, Paris

remained unrelenting.

life to date.

Murphy cited a 12%

March 30.
The US has begun taking:
blood samples from across the :

country to determine

reports.
The new tests

reports AFP.

Instead, they look for whether :
certain antibodies are present in the :
blood which shows that the person :
fought and then recovered from the :

illness -- even if they never showed :
: briefing.

symptoms.

Britain could see as many as 66,000 Covid-19
deaths during the first wave of the current
pandemic, new research showed yesterday, making
the outbreak there by far the deadliest in Europe.

France.

the true :
number of people infected with :
the coronavirus, using a test that :
works retrospectively, according to :

are based on
serological surveys, which differ from :
the nasal swabs used to determine :

if someone currently has the virus, : _ > <
: countries and regions for easing measures to slow the

But Britain’s epidemic lags behind the rest of
the continent by several days, and its death toll
trajectory is already steeper than other nations.

Using local and international data on case

: Says WHO, warns against easing
: lockdown measures too early

For doctors, nurses and emergency :

personnel in the trenches of the ; AGENCIES

unpreceder}ltled ppblic h Ealth c.ri.s is As Covid-19 captures global headlines, the World Health
- many still coping with scarcities ¢ Organization (WHO) warned yesterday that the world
of protective garments and other : needs nearly six million nurses
supplies - the pace of their work : :

The UN’s health agency along with partners Nursing

New York Gity accounts for two Now and the International Council of Nurses (ICN)

g(l) lrrl(jssgft:ejvr}lzci’%ﬁo tﬂfﬁt}i;?esfs:: who make up more than half of all health workers
about 45% of the nation’s total loss of worldwide.

underscored in a report the crucial role played by nurses,

“Nurses are the backbone of any health system,”

In neighbouring New Jersey, the WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a
state with the second-highest number : statement.

of cases and deaths, GOVZI‘;;’C_):O_IZ{;;E in the battle against Covid-19,” he noted, adding that it

growth rate in confirmed positive : healthy.”
cases on Monday, half the rate from ; "2 thy.

“Today, many nurses find themselves on the frontline
was vital they “get the support they need to keep the world

The report said that there are just under 28 million

: nurses on the planet. In the five years leading up to 2018,

the number grew by 4.7 million, reports AFP.

“But this still leaves a global shortfall of 5.9 million,”
the WHO said, pointing out that the greatest gaps were in
poorer countries in Africa, southeast Asia, the Middle East
and parts of South America.

The report urged countries to identify gaps in their
nursing workforce and invest in nursing education, jobs
and leadership.

Meanwhile, a spokesman said yesterday World Health
Organization has no blanket recommendation for

spread of the coronavirus pandemic, but urged them not
to lift them too early, reports Reuters.

“One of the most important parts is not to let go of the
measures too early in order not to have a fall back again,”
said WHO spokesman Christian Lindmeier in a virtual

Dozens of prisoners in a Pakistani jail have contracted the novel
coronavirus, officials have said, with more than 150 additional
inmates potentially infected as cases of Covid-19 continue to
soar in the impoverished country. At least 49 inmates at a jail in
the eastern city of Lahore have tested positive, according to a
tweet by the provincial chief minister late Monday.

FRANCE REPORTS ‘AGRICULTURAL ARMY’ CANDIDATES
More than 200,000 people have answered France’s call for
idled workers to help crop and livestock farmers desperate for
extra hands as summer approaches, Agriculture Minister Didier
Guillaume said yesterday. “Today we have more than 200,000
applicants, and we have 5,000 recruiters who are organising the
work,” Guillaume told France 2 television.

IRAN VIRUS DEATHS RISE 133 T0 3,872
Iran yesterday reported 133 new deaths from the novel coronavirus,
bringing the total number of officially confirmed fatalities to 3,872.
Inthe past 24 hours, 2,089 new cases of Covid-19 infection were
recorded across the country, health ministry spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour said. That brought the number of confirmed cases to
62,589, he told a televised news conference.

EU ANNOUNCES 15B EUROS TO FIGHT VIRUS
The European Union is to put up 15 billion euros ($16.4
billion) to help poor countries fight the coronavirus epidemic, the
bloc’s chief announced yesterday. European Commission head
Ursula von der Leyen said the money would help countries with
weak healthcare systems tackle the impact of Covid-19 and also
aid their long-term economic recovery.

SAUDI EXPECTS 200,000 CASES WITHIN WEEKS
Saudi Arabia’s health minister yesterday warned of a huge
spike in coronavirus cases of up to 200,000 within the coming
weeks, state media reported. “Within the next few weeks,
studies predict the number of infections will range from a
minimum of 10,000 to a maximum of 200,000,” the official Saudi
Press Agency reported, citing minister Tawfiq al-Rabiah.

WORKERS FACING WORST CRISIS: UN
Some 1.25 billion workers are seeing their livelihoods
threatened by the Covid-19 pandemic, the United Nations
said yesterday, warning it was the “worst global crisis” since
World War I1. In a fresh study, the International Labour
Organization warned that the global spread of the new
coronavirus and the drastic measures taken to rein in the
disease would, during the second quarter of 2020 alone,
wipe out 6.7 percent of working hours globally.
SOURCE: AFP
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that Stephanie Grisham will be rejoining Modelling conducted by the Institute for pumbers, as well as age mortality breakdowns | | ww werem

the East Wing full time as chief of staff and Health Metrics and Evaluation from Italy, China and the US, | [ P WL T, ST A |
spokesperson,” a statement said. Grisham took (IHME) at the University the team at IHME modelled | | nE ) rreTrE -.,1.;-1.

up the once high profile job of White House of  Washington’s  School P the expected death toll on a | [ 'r:r- et =T TeT1 T )

press secretary in June last year but has been of Medicine showed that country-by-country basis. 3 S e ————— = —— Wt EA

largely invisible since. approximately 151,680 people
were likely to die from the virus

across the continent.

A key consideration was an
individual nation’s intensive
care bed capacity.
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Most European nations have introduced strict “We are expecting a foreboding few weeks | | 34 | = 214 = S TR, TR S I

belligerents by the United Nations to protect them

from air strikes. Without mentioning Russia, the

social distancing measures to try to stem the virus
spread. More than 5,000 people have died from

for people in many parts of Europe,” said IHME
Director Christopher Murray.
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investigation concluded that in four out of the
seven cases studied by the board - a school, a
health center, a surgical hospital and a protection 33
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had carried out the airstrike.”In 2019, The New

e =T, TN A7 Y

TEE FE | apEry O aikem, B sy
e, W6 @iele TTen, AT YRS
AN, JHEFERF TEEeE, R NSEEm

TN O WA
HETEE O] e

York Times published an exhaustive investigation
that directly incriminated Russia in attacks on
hospitals in Syria.

WhatsApp tightens

sharing limits

WhatsApp yesterday placed new limits on
message forwarding as part of an effort to
curb the spread of misinformation about the
coronavirus pandemic. The new policy limits
users to forwarding certain messages to one
“chat”at a time, aiming to limit the rapid
propagation of content which is provocative
but likely to be false. The Facebook-owned
messaging platform said it took the action to
enable people to concentrate on personal and
private communications during the health

crisis. In recent weeks, “we’ve seen a significant

increase in the amount of forwarding which
users have told us can feel overwhelming
and can contribute to the spread of

misinformation,”WhatsApp said in a blog post.
SOURCE: AFP

NZ's health minister apologises after breaking lockdown

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

New Zealand's health minister has described
himself as an “idiot” after he flouted his country’s
lockdown measures to go on a trip to the beach
with his family.

David Clark drove his family 12
miles to the beach in late March during
the early stages of the lockdown.

In a statement, Clark, who
offered to resign for breaching the
restrictions, said: “I've been an idiot,
and I understand why people will be
angry with me.”

He had earlier admitted to driving
his van to a park near his home to go mountain
biking.

Jacinda Ardern, New Zealand’s prime minister,
said yesterday that she had not accepted Clark’s
resignation offer because it would jeopardise the
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country’s coronavirus response.

Ardern said: “Under normal conditions I would
sack the minister of health. What he did was %)
wrong, and there are no excuses.”

“I expect better, and so does New Zealand,” she
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role as associate finance minister. 3

He is not the only senior official
to fall foul of new coronavirus-
related restrictions. On Sunday,
Scotland’s chief medical officer
resigned for breaching the UK'’s
lockdown measures by visiting her second
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home twice.

New Zealand’s lockdown measures came into
force in late March and will last at least four
weeks.
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