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PRAYER TIMING MARCH 26

CITY

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Free Bangladesh celebrates 
first Independence Day

MARCH 26, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

STEPS TOWARDS 
SOCIALISM
In a historic address to 
the nation broadcast and 
telecast today from his office, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman declares his commitment towards 

Bangabandhu 

addressing 

the nation 

over radio 

on March 26, 

1972. 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5 

8 killed in 
road crashes
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

At least eight people 
were killed and 12 others 
injured in three road 
accidents in Bogura 
yesterday.

Of them, six people 
were killed when Dhaka-
bound bus lost control 
and collided head-on 
with a salt-laden truck in 
Sherpur’s Ghogabottola 
area on Dhaka-Rangpur 
highway around 11:30am, 
said Ratan Hossain, in-
charge of Fire Service And 
Civil Defence in Sherpur.

Three of the deceased 
were identified as Belal 
Hossain, 17, son of 
Abdur Rashid from 
Anontorampur village 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 

A mad 
scramble to 
get home

Thousands ignore govt advice to stay 
indoors, leave capital posing serious 

risk of spreading coronavirus
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Ignoring the government advice to stay home, people in 
droves continued to leave Dhaka for their village homes 
yesterday. 

This increased the risk that the coronavirus might spread 
across the country, say experts.

As the operations of launch, domestic flight, and 
passenger train were suspended from Tuesday until further 
notice, people yesterday took road transport to reach 
homes as the government is going to place all public 
transport services on roads on “lockdown” from today 
until April 4.

The pressure of people and vehicles was so intense 
that around 30km stretch of the Dhaka-Tangail highway 
in Tangail witnessed gridlock for hours, while 300 to 
500 vehicles got stuck at ferry terminals on the Shimulia-
Kathalbari and Paturia-Daulatdia routes that linked Dhaka 
with 21 southern districts.

During March 26 to April 4, freight trains, cargo vessels, 
trucks, and lorries carrying goods, medicine, fuel and 
perishable items will, however, operate as usual, according 
to directives from different ministries.

The government on Monday announced closure of all 
public and private offices from March 26 to April 4 as part 
of its efforts to contain the spread of Covid-19.

Announcing a series of measures at a press conference 
on that day, Cabinet Secretary Khandker Anwarul Islam 
advised people not to go outside homes unless they need 
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People cram into a ferry at Paturia Ferry Terminal in Manikganj yesterday ahead 

of a 10-day public holiday beginning today. Over 300 vehicles, including buses 

and trucks, were stranded at the terminal for hours as the BIWTC ferries could 

not carry them due to a huge rush of passengers from Dhaka. A countrywide ban 

on the movement of public transport on roads and highways comes into force 

today. The ban would remain in force until April 4 to slow down the spread of 

novel coronavirus. However, movement of goods-laden trucks would remain out 

of the purview of the ban.
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