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Less than 20,000 deaths 
would be ‘good result’

Says UK health chief; lockdown to last ‘significant’ period
REUTERS, London

The United Kingdom will do well if it manages 
to keep the coronavirus death toll below 20,000, 
a senior health official said on Saturday after the 
deadliest day so far of the outbreak saw the number 
of fatalities rise to more than 1,000.

Meanwhile, the British 
government yesterday 
admitted that the 
coronavirus lockdown could 
last a “significant” time as 
a leading expert warned it 
could be in place until June.

“I can’t make an accurate 
prediction but everyone I 
think does have to prepare for 
a significant period when these measures are still in 
place,” cabinet minister Michael Gove told the BBC.

Britons have been told to stay inside wherever 
possible to limit the spread of COVID-19, joining 
millions of people on lockdown worldwide.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson initially said the 

shutdown would be for three weeks.
Stephen Powis, the medical director of National 

Health Service England, warned the public against 
complacency and said everyone had to play their 
part in hindering the spread of the virus.

When asked if Britain was on the same trajectory 
as Italy, where the death 
toll has passed 10,000, 
Powis said that if the public 
adhered to the nationwide 
lockdown the total toll 
could be kept below 20,000.

“If it is less than 20,000... 
that would be a good result 
though every death is a 
tragedy, but we should not 

be complacent about that,” he said at a news 
conference in Downing Street.

Boris Johnson became the first leader of a 
major power to announce a positive test result 
for coronavirus on Friday. He is self-isolating in 
Downing Street but still leading the UK response 
to the crisis.

PM apologises to India’s poor
Says lockdown the only option to prevent epidemic; states told to seal borders
AGENCIES

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
asked the nation’s poor for forgiveness 
yesterday, as the economic and human 
toll from his 21-day nationwide lockdown 
deepens and criticism mounts about a 
lack of adequate planning ahead of the 
decision.

Modi on Tuesday announced a three 
week-lockdown to curb the spread 
of coronavirus. But, the decision has 
particularly stung millions of India’s poor, 
leaving many hungry and forcing tens of 
thousands of jobless migrant labourers to 
walk hundreds of kilometres from cities to 
their native villages.

“I would firstly like to seek forgiveness 
from all my countrymen,” Modi said in a 
nationwide radio address.

The poor “would definitely be thinking 
what kind of prime minister is this, who 
has put us into so much trouble,” he said, 
urging people to understand there was no 
other option.

“Steps taken so far… will give India 
victory over corona,” he added.

Modi, whose government on Thursday 

announced a $22.6 billion economic 
stimulus plan to provide direct cash 
transfers and food handouts to India’s 
poor, however, did not offer any clarity on 
future plans.

In an op-ed published on Sunday, Abhijit 
Banerjee and Esther Duflo - two of the three 
winners of the Nobel Prize in Economics in 

2019 - warned that even more aid for the 
poor is needed.

“Without that, the demand crisis will 
snowball into an economic avalanche, 
and people will have no choice but to defy 
orders,” they wrote in the Indian Express.

Police said four migrants were killed on 
Saturday when a truck ran into them in the 

western state of Maharashtra.
On Saturday, a migrant collapsed and 

died in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh 
while on a 270 kilometres (168 miles) walk 
home, according to a police official.

“We will die of walking and starving 
before getting killed by corona,” said 
migrant worker Madhav Raj, 28, as he 
walked by the road in Uttar Pradesh.

The number of confirmed coronavirus 
cases in India rose to 979 yesterday, 
including 25 deaths.

Meanwhile, New Delhi yesterday told 
states to seal their borders and encourage 
migrant labourers to stay where they are by 
providing food and shelter. 

The terminuses and the packed buses - 
where people even sat on the roof - went 
against the government’s efforts to ensure 
social distancing, the only way to slow 
down the progress of the highly infectious 
coronavirus.

The states have been asked to stop 
incoming buses at the border and place 
the occupants on a mandatory 14-day 
quarantine. Food and other essentials 
should be made available to the people 
during this period, the order said.

Privacy rights may 
become next victim

AFP, Washington

Digital surveillance and smartphone technology may 
prove helpful in containing the coronavirus pandemic -- 
but some activists fear this could mean lasting harm to 
privacy and digital rights.

From China to Singapore to Israel, governments have 
ordered electronic monitoring of their citizens’ movements 
in an effort to limit contagion. In Europe and the United 
States, technology firms have begun sharing “anonymized” 
smartphone data to better track the outbreak.

These moves have prompted soul-searching by privacy 
activists who acknowledge the need for technology to save 
lives while fretting over the potential for abuse.

“Governments around the world are demanding 
extraordinary new surveillance powers intended to contain 
the virus’ spread,” the Electronic Frontier Foundation said 
in an online post.

“Many would invade our privacy, deter our free speech, 
and disparately burden vulnerable groups of people. 
Governments must show that such powers would actually 
be effective, science-based, necessary, and proportionate.”

The measures vary from place to place. Hong Kong 
ordered people arriving from overseas to wear tracking 
bracelets, and Singapore has a team of dedicated digital 
detectives monitoring those living under quarantine.

Israel’s security agency Shin Bet has begun using 
advanced technology and telecom data to track civilians.

In perhaps the strictest move, China gave people 
smartphone codes displayed in green, yellow, and red, 
determining where citizens can and cannot go.

China is also among the countries enhancing censorship 
about the crisis, human rights watchdog Freedom House 
said, while others are blocking websites or shutting off 
internet access.

“We have observed a number of concerning signs that 
authoritarian regimes are using COVID-19 as a pretext 
to suppress independent speech, increase surveillance, 
and otherwise restrict fundamental rights, going beyond 
what is justified by public health needs,” said Michael 
Abramowitz, president of the group.

Some activists cite the precedent of the September 11, 
2001 attacks, which opened up the door to more invasive 
surveillance in the name of national security.

“There is a risk these tools will become normalized 
and continue even after the pandemic slows,” said Darrell 
West, who heads the Brookings Institution’s Center for 
Technology Innovation.

But even some digital privacy defenders say it may be 
prudent to use some of the available data to help control 
the outbreak.

“I’m not against fighting this epidemic with data 
or tech,” said Ryan Calo, a University of Washington 
researcher affiliated with Stanford’s Center for Internet and 
Society. “The problem with implementing surveillance in 
an emergency is that it might acclimate people to that.”

KILLER CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Chaos emerging amid lockdowns
Anger grows out of uncertainty around the world ‘amid new way of life’

AGENCIES

As countries began enforcing strict 
lockdowns to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus, the uncertainty over 
future, specially among the poor, is 
beginning to spark anger and chaos.

Unprecedented measures by 
governments to tackle the coronavirus 
pandemic has forced more than 3 
billion people to remain home. But 
without clarification and a timeframe 
when the situation will improve, some 
of the most vulnerable groups have 
already began to express dissent. 

President Hassan Rouhani yesterday 
warned that “the new way of life” in 
Iran was likely to be prolonged, as its 
declared death toll from the novel 
coronavirus rose to 2,640.

“We must prepare to live with this 
virus until a treatment or vaccine is 
discovered, which has not yet happened 
to date,” President Hassan Rouhani 
said in a cabinet meeting.

In Sicily, police with batons and guns 
have moved in to protect supermarkets 
on the Italian island of Sicily after 
reports of looting by locals who could 
no longer afford food.

The novel coronavirus has claimed 

more than 10,000 lives across the 
Mediterranean country, about a third 
of the world’s total, creating the worst 
emergency Italians have known since 
World War II.

Simultaneously, it has eroded the 
economy, which had been the third-
largest in the European Union before 
the new illness reached Italian shores 
from China last month.

A lockdown designed to curb 
contagion has shut almost everything 
across the country since March 12, 
depriving millions of steady incomes.

The building sense of desperation 
reportedly boiled over on Thursday in 
Sicily, long one of Italy’s least developed 
regions.

According to La Repubblica daily, 
a group of locals ran out of one of 
Palermo’s supermarkets without paying.

“We have no money to pay, we have 
to eat,” someone reportedly shouted at 
the cashiers.

In other Sicilian towns, small shops 
owners that are still allowed to stay open 
have been pressured by the locals to give 
them free food, Il Corriere della Sera said.

The paper wrote of a ticking “social 
time bomb” in the region.

“I am afraid that concerns shared 
by much of the population -- about 
health, income, the future -- will turn 
into anger and hatred if this crisis 
continues,” Giuseppe Provenzano, 
Italy’s minister overseeing southern 
regions, told La Repubblica.

In Thailand, dozens of prisoners broke 
furniture and smashed windows during 
a riot in a Thai jail yesterday sparked 
by fears of a coronavirus outbreak in 
the facility. During the violence some 
convicts escaped from the Buriram prison 
where 2,000 are held, the justice ministry 
said. Seven have been arrested.

Justice Minister Somsak Thepsutin 
confirmed that a group of inmates 
sentenced to life had started “agitating” 
other prisoners with rumours of a virus 
outbreak.

In India’s cities, too, anger was 
rising. “We have no food or drink. I 
am sat down thinking how to feed my 
family,” said Amirbee Shaikh Yusuf, 50, 
in Mumbai’s sprawling Dharavi slum.

“There is nothing good about this 
lockdown. People are angry, no one is 
caring for us.”

Trudeau’s wife 
recovers from virus
AFP, Montreal

Sophie Gregoire-Trudeau, 
the wife of Canada’s Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, 
has recovered from the 
novel coronavirus, she said 
Saturday. “I am feeling 
so much better and have 
received the all clear from 
my physician and Ottawa 
Public Health,” she wrote 
on her Facebook page. She 
had tested positive for the 
virus on March 12 after 
returning from Britain, with 
her husband subsequently 
going into self-quarantine 
as a precautionary measure. 
“I strongly believe that 
science AND compassion 
will get us through this 
crisis,” Gregoire-Trudeau 
said. “That means listening 
and following the health 
protocols and staying at 
home for the time being.” 
Earlier Saturday Trudeau 
told reporters he intended 
to remain with his family 
even though his 14-day 
isolation period had ended.

North Korea fires two 
short-range missiles
North Korea fired what appeared to be two 
short-range ballistic missiles off its east coast 
yesterday, the fourth such launch this month as 
the world battles the coronavirus outbreak. The 
string of weapons drills come as a prolonged 
hiatus in disarmament talks with the United 
States drags on, and despite recent overtures 
from Washington offering help to contain the 
pandemic. South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
the North fired the two projectiles, presumed to 
be ballistic missiles, from the port city of Wonsan 
into the Sea of Japan, also known as the East 
Sea. Tokyo’s defence ministry said the projectiles 
fell short of Japanese waters and the country’s 
exclusive economic zone. The nuclear-armed 
North has conducted 3 more launches this month.

Saudi intercepts missiles 
fired from Yemen 
Saudi air defences intercepted ballistic missiles 
over Riyadh and a city on the Yemen border late 
Saturday, leaving at least two civilians wounded 
in the capital that is under curfew in a bid to 
curb the spread of the coronavirus. Multiple 
explosions shook Riyadh in the attack, which the 
Saudi-led military coalition blamed on Yemen’s 
Iran-aligned Huthi rebels who have previously 
targeted Saudi cities with missiles, rockets and 
drones. It was the first major assault on Saudi 
Arabia since the Huthis offered last September 
to halt attacks on the kingdom after devastating 
twin strikes on Saudi oil installations. Missiles 
interception sent shrapnel raining on residential 
neighbourhoods in the cities, leaving two 
civilians injured in Riyadh, a civil defence 
spokesman said in a separate statement released 
by SPA.

Taliban says no to 
Afghan negotiators
The Taliban on Saturday rejected an Afghan 
government negotiation team set up to hold 
talks with the insurgent group in a bid to end 
the country’s 18-year-old conflict. After months 
of delays, the government on Friday announced 
a 21-member team -- including five women 
-- to take part in the upcoming talks, a crucial 
step in bringing the warring parties to the table 
and getting a floundering, US-led peace process 
back on track. But the Taliban in a statement said 
the government had failed to put forward an 
“inclusive” team. Under a deal signed by the US 
and the Taliban last month, the insurgents agreed 
to resume talks with the Afghan government and 
discuss a possible ceasefire. In return, the US and 
foreign partner forces agreed to withdraw from 
Afghanistan over the next 14 months.

SOURCE: AFP

Malaria drug is 
biggest hope
Says Novartis CEO
REUTERS, Zurich

Novartis Chief Executive Vas Narasimhan said his 
Sandoz generics unit’s malaria, lupus and arthritis drug 
hydroxychloroquine is the company’s biggest hope 
against the coronavirus, Swiss newspaper SonntagsZeitung 
reported yesterday.

Novartis has pledged to donate 130 million doses and is 
supporting clinical trials needed before the medicine, which 
US President Donald Trump also has been promoting, can 
be approved for use against the coronavirus.

Other companies including Bayer and Teva have also 
agreed to donate hydroxychloroquine or similar drugs, 
while Gilead Sciences is testing its experimental drug 
remdesivir against coronavirus.

“Pre-clinical studies in animals as well as the first data 
from clinical studies show that hydroxychloroquine kills 
the coronavirus,” Narasimhan told the newspaper. 

Narasimhan said three other Novartis drugs - Jakavi for 
cancer, multiple sclerosis drug Gilenya and fever drug Ilaris 
- are being studied for their effect on complications related 
to COVID-19, the newspaper reported. This follows separate 
efforts to re-purpose drugs made by companies including 
Roche and Sanofi to treat Covid-19 complications.

Migrant workers travel on crowded buses as they return to their villages, during a 21-day nationwide lockdown to limit the 

spreading of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Ghaziabad, on the outskirts of New Delhi, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

US infant dies 
from COVID-19
AFP, Washington

A US infant has died from 
the COVID-19 illness, 
officials in the state of 
Illinois said on Saturday, 
marking an extremely rare 
case of juvenile death in the 
global pandemic. The state 
Department of Public Health 
said the child who died in 
Chicago was younger than 
one year old and had tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
“There has never before 
been a death associated with 
COVID-19 in an infant,” the 
department’s director Ngozi 
Ezike said in a statement. 
Last week, top French 
health official Multiple 
studies have found the virus 
disproportionately affects 
older patients and those 
with underlying conditions.

DEATH TOLL PASSES 31,000
At least 31,412 people have died worldwide 

from the coronavirus -- some 22,260 of those in 
Europe -- since the epidemic started in China in 
December, according to an AFP tally compiled 

at 1000 GMT Saturday based on official sources. 
With 10,023 deaths, Italy alone accounts for 

almost a third of the world death toll. The next 
countries with the highest official deaths are 
Spain (6,528), mainland China (3,295), Iran 

(2,640) and France (2,314).

RECORD DEATHS IN SPAIN
Spain tightens measures, ordering a halt to all 

non-essential activities and telling workers to stay 
home for two weeks. The country has the world’s 
second-highest toll and confirmed another 838 
deaths in the last 24 hours, a new daily record. 

The number of confirmed cases reached 78,797 on 
Sunday, a one-day increase of 9.1 percent.

TRUMP BACK-FLIPS ON NY LOCKDOWN
Some eight hours after stunning the New York 
metropolitan region with a proposal to place it 
under quarantine, US President Donald Trump 

decides against imposing a broad lockdown. His 
reversal comes on the same day as the US death 
toll tops 2,100, more than doubling in just three 

days. The US has the most confirmed cases in 
the world.

FOOD COUPONS IN ITALY
Italy announces it will send food vouchers to 
those who cannot afford groceries. The novel 

coronavirus has claimed more than 10,000 lives 
across the Mediterranean country, about a third 

of the world’s total, creating the worst emergency 
Italians have known since World War II.

UK SITUATION TO ‘GET WORSE’
In a leaflet being sent to more than 30 million 
households in the UK, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson warns “things will get worse 

before they get better”. The government says 
the lockdown could last a “significant” time, as 
infection rates spiral and the death toll passes 

1,000. Russia, which has not imposed a full 
lockdown, will close its borders on Monday and 

next week will be a week off from work.

AUSTRALIA LIMITS GATHERINGS
Gatherings will be restricted to just two people 
in Australia from today-- down from the current 

limit of 10 -- and playgrounds, outdoor gyms 
and skateparks will be closed across the country. 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said all over-70s as 
well as indigenous people over 50, who are more 

susceptible to diseases, are now being strongly 
advised to self-isolate at home. Australia has 

recorded almost 4,000 cases of COVID-19, with the 
death toll reaching 16 yesterday. Meanwhile New 
Zealand reported its first novel coronavirus death.

MODI ASKS FOR FORGIVENESS
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi apologised 

to citizens for the sweeping 21-day lockdown 
that has brought the country of 1.3 billion 

people to a halt, leaving many migrant workers 
jobless and penniless. “I believe that you will 

forgive me... I had to take some decisions which 
have inconvenienced you in various ways, 

especially my poor brothers and sisters,” he said.
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