
Belgian giant Anderlecht have fired assistant coach Par Zetterberg to save money as the coronavirus 
football lockdown starts to bite. The Brussels club say they fired the 49-year-old Swede due to major 
revenue losses since the championship was suspended because of coronavirus. “Professional football, as 
with many other economic endeavours, is faced with major challenges by COVID-19,” Anderlecht told local 
media. “It is having a major economic impact on the club,” said Anderlecht, who won their last three league 
games and sit eighth in the suspended league. “So that is why we are arming the club in the short term to 
better defend itself against major losses due to the championship being put on hold. “That’s why we had 
to part with Par Zetterberg who will be remembered as a giant here,” the club said. Zetterberg, a former 
Sweden midfielder, played almost 300 games for the Brussels club in two stints. -- AFP

ANDERLECHT COACH FIRED OVER COVID-19

La Liga 
postponed 
indefinitely 
REUTERS, Barcelona

The Spanish soccer calendar 
has been postponed until 
further notice, La Liga 
and the Spanish soccer 
federation (RFEF) said in a 
joint statement on Monday.

All organised soccer in 
Spain had been postponed 
for two weeks due to the 
spread of the coronavirus 
but was initially due to 
resume on April 3.

The statement said a 
joint commission between 
the two bodies had agreed 
to postpone all professional 
soccer competitions until 
the Spanish government 
considered they could start 
again “without creating any 
health risk”.

RFEF chief Luis 
Rubiales last week ruled 
out cancelling the current 
season, insisting the 
campaign would resume 
once the health crisis was 
under control.

“Both the RFEF and La 
Liga wish to express our 
greatest public gratitude to 
all those who are dedicating 
their best efforts to provide 
essential services to the 
Spanish people,” added the 
statement.

“We also share our 
condolences for all the 
deceased and a warm 
embrace from the world of 
soccer to the many families 
that are losing loved ones.”

More than 33,000 
people have been infected 
by the virus in Spain, the 
second worst affected 
country in Europe behind 
Italy, while over 2,180 
people have died from it 
according to the country’s 
health ministry.

Asensio wins 
Playstation 
tournament
REUTERS, Undated

Real Madrid forward Marco 
Asensio has missed the 
entire season with a serious 
knee injury but the time 
away from the pitch paid 
unexpected dividends 
when he was crowned 
champion of La Liga’s FIFA 
20 video game tournament 
on Sunday.

With Spanish soccer 
on hold along with most 
live sports while the world 
fights the coronavirus 
pandemic, players traded 
the pitch for Playstation 
in an online tournament 
organised by esports 
commentator Ibai Llanos 
and endorsed by La Liga.

Over 170,000 people 
watched Asensio, playing 
as Real, beat Aitor Ruibal of 
Leganes 4-1 in the final, the 
culmination of a weekend 
of action involving 18 La 
Liga sides.

Half of French 
clubs ‘face 
bankruptcy’
AFP, Paris

Half of France’s 
professional football clubs 
could go bankrupt due to 
the coronavirus crisis, a top 
official insisted on Sunday.

Bernard Caiazzo, 
president of the group 
which represents clubs in 
the French top flight, also 
said that the season will 
not resume until “at best 
on June 15”.

“Without state aid, within 
six months, half of the 
professional clubs will file 
for bankruptcy,” Caiazzo 
told France Bleu Loire.

Tokyo 2020 delay looms as 
Canada, Australia quit
REUTERS, Toronto/Tokyo

Major sporting nations 
Australia and Canada quit 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
on Monday as organisers 
faced global pressure to 
postpone the Games due 
to the coronavirus crisis 

for the first time in their 124-year 
modern history.

Putting back the July 24-Aug. 
9 event, as is looking inevitable, 
would be a massive blow for host 
Japan which has pumped in more 
than $12 billion of investment in 
the run-up.

Huge sums are also at stake for 
sponsors and broadcasters.

But a groundswell of concern from 
athletes - already struggling to train as 
gyms, stadiums and swimming pools 
close around the world - appears to 
be tipping the balance, along with 
the cancellation of other major sports 
events.

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and Japanese 
government have both edged back 
from weeks of blanket insistence the 

Games would go ahead, announcing 
a month-long consultation over other 
scenarios including postponement.

The Olympics have never before 
been delayed, though there were 
cancelled altogether in 1916, 1940 
and 1944 during the World Wars and 
major Cold War boycotts disrupted 
the Moscow and Los Angeles Games 
in 1980 and 1984 respectively.

“The moment the IOC indicates 
that it is thinking about other 
solutions, it has already decided 
to delay the Games,” said French 
Olympic Committee president Denis 
Masseglia.

Canada and Australia both bluntly 
said they would not participate if the 
Games were not put back to 2021.

“We are in the midst of a global 
health crisis that is far more 
significant than sport,” said Canada’s 
Olympic Committee (COC) and 
Paralympic Committee (CPC) in a 
statement.

The Australian Olympic 
Committee (AOC) also told its 
athletes to prepare for a Tokyo Games 
in 2021.

“Our athletes have been 
magnificent in their positive attitude 
to training and preparing, but the 
stress and uncertainty have been 
extremely challenging for them,” said 
Australia’s Olympics Chef de Mission 
Ian Chesterman.

Paralympic athletes were 
considered at particular risk from the 
epidemic given some had underlying 
health problems.

Various nations urged a quick 
decision from the IOC, which is led 
by its powerful president, Thomas 
Bach, a German lawyer and former 
Olympic fencing champion.

Athletes were broadly supportive 
of postponing the Games, though 
sad at seeing their dreams in doubt. 

Monday’s announcements 
followed growing pressure from big 
stakeholders including U.S. Track 
and Field, UK Athletics and other 
national Olympic committees.

“An Olympic Games in July this 
year is neither feasible nor desirable,” 
World Athletics chief Sebastian Coe 
said. “We owe it to our athletes to 
give them respite where we can.”

A family wearing face masks, amid concerns of the Covid-19 outbreak, walks before an Olympic rings sculpture 

at the national ‘Birds Nest’ stadium, the main site of the 2008 Beijing Olympics in Beijing on Monday. Following 

boycotts by Canada and Australia, the fate of his year’s Summer Games, scheduled to be held in Tokyo in July, 

hangs in the balance. PHOTO: AFP

No one was ready for 
this hell: Mancini
AGENCIES

Italy coach Roberto Mancini was disappointed Euro 2020 
had to be called off but described the recent scenes in his 
country as “a punch in the face”.

“In the past few weeks I called some of my players, 
especially those who are injured and ones in doubt,” 
Mancini told Gazzetta dello Sport.

“I worked on the friendlies with England and Germany 
and I started setting up Euro 2020.

“I must admit that I felt disappointed when it was 
announced [that it was cancelled].

“The film of that military convoy that took the coffins 
away from Bergamo was a punch in the face, the hardest 
and most striking image.

“No one was ready for this hell. To think that people are 
dying because there’s a lack of beds and respirators.

“I never even thought about leaving Italy, because I feel 
safe here and our medics are doing heroic work. I want to 
feel close to those who are in difficulty.

“And I say that as a simple citizen, not as someone who 
has a symbolic role in Italy.”

Mancini said he was heartened by the displays of 
solidarity among Italian citizens being widely shared on 
social media, where videos of communities spontaneously 
bursting into song from their balconies have become 
popular.

“I like it very much,” said the former Manchester City 
head coach. “It’s the most authentic Italy. It represents us.

“It is we who give our best in difficult circumstances, 
when we hug, help and put all our humanity into play.

“These people, after so much pain and fear, would have 
deserved the European Championship to get distracted 
and start again.”
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A man walks past a large billboard raising awareness 

in the fight against coronavirus which shows a woman 

wearing Italy’s national flag as a face mask for 

protective measures and reads “All together, without 

fear”, in the streets of Naples on Sunday. 
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