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FicHTING CORONAVIRUS

Govt shuts down
offices from Mar 26

Public, private offices to remain closed till April 4;
army to assist local admin from today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday announced
closure of all public and private offices from
March 26 to April 4 as part of its efforts to
contain the spread of novel coronavirus.

Hospitals, kitchen markets, drug stores,
and other emergency services, however, will
remain open.

Besides, the army will start assisting
the local administration at divisional
cities and district towns today in ensuring
social distancing and implementing other
precautionary measures.

People have also been advised not to
go out of their home unless they need
to collect food, medicines or receive
treatment. Public transport services will be
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Confirmed cases
33
Total death
3
Infected in last
24 hours
6
Death in last 24 hours
1
2> Hospitals, kitchen markets, drug stores Recovered
to stay open 5
2> Public transport services to be limited Under treatment
2> Banks to remain open from 10:00am to 25
1:30pm on working days during March In isolation
26-April 4 (confirmed and
» People advised not to go out unless for suspected cases)
emergencies 51
Quarantined

limited as well. P
Cabinet Secretary Khandker Anwarul institutionally
Islam announced the measures at a press 46
conference at the Secretariat, as per directives Samples tested so far
from Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 620

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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Govt has
enough test

COVID-19 IN BANGLADESH

THE 33 PATIENTS AGE NUMBER OF PATIENTS
15 in Dhaka city, 10 in Madaripur, Below 10 2 kltS PPE
3 in Narayanganj, 2 in Gaibandha, 10-20 1 -
1 each in Cumilla, Gazipur, Chuadanga 21-30 9 Claims health
minister; experts
>> Two-thirds are male, one-third female 31-40 9 say no room for
> 13 returned from abroad 41-50 3 complacency
51-60 1 STAFF CORRESPONDENT
>> 20 infected by returnees 60andabove 6 A
mid concerns about

the scarcity of Personal
Protective Equipment
for health workers at
public hospitals, Health
and Family Welfare
Minister Zahid Maleque
yesterday claimed that the
government has adequate
PPE in stock to deal with
the coronavirus outbreak.
“...We now have
adequate numbers of PPE
and testing kits. We are
receiving 30,000-40,000

THE 13 INFECTED RETURNEES
6 from Italy, 2 each from other countries in Europe
and USA, one each from Bahrain, India, Kuwait

THE 6 NEW PATIENTS
O Three male, three female.
O One doctor, two nurses. Kits every day.... " he said
- O Onecame from India, at a press briefing at the

: another from Bahrain secretariat.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

COVID-19

UPDATE

15,873

DEATHS

Deaths in Italy
6,078

Deaths in China
3,270

Deaths in other
countries, territories

Total infected
3,41,300
in 174 countries
and territories

ADMISSION TO HOSPITALS

Patients left in quandary

Many of them fear being turned away by hospital
staffers or contracting the novel coronavirus

ZYMA ISLAM and SHAHEEN MOLLAH

Patients who have not tested positive for
the coronavirus but are generically sick are
caught in a quandary -- to go to the hospital
or not?

First, there is the fear of unwittingly
contracting the disease from others in
hospital.

Second, there is the fear of being turned
away.

As the Institute of Epidemiology Disease
Control and Research keeps a tight grip on
who to test, hospitals are neither being able
to test and identify coronavirus patients,
nor being able to protect their staff from
potential carriers by giving them the PPE
(personal protective  equipment) suits
required.

And so, regular patients are in some

circumstances finding themselves with
nowhere to turn.

On Sunday night, some locals of
Uttara sector 11 protested in front of
Regent Hospital while it was receiving an
ambulance carrying a delivery patient.

They did so because the hospital
recently signed an agreement with the
Directorate General Health Services to be
one of the multiple hospitals designated
for coronavirus patients, and the locals
thought that the hospital was receiving a
coronavirus patient.

“We had only two inpatients in the
hospital, and none of them were Covid-19
patients. One was a woman in labour and
the other was a staffer who fell sick,” said
a member of the administration, who
requested anonymity.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

VIRuS-LIKE SYMPTOMS

soyrodaly lolerbagh goes — mwmeis
returnee dies . . . ouT’

in Kishoreganj lnto ISOIatlon We know how to fight the

coronavirus but the urge to
fight is not there yet. We
have yet to internalise our
knowledge, says Nobel
Peace Prize winner
Prof Mohammad Yunus
in this article translated
from Bangla by The Daily
Star. He suggests building
a strong youth-led social
movement and using the

Cops, locals work to stop spread of virus
there after 2 deaths; admin arranges
food, medicines for Shibchar

STAR REPORT

STAR REPORT

An Italy returnee with
coronavirus-like symptoms
died at a Bhairab hospital
in Kishoreganj on Sunday
night.

The victim, 60, a
resident of Jagannathpur
village under Bhairab
municipality, returned
from Italy on February 28.

Police have almost isolated Uttar Tolerbagh in the capital’s
Mirpur with particularly strict restrictions on people
leaving the neighbourhood.

“Those who are inside cannot leave... for 14 days. Only
those who are outside may enter,” officers announced in

Sarwar Morshed the area throughout yesterday. experience of NGOs and
Chowdhury, deputy The move came on Sunday evening after two residents of other organisations with
hury, dep the neighbourhood died of Covid-19 over the last few days. rassroots outreach to curb
commissioner of & Y 9
- - The area is adjacent to Delta Medical College Hospital where the spread of the virus
Kishoreganj, yesterday p .

the first victim was treated. A young doctor who came in
contact with the man had also tested positive for coronavirus.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

sent a letter to the Dhaka
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

SEE OPINION PAGE
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L
A woman taking advice from physicians, in hazmat suits, at the ticket counter of the capital’s Shaheed Suhrawardy

Medical College Hospital yesterday. The hospital authorities placed doctors at the counter so that many patients can
leave without having to go inside. This reduces the chances of coronavirus transmission inside the hospital.
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