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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police in different areas of port city have 
started taking action against people who 
are roaming around without any valid 
reason, as part of precautionary steps to 
stop the spread of coronavirus.  

Apart from that, Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police (CMP) issued a 
circular to the city’s mosques, asking them 
to raise awareness through loudspeakers 
before every azan.

After dividing into small teams, 
Kotwali police were seen dispersing 
public gatherings in Jamal Khan, New 
Market, CRB and Andarkilla areas 
yesterday noon. 

Wearing masks, gloves and protective 
gear, and armed with sticks, officers 
admonished those who ignored the “stay 
home” government order and roamed 
around without valid reasons.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Md Mohsin of 
Kotwali Police Station said, “We’re trying 
to keep everyone indoors and dispersing 
those who are ignoring the government 
order.”

“If they don’t listen, we’ll force them to 
comply with the order,” he added. 

Earlier on Tuesday night, police locked 
down a flat and building in the city’s 
Chandgaon and Bakalia areas, after a 
woman who recently returned from Saudi 
Arabia contracted Covid-19. The woman’s 
family members resided in those areas 
and visited her house frequently.

Amid growing concerns, CMP 
Commissioner Mahbubur Rahman issued 
a notice, asking mosques to use their 
loudspeakers to make residents aware of 
precautionary measures.

Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Public Relation) Abu Bakar Siddique 
confirmed the matter.

Police in the port city have stepped into the streets to direct residents to stay indoors. 

Authorities are also spraying the roads with disinfectants for extra measures. This 

photo was taken yesterday from the city’s Jamal Khan area. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Ctg police disperse 
public gatherings

Shortage of testing
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whether any of the patients are affected by the virus without 
testing them,” said doctor Suleiman Kabir, registrar of 
medicine ward of the hospital. 

According to hospital protocol, a patient has to first 
come to the medicine ward for primary diagnosis, after 
which, depending on condition, they are sent to isolation. 

However, doctors at the medicine ward face major risk, 
as protective equipment are almost completely unavailable.

“Even us doctors don’t have sufficient protective 
equipment other than simple masks,” he added. 

“It is the season of different types of fever including 
common flu, whose symptoms are similar to those of 
coronavirus,” said SBMCH director Dr Md Bakir Hossain. 

There is an urgency for testing equipment at the 
hospital, he said, adding that coronavirus-affected patients 
may otherwise be admitted to other wards. “I can’t give PPE 
to all doctors; it’s very limited in supply.”

“I am in constant communication with higher 
authorities for establishing a lab to test coronavirus, or 
arranging kits to test it as soon as possible,” said divisional 
director of health and family planning Basu Deb Das.  

In Barishal division, 2,472 people are under home 
quarantine as of yesterday, up from 2,232 on Tuesday. 
Three people have been sent to isolation at SBMCH. 

A patient who was in an isolation ward in Barguna has 
been sent home, said divisional director Dr Basu Deb.ICU facilities
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send them to healthcare centres designated for isolation.”

Talking to The Daily Star, Civil Surgeon Sheikh Fazle 
Rabbi said, “We have told the CMCH authorities to 
facilitate at least four beds at ICU for coronavirus patients. 
Apart from that, we are trying to arrange some ICU beds in 
the 250-bed Chattogram General Hospital, but it will take 
at least three weeks.”

Though there are separate ICU units in different private 
clinics including Max Hospital, Park View, CSCR, Royal 
Hospital, Chattogram Metropolitan Hospital, Medical 
Centre, Surgiscope and Treatment Centre, the number of 
beds with ICU facilities is not more than 50.

However, it is imperative to treat Covid-19 patients in 
complete isolation with ICU services.

Contacted, Prof Dr Emran Bin Yunus, former principal 
of Chattogram Medical College, said, “We need to rearrange 
our available ICU resources.”

At first, an ICU unit can immediately be opened at the 
Bangladesh Institute of Tropical and Infectious Diseases by 
collecting some of the existing ICU facilities from CMCH 
and Combined Military Hospital, Chattogram, as well as 
from Dhaka, said Dr Yunus.

 “Besides, the authorities need to sit with owners of 
private clinics to provide some facilities there,” he added.

Since Covid-19 is a highly contagious disease, the 
private clinics having ICU units can dedicate a few of their 
ICU beds in isolated cabins, said Dr Yunus, also a scientific 
consultant for World Health Organization (WHO).

“Private healthcare centres need to come forward with 
a mindset to share and sacrifice in order to tackle the 
situation,” said Prof Yunus, adding that a guideline should 
be formulated to prioritise patients who would need ICU 
facilities in the given situation.

Elderly kidney patient
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of Sylhet suggested not to arrange any gathering during the 
funeral, he said.

Contacted, Atiqur Rahman, manager of Kidney 
Foundation in Sylhet, said, “Gias Uddin was our patient 
since February 2019 and was undergoing dialysis there 
three days a week.”

“On March 21 night, he was given dialysis here and 
the next morning, he came back with some physical 
complexity. Not for coronavirus fear, as we didn’t have any 
ICU facility and his condition was not good, we suggested 
him to go to a hospital with such facility,” he claimed.

Contacted, Dr Premananda Mandal, civil surgeon of 
Sylhet, said, “The death of an elderly person without proper 
treatment is unfortunate. Everyone, even the coronavirus 
affected patients, has the right to get proper medical care. 
Home quarantine doesn’t mean someone is affected, it’s a 
precautionary step only.”

“The medical history of the deceased may suggest he 
died of kidney complexities, but the fact of the matter is 
that he was denied treatment because of fear,” he said. 

Doctors at different hospitals and clinics are worried 
due to the coronavirus outbreak, but it should not be the 
way. We are urging all doctors to provide proper healthcare 
to patients,” the civil surgeon said.

India sends
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best practices to address the disease.

Meanwhile, Singapore sent 10,000 coronavirus test kits 
to the health and family welfare ministry of Bangladesh 
yesterday.

Temasek Foundation -- a Singapore-based non-profit 
organisation -- with the coordination of SingHealth -- the 
largest network of healthcare institutions of Singapore -- 
provided the kits, said a press release.

The kits, called “Fortitude Kit 2.0”, were designed by the 
Agency for Science, Technology and Research of Singapore. 
They were sent along with necessary materials, like primer 
probes mix and enzyme mix, said the press release.

Pneumonia 
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several times, but they 
couldn’t send anyone to 
collect samples. “None 
at RMCH dared collect 
samples, as they have no 
training,” the nurse added.

She was admitted to the 
isolation unit of Kurmitola 
General Hospital in Dhaka 
on Tuesday night, but was 
not tested till yesterday. 

“RMCH has no facility 
for testing,” she told this 
correspondent. “Ït has been 
almost six days... I have 
been kept in isolation units 
at home and hospitals... 
I don’t know what will 
happen to me? When will 
test me, after my death?”

Meanwhile, doctors and 
officials of the coronavirus 
unit at RMCH said more 
than one patient were 
visiting the unit daily, but 
they couldn’t test any of 
them.


