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‘Neo-JMB’ using female
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in Netrakona. Her husband studies at a madrasa.
Shirina got involved in militancy online, said officials. 

She was under the supervision of Neo JMB’s female wing 
chief Asmani Khatun alias Asma, and last year became the 
second in command.

Asma was arrested by CTTC unit on February 4 from the 
capital’s Kamalapur area, while holding a meeting with four 
to five others as a part of their plans to carry out subversive 
activities, said officials, adding that she is now in jail.

Interrogating Shirina, investigators also came to know 
that she used to maintain links with Ansar al Islam and had 
direct contact with ABT member Rashida Akter Humayra, 
who was arrested by Rapid Action Battalion on March 2.

Officials said they are also investigating why she was 
maintaining communication with other groups.

A high official of CTTC unit told The Daily Star on 
Sunday that “Neo-JMB” is now using its female members 
to maintain communication among the members and give 
directives to new recruits.

The outfit has been using the female wing allegedly for 
last one year. The female wing, presently led by eight to ten 
members, is mainly working for recruiting new members 
using social media, said the official.

Shirina was very active in this regard and used to 
“motivate” new recruits to join the outfit, said a CTTC 
official.

“We have also found communication history between 
Shirina and top Neo JMB leaders. The leaders used to 
contact her using pseudonyms like Abu Dujana, Islam 
Al Hind and Abu Mohammad,” claimed the official 
requesting anonymity.

Shirina was also responsible for making a list of the 
outfit members. For example, if a member wanted to go to 
Syria then her task was to include that person in a specific 
group, the official said.

“We also got details of some mobile financial accounts 
from her and now we’re going through those to get their 
transaction details,” said CTTC Assistant Commissioner 
Imran.

Declare it 
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Issuing a press statement, 
Garment Workers’ Unity 
Forum said thousands of 
people have been killed 
by the virus so far across 
the world, and fatalities 
have already begun in the 
country.

Most garment workers 
do their jobs in congested 
spaces, and the risk of 
transmission of the deadly 
virus is very high among 
them, the group said.

“Considering the 
current situation, 
authorities should keep 
the factories shut from 
March 24 to 31 after 
paying a full-month salary 
[of March] to all workers,” 
it added.

On Sunday, State 
Minister for Labour and 
Employment Begum 
Monnujan Sufian, 
however, decided to keep 
open production units of 
garment factories.

The decision was made 
during a tripartite meeting 
of a section of trade union 
leaders, factory owners and 
government high-ups.

DNCC sprays
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Hospital, spaces adjacent 
to Dhaka Children’s 
Hospital and National 
Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases.

DNCC sprayed around 
50,000 litre antiseptic 
through the water bowsers 
in these areas, said 
another official of the city 
corporation.  

“We’re also spraying 
liquid antiseptic lane-
by-lane in different areas 
through hand sprays,” he 
said.

A water bowser can carry 
1,600 litres of antiseptic 
at a time, said another 
official.

DNCC has ten water 
bowsers, of which five 
are being used to spray 
antiseptic liquid while five 
others are being used to 
spray water.

“We are going to bring 
ten more water bowsers, by 
April hopefully,” he said.

DNCC also set up hand 
washing facilities at 16 
places in Mohammadpur 
under ward-31, he added.

Want to supply
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ZC: Primarily, we will make 10,000 kits within a week, 
using the equipment. We will hand some over to the health 
ministry and WHO, so they can test the kits.
TDS: The director general of DGHS was heard saying such 
kits get inaccurate results.
ZC: He made a very irresponsible remark. I was quite 
surprised. One should not make such remarks without 
testing. Researchers did their job and developed a kit, 
and you completely disregard it saying it doesn’t work 
properly? Why such distrust on local researchers? Dr 
Bijon Kumar Sil’s SARS virus detection kit was bought by 
China and used successfully. Everyone should know this 
information.
TDS: Can the kit go into production as soon as it passes 
the accuracy test?
ZC: Using the equipment we have, we can supply 10,000 
kits per month, primarily. But we’re planning to produce 
over 5 lakh kits per month. We’re planning to expand 
the plant. For that, we need around Tk 20 crore urgently. 
While we have property, we do not have cash. We’re trying 
to take a loan at the moment, but there’s no progress on 
that matter yet.
TDS: Is it true that USAID has expressed their intention to 
support this initiative.
ZC: USAID has contacted us, and discussions are ongoing. 
It hasn’t been decided how exactly they can support us. They 
may buy us equipment, or give us a grant. They can help us 
take a loan from IFC (International Finance Corporation) 
with three percent interest. We can keep property worth Tk 
100 crore as collateral to take the loan. Our only condition 
is, no one can interfere with the research.
TDS: Have you discussed the matter with the government? 
Could the government provide the money?
ZC: How would I ask, who do I ask? We haven’t been able 
to discuss it with the government. If we could discuss, I 
could explain the kit and bring up the topic of funding. 
The government is giving USD 1.5 million to the Saarc 
fund. If they gave us this amount of money, we could move 
into large-scale production. All Saarc countries would be 
benefited from this kit.
TDS: Word was going around that the prime minister 
asked to meet Dr Bijon at her residence. 
ZC: There was no formal invitation for our team of 
researchers. There are three more people in this team 
-- Dr Nihad Adnan, Dr Md Raeed Zamiruddin and Dr 
Firoz Ahmed. If there is any invitation, everyone should 
be included. But no one, including Dr Bijon, received any 
formal word.

ICU, HDU shut down
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around four hours later,” he added. 
Deputy Commissioner (SB) Abdul Warish of CMP told 

this newspaper, “After the incident, we visited the hospital. 
Nurses, doctor and family members of the deceased have 
been asked to be in home quarantine.” 

“We are also finding out who washed the body before 
burial and performed namaz-e-Janaza of the woman,” he 
added.

Civil Surgeon Sheikh Fazle Rabbi said it is not possible 
to say whether she was infected with coronavirus or not, but 
she died of pneumonia. Since the deadly Covid-19 cases 
started being reported in Bangladesh, no case has been 
found yet in Chattogram, according to the administration.

Five ‘muggers’ held
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picked up one Bhabotosh Chakrabarty from in front of 
Badda Government Primary School. They beat him and 
took away his Tk 18,000, six tola gold and a cell phone. 
Bhabotosh filed a case against unidentified people with 
Badda Police Station in this regard.

While conducting a shadow investigation, the DB team 
arrested the muggers, said ADC Saklain.

He said the arrestees were involved with mugging for 
over four years. They were arrested couple of times but got 
involved in the crime again after getting bail, he added.

Regarding the gang’s strategy, the DB official said they 
used to hire vehicles from rent-a-car services or owners 
and forcibly picked up individuals in the vehicles, said 
Saklain.

They tortured the victim and left them in an isolated 
place after looting their valuables, added the ADC. “We are 
conducting drives to arrest other members of the gang,” 
he added.

Woman burnt
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Later at night, Shirina’s family sued Sohel, his mother 
Phuly Begum (50) and sister Sheuly Begum (20).

Following the case filed with the police station, law 
enforcers arrested Phuly and Sheuly, said OC Abul Khayer, 
adding that Sohel has been on the run since the incident.

As Shirina’s condition deteriorated, she was transferred 
to the burn unit of Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
yesterday, said the police officer.

Meanwhile, a Mymensingh court sent the arrestees to 
jail after they were produced before it, the OC said.

Probe report
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a senior reporter at ATN 
Bangla, were killed in the 
early hours of February 
11, 2012 at their rented 
flat in the capital’s West 
Razabazar.

After investigation by 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar police, 
Rab started probing the 
murder on April 18, 2012.

Different agencies 
have so far arrested eight 
people for their alleged 
involvement with the 
killing. Of them, two 
including Tanvir were 
earlier granted bail while 
six others are now in jail.

Four killed in 

road crashes
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed in separate road crashes yesterday, 
report our correspondents.

In Faridpur, a man was killed and two others were 
injured in a road accident on the Dhaka-Khulna Highway 
at Kaillar Mor area under Nagarkanda upazila yesterday.

The deceased was identified as biker Md Rabiul Islam 
(25).

Quoting locals, Md Ataur Rahman, OC of Bhanga 
Highway Police Station said, “The accident took place 
around 12pm when an unidentified vehicle hit a 
motorbike at Kaillar Mor area. This injured three motorbike 
passengers including Rabiul seriously. Locals rushed them 
to Nagarkanda Upazila Health Complex, where an on-
duty doctor declared Rabiul dead.”

In Jhenaidah, two vegetable traders were killed in a road 
crash at Garaganj bazaar area under Shailakupa upazila 
yesterday noon.

The deceased are: Hashmot Ali (45) and Mina Hossain 
(35).

SI Rafikul Islam of Shailakupa police station said, the 
duo were caught in the accident as they were on their way 
to Jhenidah with vegetables on a human haulier. When 
they reached the fuel station area at Garaganj bazaar, their 
vehicle lost control and hit a roadside tree, killing both on 
the spot.

On information, police reached the spot, recovered 
the bodies, and sent them to Jhenidah Sadar Hospital for 
autopsy.

In Manikganj, an Imam was killed after his bicycle was 
hit by a truck at Utholy bus stand area on the Dhaka-Aricha 
highway under Shivalaya upazila yesterday morning. 

The deceased was identified as Mawlana Delwar Hossain 
Dulal (63), Imam of local Nihanda mosque. 

Officer-in-Charge of Barangail Highway Police Basudev 
Sinha said Imam Delwar Hossain died on the spot from 
the collision. He was going to the mosque at dawn to lead 
the morning prayer, the official added.

It’s a matter
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of children] and 
starvation.”

“The issue of how to 
limit the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic in 
Bangladesh is not one of 
partisan politics, but of 
national survival. In order 
to save lives, a strong and 
concerted policy response 
is needed,” the statement 
added.

Info minister 
seeks journos’ 
cooperation 
to contain 
coronavirus
BSS, Dhaka

Information Minister Dr 
Hasan Mahmud yesterday 
called upon journalists 
to work in unison with 
the government to 
raise awareness among 
the people to fight the 
coronavirus. 

He came up with call 
at a views-exchange with 
leaders of Dhaka Union 
of Journalists (DUJ) at the 
ministry conference room 
at the secretariat.

Managing Director and 
Chief Editor of Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) 
Abul Kalam Azad, DUJ 
President Quddus Afrad 
and General Secretary 
Sajjad Alam Khan Topu 
attended the meeting, 
among others. 

DUJ leaders placed some 
demands to the minister 
at the event, and protested 
the firing of 27 journalists 
from SA TV and seven from 
Agami News. 

In response, Hasan 
said firing of newsmen is 
unexpected and regretful 
during this crisis period. He 
urged media owners not 
to lay off journalists in this 
period. 

The minister said people 
in cities have already 
become conscious regarding 
the virus outbreak, but there 
is lack of awareness among 
people in rural areas. Media 
can play a big role to alert 
people, he said. 

About gratuity and 
income tax issues in the 
9th wage board award for 
journalists, the minister 
said the wage board award 
has been formulated 
through a process and now 
it was not possible for him 
to do anything solely in 
this regard. 
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