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COMMUNITY TRANSMISSION A father wraps his

Tests too few to
rule out possibility

Experts say about authorities’ claim over extent of
coronavirus spread; 3 more infected

Moubpup AHMMED SUJAN

The authorities keep sticking to their claim
there is no community transmission of
coronavirus in the country, but experts say
too few tests have been conducted to reach
that conclusion.

The government should run more tests
in all regions of the country to determine
the level of transmission. Otherwise, the
situation will be “misevaluated” and the
government programmes “misguided”, the
experts added.

Meanwhile, officials yesterday confirmed
that two men and a woman were tested
positive, bringing the total confirmed cases
to 27. Institute of Epidemiology Disease

Control and Research (IEDCR), the only
facility where coronavirus tests are done,
has so far tested 365 people.

At a press conference, IEDCR Director
Prof Meerjady Sabrina Flora yesterday said
the two men came from abroad and the
woman got infected by coming in contact
with another patient. They are aged 20, 30,
and 40.

Of the 27 confirmed cases, five
recovered, two died and 20 are being
treated at different hospitals, Flora told
the press conference at Bangladesh College
of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS) in the
capital.
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child in protective
gear, including

the eyes, as they
get into a train at
Kamalapur Railway
Station in the
capital yesterday.
The extraordinary
measure was taken
as they needed

to travel and the
government has
advised avoiding
public transport.
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Tests to start in
divisional HQs

MOHAMMAD AL-MAsuM MoLLA

‘Curbs on movement’
in Tolarbagh

Says Mirpur MP; steps taken after
deceased patient’s neighbour dies;
suspected patient dies in Sylhet

shops: malls 4 ]akh PPEs to be
made in Bangladesh

Wednesday
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sTZ::gZiz:[mem ““ Buet Alumni, Pay It Forward, Honest,
Rotary Club Dhaka, Manush Manusher
Jonno, M&S combine to help doctors, nurses

CORONAVIRUS
PANDEMIC:

Tasks
ahead

Unilever Bangladesh
Limited and The Daily

The government has recently imported
seven PCR machines to scale up the testing
facilities of Covid-19 in the divisional level.
It has already instructed all district-
level hospitals to inform the Directorate

Amid growing concern over
the spread of the novel
coronavirus, shop owners
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“We have not enforced a lockdown, but we have
restricted movement for the well-being of other residents,”

“The PCRs will be set up at the
divisional medical colleges. Technicians

The Daily Star reached out to some of those involved to learn more
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about the project.
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the spread of the virus.
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This photo taken Saturday shows a general view of the temporary hospital set up at a pavilion I
in Ifema convention and exhibition center in Madrid, Spain.
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Shortage of medical
supplies adds to crisis

Lockdown tightened in Europe as death toll jumps
to 14,436; Asia braces for second wave of cases;
India announces transportation ban

18-yr-old
youngest to
die in UK of
Covid-19
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An 18-year-old has died of
coronavirus, marking the
UK's youngest Covid-19
fatality as 47 new victims
brought Britain’s death toll
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yesterday, prompting a scramble in hard-
hit regions to set up more hospital beds
and replenish the dwindling medical
supplies needed to keep health workers
safe and saving patients’ lives.

The raging pandemic has forced
lockdowns in 35 countries, disrupting
lives, travel and businesses as governments
scramble to shut borders and unleash
hundreds of billions in emergency
measures to avoid a widespread virus-
fuelled economic meltdown. Nearly one

grim in Italy where the death toll spiked
to more than 5,476 -- over a third of the
global total.

As bodies pile up in Italian hospitals,
morgues and churches, and as medical
workers plead for more help, there is
no sign yet that Italy is taming its arc of
contagion.

Italian Premier Giuseppe Conte went
on TV near midnight, announcing that
he was tightening the country’s lockdown
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UK is now at 5,683 and

the Prime Minister warned

the British public today
that they had 24 hours
to take social distancing

measures seriously or he
will implement an Italian-
style total lockdown, after

thousands continued to
flout anti-coronavirus

measures, the paper said.
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