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‘To the roots we must go’
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having family lineage from Odhisa, I had 
never seen the (traditional) Charaia dance 
before today. It programmes like this 
continue, they can help save our culture.” 

It wasn’t just Joyram; first-time 
experiences galored across the festival 
ground. “This is the first time I’m getting to 
see a Birha dance performance!”, an excited 
Bilash Bhar said. A Deshwali man confined 
to the grinding life of the gardens, he had 
never had the opportunity to see it before. 

Welcoming the organisers for holding 
such a grand celebration, visitors said 
such events will pull younger generations 
towards their own roots. Everywhere one 
looked, children, teenagers and young tea 
workers could be seen dancing and singing 
throughout the day. 

The formalities began with local 
lawmaker Abdus Shahid inaugurating the 
programme. Following this, a discussion 
was held.

Denied government recognition as 
small ethnic communities, the programme  
served as an opportunity to not only put on 
display the diverse cultures and languages 
of the communities, but also as a platform  
from where to demand said recognition 
and the  benefits that come with it, speakers 

said at the discussion.
In his speech, Pranesh Goala, also 

chairman of Kalighat Union Parishad, said 
although tea garden workers significantly 
contribute to Bangladesh’s economy, they 
are yet to be included in the country’s list 
of small ethnic communities. 

Akmol Hussain Nipu, a journalist, said, 
“In absence of government recognition (as 
small ethnic communities), the culture 
and languages of these communities are 
not getting protection under the various 
programmes taken by the authorities.”

AFM Zakaria, head of anthropology 
department at Shahjalal University 
of Science and Technology, said the 
government has gazetted 50 communities to 
be recognised as small ethnic communities 
so far.

“But sadly, the small ethnic communities 
of the tea gardens were not included in the 
list, although they fulfill the criteria,” he 
also said.

Rajghat Union Parishad Chairman Bijoy 
Bunarjee presided over the programme that 
was conducted by Prokash Bhar.

Besides the discussion, the programme 
was divided into different sessions devoted 
to displaying alpona, playing Holi, and 
staging various cultural performances.  

Students at
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Bangladesh, have been 
asked not to return to the 
country until further notice.

Moreover, they were 
instructed to go into self-
quarantine if any of them 
returned to Bangladesh 
from abroad recently. 

All dorm authorities 
were also asked to hang 
cautionary posters.

AUTHORITIES NOT 

WORRIED YET 

DU Vice Chancellor Prof 
Md Akhtaruzzaman said 
they urged the students not 
to panic and contact their 
hall provost in case of any 
urgency.

Asked if they are 
considering  suspending 
academic activities, Proctor 
Prof AKM Golam Rabbani 
said they are not thinking 
about it for the time being.  

“We are alert and ready 
to provide any sort of help 
if any student falls sick. If 
any student gets infected 
with the virus or the overall 
situation of the country 
deteriorates, then we will 
consider closing down the 
university,” Prof Rabbani 
told The Daily Star.

AL, BNP candidates promise 
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also made the same pledge regarding 
holding tax. 

In addition, Rezaul said he would 
transform Chattogram into a world-class 
and environment-friendly city, taking 
suggestions from all stakeholders, if elected.

He campaigned at Uttar Pathantuli, 
Pathantuli and Pashchim Madarbari, 
starting after Juma prayers.

During campaigning, he remarked that 
AL does not merely talk, rather the party 
proves its worthiness through action. 
“Candidates may pledge for many things 
to convince voters, but AL does what it 
pledges,” he said, urging voters to choose 
him for continuing ongoing development 
works of the city. 

Contacted, Amir Uddin, general 
secretary of Chattagram Kordata Surokkha 
Parishad, a platform to protect taxpayers of 
the port city, welcomed the pledges.

“We waged a movement to keep holding 
tax bearable, so we appreciate the pledges. 
At the same time, we want them to explain 
their pledges in detail.”

“The system of realising holding tax 
on the basis of house rent should be 
abolished,” he said.

BNP LODGES COMPLAINTS WITH EC 

Meanwhile, Shahadat lodged complaints 
with the Election Commission over AL 
leaders’ “violating” electoral code.

“I’ve lodged complaints with the 
returning officer on Thursday, urging him 
to take action against violations of electoral 
code of conduct by the AL candidate,” 
Shahadat told The Daily Star.

“Lawmakers were made convener and 
co-convener of AL candidate’s election 
committee. The incumbent mayor was 
made member secretary, but EC has not 
taken any action regarding this,” he said. 

Contacted, Munir Hossain Khan, 
Chattogram district election officer and 
assistant returning officer of CCC polls, 
said they received the complaints and were 
looking into them.

In response, AL lawmaker from 
Chattogram-8 Moslem Uddin Ahmed, who 
is also co-convener of Rezaul’s election 
management committee, said they were 
only involved in activities that do not 
violate the code of conduct.

“We do politics; we must get involved in 
organisational activities of the party. We’re 
not going to electorates to seek their votes; 
hence, we’re not violating any rules,” he said.  

Newspapers can’t go
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in Bangladesh would be ashamed of. 
These are the facts.” 

He also said there are exceptions, as 
some journalists always try to present 
the truth whenever they get a chance, 
as they did during the last elections 
to the two Dhaka city corporations in 
February. 

“We came to know through our 
journalist brothers about how the 
city corporation elections were held. 
We were also informed by you how 
money is being siphoned off abroad, 

how money disappeared from the 
Bangladesh Bank and how banks 
are depleted through plundering,” 
Fakhrul said. 

He said journalists are also 
exposing how the ruling party leaders 
are “plundering public money and 
capturing public assets.” 

“But journalists can’t always play 
the role that people expect from 
them, due to the prevailing situation 
in the country,” Fakhrul said, adding, 
“There’s no democracy and rights of 

people in Bangladesh.” 
The BNP leader also voiced his  

frustration about the trial of the 
journalist couple Sagar-Runi that has 
not been completed in the last eight 
years. 

He raised concerns over the 
“disappearance” of 38 journalists, 
and termination of journalists from 
different media outlets.

Fakhrul called upon journalists to 
get united to stop such termination 
and realise their rights.

2nd Edition

Road crashes
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a university student and 
injuring two. 

The deceased was 
identified as Yeasir Bin 
Asraf (22). Inspector 
Nazmul Alam of Kotbari 
police outpost said the 
body was sent to Cumilla 
Medical College for 
autopsy, while the injured  
were admitted to Cumilla 
Medical College Hospital. 

A three-year-old  was 
killed after being hit by a 
CNG-run auto-rickshaw 
at Majhipara village in 
Gaibandha’s Sundarganj, 
reports UNB. 

  Abdullahil Zaman, 
officer-in-charge of 
Sundarganj Police Station, 
said, “The accident 
occurred while the child 
was trying to cross the 
road. He succumbed to his 
injuries while being taken 
to a local hospital,” the OC 
added.


