
14

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215, 

Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 9117796, Fax: 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, for Advertisement: 01711623910, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net, advertisement@thedailystar.net

DHAKA MONDAY MARCH 9, 2020, FALGUN 25, 1426 BS

Fazr

5-15

5-50

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-30

4-45

Maghrib

6-05

6-10

Esha

7-30

8-00

AZAN

JAMAAT

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER TIMING MARCH 9

RAPE OF DU STUDENT

DB to submit 
charge sheet 
this week
MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Police’s Detective Branch (DB) have 
completed all necessary preparations to 
submit the charge sheet in the rape case 
of a Dhaka University (DU) student in 
the capital’s Kurmitola area, and they are 
expecting to submit it within this week. 

“We have almost prepared the charge 
sheet of the rape case and are expecting to 
submit it within a day or two,” Mashiur 
Rahman, deputy commissioner of DB 
(north), told The Daily Star yesterday.  

On January 5, the DU student was 
raped while she was walking from 
Kurmitola bus stop to a friend’s house 
near Shewrapara around 3:30pm, after 
getting off a university bus. 

She had lost consciousness and 
regained it around 10:00pm, after which 
she somehow managed to make it to her 
friend’s house. Her friend later took her 
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital. The 
next day, the girl’s father filed the case 
with Cantonment Police Station, accusing 
unknown people. 

On January 8, Rapid Action Battalion 
(Rab) arrested 30-year-old Majnu, a drug 
addict, from Shewrapara. Later, he was 
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FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Special aid for teachers
Bangabandhu 

talking 

to photo 

journalists at 

a meeting.   

MARCH 9, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU MEETS TEACHERS’ TEAM
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
today receives a 10-man deputation of the 
Bangladesh Secondary School Teachers 
Association at his official residence. The delegation discusses with 
the PM various grievances of the teachers and the problems they 
are facing in their professional lives. Bangabandhu assures them of 
more grants as aid.  
THE US SENATE APPROVES RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH
The US Senate Foreign Relations Committee approves legislation 
urging the government to recognise Bangladesh. Democratic 
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He gave it 
all up to set 
up a school

KHALID BIN NAZRUL

When most people are busy pursuing personal interest, 
there are some who strive to change the society.

Ninety-one-year-old Abdul Khalek falls in the second 
category. 

With money he earned by working at his tea-stall, he 
had bought a piece of land. In 1997, he donated this sole 
property for establishing a school. 

“Since childhood, I dreamt of setting up a school in my 
village,” Abdul said, adding that the people of his village 
were too poor to afford education.

His village Nalua Chandpur, which is located at the edge 
of Laksham and Barura upazilas of Cumilla and Kachua 
upazila of Chandpur, did not have any high school. The 
nearest high school was five kilometres away.

He studied up to class eight, then had to drop out of 
school because his father, a poor farmer, could not afford 
the cost of his studies anymore, he said.

Abdul did not want the young boys and girls of his 
village to face the same fate.

“I bought around 52 decimals of land in the Pakistan 
era. This was my only property, which I preferred to use 
for the betterment of the villagers rather than my personal 
benefit,” Abdul said.

Two men -- Abdur Rahim and Sirajul Haque -- came 
forward to help.

“They went door to door to collect students. Local youths 
volunteered to build the schoolhouse with bamboo fences 
and sheets of tin donated by the villagers,” remembered 

PHOTO:  

KHALID BIN NAZRUL 

Ninety-one-year-old Abdul Khalek with the students of Nalua Chandpur High School established on the land 

he donated. A tea-stall owner by profession, Khalek gave the land because he wanted to make his community 

better and the nearest school was five kilometres away from his village.SEE PAGE 9 COL 2 

Biden, Sanders enter key 
phase in Democrats’ race
AFP, Flint

Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders on Saturday 
began what amounts to a fresh campaign 
for the Democratic nomination for 
president, as the septuagenarians prepare 
to go head-to-head at the polls for the 
first time since the field narrowed to two 
credible candidates.

Biden, the 77-year-old former vice 
president, spoke to a large crowd of 
supporters in Missouri, one of six states 
that will hold Democratic primaries on 
Tuesday, one week after the “Super Tuesday” 
elections brought about a dramatic reversal 
of fortunes in his favor.

Standing on an outdoor stage on a 
sunny day in St Louis, at times wearing his 
signature aviator sunglasses, the politically 

moderate Biden savored his spectacular 
revival in the race for the White House.

“What a difference a day makes,” he 
exulted. “This time last week I was in South 
Carolina and the press and the pundits had 
declared Biden’s campaign dead.”

“But South Carolina had something 
to say about that, and then came Super 
Tuesday. And today there are 11 victories 
behind us and we’re leading both in 
delegates and national votes.”

With the monumental Gateway Arch 
-- a symbolic entryway to the American 
West -- in the background, the former 
vice president mentioned Sanders only 
indirectly.

Biden, having gained key backing 
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Australia get 
fifth T20 
World Cup
REUTERS, Melbourne

Opening duo Alyssa Healy 
and Beth Mooney scored 
glittering half-centuries as 
a ruthless Australia crushed 
India by 85 runs to win 
a record-extending fifth 
Women’s Twenty20 World 
Cup in front of a heaving 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
on Sunday.  

Player of the match 
Healy blasted a 39-ball 75 
and pillaged five sixes from 
India’s hapless bowlers, 
while Mooney, named 
player of the tournament, 
finished with an unbeaten 
78 from 54 balls, driving 
the defending champions 
to an imposing total of 184 
for four.

Having dropped both 
the Australian openers 
when they were on single 
figures in front of a 
raucous crowd of 86,174, 
a record for a women’s 
sporting event in Australia, 
a shellshocked India 
later crumbled under the 
floodlights to be out for 99 
after 19.1 overs.

“I’m just really proud 
of the group and staff. 
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Two more Indo-Bangla 
rail links to be restored
OUR CORESPONDENT, New Delhi

Two more pre-1965 cross-border rail links 
between Bangladesh and India will be 
restored this year, Indian External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar has said.

Four such rail links have already been 
revived, he said and three new links 
between the two countries “will come 
on stream by 2021, including the critical 
one between Agartala and Akhaura,” 
he said while speaking at the Economic 
Times Business Summit in New Delhi on 
Saturday.

Jaishankar said connectivity is one 
of the three main pillars of India’s 

“neighbourhood first” policy.
“At the end of the day, foreign policy 

is built on economic muscles. And that 
is why, the key foreign policy challenges 
– connectivity, technology, global 
architecture etc. – is best addressed as a 
partnership between us,” he said.

He said India’s outlook towards 
development partnerships reflects its larger 
world view envisaging “a demand-driven 
and consultative agenda that respects the 
interests of partner nations.

“Connectivity today is the new Great 
Game. It shapes choices and builds linkages 
that could well determine the architecture 
of the order in making,” said Jaishankar.   

Five to die 
for killing 
teacher in 
Khulna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court sentenced 
five people to death in the 
case of killing kindergarten 
teacher Kazi Tasfin Hossain 
Toyon. Each of those 
convicted was also fined Tk 
50,000. 

Md. Nazrul Islam 
Hawlader, Judge of Khulna 
Divisional Speedy Trial 
Tribunal passed the verdict 
yesterday. 

The convicts are Kazi 
Murad Hossain, Kazi 
Rounakul Islam Rono, 
Kazi Md Forhad Hossain, 
Zakir Hossain and Md 
Saiful Islam. Among the 
accused, Zakir Hossain is 
absconding. 

Two other accused, Kazi 
Sabbir Hossain Fahim and 
Kazi Masum, were released 
as the allegations against 
them were not proven. 

Advocate Md 
Ahaduzzaman, who was 
appointed on behalf of state, 
told The Daily Star that the 
convicts killed Toyon, 32, 
on August 28, 2018. Later, 
the victim’s father filed a 
case on September 8 in this 
connection with Khalishpur 
Police Station of Khulna. 

Toyon was the son of 
Kazi Ferdous Hossain Tota 
of Khalishpur’s Muzgunni 
area.  

The private school 
teacher was killed on August 
28, 2018 and buried in a 
ditch. Police later recovered 
the body after arresting an 
accused.  

This year, Home Ministry 
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