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A cooperative in Bagerhat closes its
restaurant to produce low-cost masks

PArTHA CHAKRABORTY, Bagerhat

Until March 20, Vumi Book Café and Guest House in Bagerhat were
like any other small-scale hotel, serving customers hearty meals and
comfortable lodging.

As the coronavirus infections cases rose in the country, Greater
Unity for Reality (GUR), the cooperative society that runs the place,
felt the urge to do something.

They turned the café into a facility for producing low-cost surgical
masks.

While local vendors were selling similar masks for Tk 20 to Tk 30,
the cooperative began selling their product for a price below Tk 10.

“We have closed our café and are only making home deliveries of
food,” said Mir Jaesi Asrafi Jems, project director of Vumi Book Café

PHOTO: PARTHA CHAKRABORTY

Employees of Vumi Book Café and Guest House in Bagerhat producing low-cost surgical masks inside

and Guest House. the small-scale hotel recently. Greater Unity for Reality (GUR), the cooperative society that runs the place,
see PAGE 5 coL 4 turned the hotel into a mask-making facility after the country experienced a coronavirus outbreak.

ImrAacT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Bangladesh may
see more floods

Says UN report, warns increased
concentration of pollutants could
make matters worse

MOHAMMAD AL-MAsuM MoLLA

More and severe floods are likely in Bangladesh and India
due to climate change, says a UN study published on
March 21.

The UN report titled “World Water Development
Report 2020” said apart from flooding, Bangladesh will
also be the country worst hit by droughts due to increased
concentration of pollutants and low-quality groundwater
sources.

The report began by saying that climate will continue to
change, affecting societies mainly through water, and “will

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

HOUS€WIf€ gang_ FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
raped in I)abna BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES
Five BCL men sued; one Bangalees will defend their

of them arrested freedom at all cost: Bangabandhu

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A housewife was gang-raped allegedly by
Chhatra League activists in Char Sujanagar
Bhabanipur area in Sujangar upazila on
Sunday night.

The victim filed a case against five BCL
men, including joint secretary of Sujanagar
municipality unit BCL, the same night.

Police arrested an accused, Sumon
Hossain Patol, 22, of Char Sujanagar
village, yesterday and produced him before

a Pabna court that sent him to jail. NAP Chief Prof Muzaffar Ahmed, accompanied by some his party’s

Quoting the case statement, Hadiul senior members, calls on Bangabandhu on March 24, 1972.
Islam, officer-in-charge (investigation) of

Sujanagar Police Station, said the woman,

30, of Santhia upazila, was going to her MARCH 24,1972

sister’s house in Kuladi village of Pabna SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

Sadar upazila.
When she reached Sujanagar Bazar ULTRAS, FOREIGN AGENTS

on Sunday afternoon, her brother-in-law BOUND TO FAIL

came to receive her. But the BCL men, Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh

led by Sumon Khan, joint secretary of Mujibur Rahman declares today in Dhaka

Sujanagar municipality unit BCL, halted that the machinations of the foreign agents and so-called ultra-

them and beat up her brother-in-law. progressive and ultra-right elements would not be able to undo the
They then took the woman to a wheat hard-earned freedom of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu, who attends

field and raped her, the OC said, quoting as the chief guest at a function arranged on the occasion of the

the case statement. golden jubilee celebration of the Anandabazar Patrika of Kolkata, is
The victim was sent to Pabna General confident that the “Bangalees who have achieved independence at

Hospital for medical tests yesterday, he the cost of three million lives also know how to preserve it”".

said. The Prime Minister expresses his profound gratitude towards
During primary interrogation, the SEE PAGE 5 COL 1
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HC orders cops over
torture of Kurigram
journalist

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
directed police to
immediately record
Kurigram journalist
Ariful Islam’s assault
and attempted murder
case against Deputy
Commissioner Sultana
Pervin, three of her
colleagues, and the ansar
personnel concerned.

In the early hours
of March 14, a mobile
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Mobile App, a network of 254 nationwide ATMs (sanitized frequently), and credit DC Sultana’s directives,
& debit cands convicted and sentenced
d Ariful to one-year

imprisonment after
Your safety is our priority. arresting him at his home
for possession.

Yesterday, the HC also
stayed for six months
the proceedings of the
case filed by the mobile
court against Ariful, his
conviction, and sentencing.
Mobile App el Besides, the court
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AB Bank Limited PRAYER TIMING MARCH 24

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-55 12-45 445 616 7-45
JAMAAT 5-30 1-15 500 6-20 8-15

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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URGENT: Attention all Canadians
in Bangladesh,

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic

we are strongly urging all Canadian

.| Citizens to immediately register as a

— |Canadian abroad (ROCA) at

h ittps: ﬁtrmel gc.ca/travelling/registration
to enable you to receive important safety updates

from the Government of Canada.

Please share this important information with other
Canadian citizens in your area and encourage
them to register with ROCA at
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration

Global Affairs Canada

URGENT : Attention a tous les
Canadiens au Bangladesh,

En raison de la pandémie COVID-19,

nous encourageons fortement tous les

= citoyens canadiens a s'inscrire immédi

- atement comme Canadien a 1"étranger

{RD( A) 4 https://vovage.gc.ca/vovager/inscription

pour vous permettre de recevoir d’importantes mises a

Jour importantes en matiére de sécurité de la part du
gouvernement du Canada.

Veuillez partager cette information importante
avee d’autres citoyens canadiens de votre région et
les encourager as’ mscrue 1upres de ROCA a
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