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ASHRAYAN-2 PROJECT IN DIGHOLIA

The landless afraid of being 
homeless again
DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

As many as 150 families sheltered at Ashrayan-2 
project in Digholia upazila are living under 
threat of erosion.

Under the name ‘Dokkhin Chandonimahal 
Ashrayan Prokolpo’, a total of 150 houses 
were built eight years ago beside the Atai river, 
filling up government land with sand in South 
Chandonimahal village of Senhati union. 

With five houses in each row, there are 30 rows, 
identified as barracks. Residents of Barrack 16 were 
evacuated recently when a sizeable portion of it, 
about half, was damaged due the erosion of the Atai.

Residents of the adjacent row, Barrack 15, are now 
passing days in fear of further destruction by the river.

Dilip Biswas, a former resident of Barrack 16, 
said seven months ago, after seeing first signs of 
erosion, he along with his five family members 
moved out of the barrack and took shelter in a 
neighbouring barrack.

The Atai washed away his and several others’ 
houses within a few days after they evacuated 
the barrack.  

“I used to live in a hut by the river as I didn’t 
own any land. After the Ashrayan project was 
developed eight years ago, I got a house for My 
family. But now, my house is lost to the erosion of 
the river and I am homeless again,” he lamented.   

Barrack 15 resident Mrittunjoy Mondal said 
when the project was completed, the river was a 
few hundred feet away. But unexpectedly, about 
two years ago, the river started eroding its bank 
beside the Ashrayan.

After a significant portion of the project 
area started to disappear in the river, “we went 
to many places, including to the offices of the 
chairman of the local union parishad and the 
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO), and sought 
protection from the erosion. But no one came 
forward to help us,” he alleged. 

Although the authorities started dumping 
geotextile sand bags alongside the project area 
six months ago, the Ashrayan residents cannot 
stop but worry about what would happen to 
their shelters when the water level will rise in 
the river during the upcoming monsoon.    

Many of the residents this correspondent 
spoke with said the Ashrayan project in south 
Chandonimahal village was destined to be a 
failure as it was built on sand near close proximity 
of the river and it lacks a proper drainage system.    

During every wet season, sand from the 
project compound washes into the river, making 
it susceptible to further erosion. And for these 
reasons, most of them were worried that the entire 
Dokkhin Chandonimahal Ashrayan Prokolpo 
might disappear into the river sooner or later. 

Jayanti Roy, president of the residents’ 
association at Dokkhin Chandonimahal 
Ashrayan Prokolpo, said they approached the 
administration multiple times, urging steps to 
protect their homes, but “no one listened and 
nothing was done”.   

“The residents of the project would not live 
in such risk if due steps were taken in due time 
to prevent the erosion,” he added.

Contacted, Gazi Ziaur Rahman, chairman of 
Senhati Union Parishad, said they informed all 
authorities concerned, including Water Development 
Board (WDB), about the erosion a long time ago. 

He also said the WDB has recently started 
taking steps to protect the area from river erosion.  

Polash Kumar Banerjee, executive engineer 
(in-charge) of WDB at Khulna Division-1, said a 
large amount of sand, with which the land of the 
Ashrayan project was filled, is being washed away 
when it rains heavily or the river’s water level rises.  

It might be quite difficult to save the Ashrayan 
project from erosion due to the sand foundation 
of the project, but they were trying to contain the 
erosion by using geotextile sand bags along the river.

The WDB has prepared a Tk 198-core project 
to prevent erosion of the Atai river along 4.50 
kilometres of its bank in the area and around 
Tk 10 core of the funding would be spent on 
protecting the Ashrayan project, he added.  

Geotextile sand bags were dumped on the Atai river bank where a barrack 

of ‘Dokkhin Chandonimahal Ashrayan Prokolpo’, Inset, a government 

housing project for the landless in Digholia upazila of Khulna, was 

damaged due to erosion. 
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A canal dying
Barishal’s Varani Khal held hostage by an illegal dam

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

To stop erosion by the Karkhana 
and Pandob rivers, a group of 
local people have built an illegal 
dam in Varani Khal (canal) 
halting natural flow of the water at 
Sundarikathi village in Barishal’s 
Bakerganj upazila.

Locals built the temporary 
structure using bamboo and tree 
branches in January, said Golam 
Morshed Khan, chairman of Dudhal 
union parishad (UP).

Due to construction of the 
illegal dam, the three-km-long 
canal connecting the rivers in the 
union is now completely blocked, 
said some villagers.

The canal has become almost 
dead due to obstruction of natural 
flow of the water, they said.    

A number of houses and vast 
tracts of croplands have been washed 
away every year, said Zahir Molla, an 
erosion victim of Sundarikathi.

The canal eroded two sides of the 
village during every monsoon, said 
residents of the area, adding that 
due to this, they built the makeshift 
dam by collecting Tk 1,000 to 
Tk 2,000 from some 100 erosion 
victims each.  

Some villagers put bamboo 
fences and tree branches across the 
canal to save thousands of people 
from river erosion during the rainy 
season, said locals.

Blocking of the canal to stop river 
erosion has been badly hampering 
irrigation for crop cultivation, said 
Rajib Shikder, a resident of Purbo 
Goma village. 

Contacted, Assistant Commissioner 

(Land) Tariqul Islam said he has 
recently visited the area and found the 
makeshift dam in the canal. 

It is totally illegal to hamper 
natural water flow of the canal, he 
said, adding, that locals have no 
right to block the water body. 

Md Masud Khan, executive 
engineer of Roads and Highways 
Department in Barishal district, 
said it is not possible to stop river 
erosion by halting natural flow of 
the canal.

Bakerganj Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer (UNO) Madhobi Roy said it 
is totally illegal to hamper natural 
water flow of a canal. 

They will take action in this 
regard, said the UNO. 

They will take steps to free the 
canal immediately, said the assistant 
commissioner.

A group of local people build an illegal dam in Varani Khal of Barishal’s 

Bakerganj upazila to stop erosion by river.
 PHOTO: STAR

2 get life term for rape, murder
Man held on rape charge in Jamalpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Tangail court yesterday sentenced two 
people to life term imprisonment in a case 
filed for killing a teenage girl after rape in 2016.

The convicts are Noor Mohammad, 65, 
of Kalihati upazila, and his accomplice 
Nazma Begum, 32, of Basail upazila.

Tangail Women and Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal Judge Khaleda Yasmin 
also fined the convicts Tk 1 lakh each.

Victim Asha, 19, daughter of Abdul 
Alim of Foilar Ghona village in Kalihati 
upazila, who used to live at her maternal 
grandfather’s house at Enayetpur in 
Tangail town since her mother’s death, 
went missing on October 18, 2016, Special 
Public Prosecutor AKM Nasimul Akter said.

After failing to trace the girl’s whereabouts, 
her father filed a case with Kalihati Police 
Station against some unidentified people, 
after 10 days of the missing incident.

Later, police arrested Nazma from Basail 
upazila using mobile tracking technology.

During interrogation, police came to 
know that Nazma and Noor took Asha at 

Dhangora village in Kalihati in name of a 
personal tour, where Noor raped the girl 
before killing her.

Following her confessional statement, 
police arrested Noor Mohammad and also 
submitted the charge-sheet to the court 
against the duo on May 31 in 2017.

Away in Jamalpur, police yesterday 
arrested a man in connection with a case 
for raping a minor girl in Jamalpur Sadar 
upazila on Sunday.

The arrestee is Nizam Uddin, 55, a 
grocer of Bhatipara village in the upazila.

According to the case statement, Nizam, 
a neighbour of the seven-year-old victim, 
lured the girl and took her to a room at 
Bhatipara Family Planning and Health 
Complex, adjacent to his shop, around 
1:30pm and raped her.

Police arrested Nizam from Nandina 
Bazar yesterday noon after victim’s 
maternal grandmother filed a rape case 
with Sadar Police Station accusing him on 
Wednesday afternoon, Officer in Charge of 
Sadar Police Station Salemuzzaman said.

KILLING WOMAN FOR DOWRY

Four in-laws 
land in jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

A Moulvibazar court 
yesterday sent four 
members of a family to jail 
in connection with a case 
for killing a housewife for 
dowry at Pallakandi village 
in Kulaura upazila on 
Tuesday night. 

Earlier, police detained 
the four -- Tayeb Ali, 
father-in-law of slain 
Nasima Begum, his wife 
Amena Begum, son Ashuk 
Mia, and Amena’s sister 
Samina Begum -- on 
Wednesday night after 
victim’s brother Mansur 
Ali filed a case against 
six people, Sub Inspector 
Niranjan Malakar, also the 
investigation officer of the 
case, said.

According to the case 
statement, Jewel Mia, 30, 
son of Tayab Ali, married 
Nasima, 23, daughter of Lal 
Mia, about three years ago. 

Although, Nasima’s 
family gave Tk 2 lakh to 
Jewel as dowry during the 
marriage, Jewel and his 
family members had been 
demanding more money 
from her parents since a 
year of their marriage.

On Tuesday night, Jewel 
and his family members 
beat Nasima mercilessly 
when she refused to bring 
the money from her 
parents.

Being informed by 
the neighbours, victim’s 
family and rescued 
her and admitted her 
to Moulvibazar Sadar 
Hospital, where she died 
the same night.

Officer in Charge of 
Kulaura Police Station 
Eardous Hasan said they 
were conducting drives to 
arrest the other accused of 
the case.  


