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Trade fair begins
on playground
again in Sylhet

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Sylhet International Trade Fair (SITF)
began on the city’s Sheikh Russel Mini
Stadium in Shahi Fidgah area yesterday.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul
Momen inaugurated the month-long
event organised by Sylhet Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(SMCCI).

Occupying a playground to organise
the trade fair has been criticised by the city
dwellers; but neither the organisers nor
the administration has taken the matter
seriously.

Amid criticism, SMCCI got permission
for the field from National Sports Council
on December 31 last year and the Ministry
of Commerce permitted to hold the fair
on February 2 this year.

Sylhet Sadar upazila playground was
upgraded to Sheikh Russel Mini Stadium
in 2018 and was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
October 21, 2018.

Since the day of inauguration, not
a single notable sporting event was
organised at the stadium; but two SITFs
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Khatiza Begum Runa (left), a government official and motorbike commuter, routinely helps other girls and women
train to ride two-wheelers. The photo was taken yesterday morning at CRB area.
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Women taking the
wheel in port city

FM MizaNur RAHAMAN, Ctg

Breaking away from conservative societal norms, more and more women
are taking control of their vehicles on the roads in Chattogram, both in the
city and across the district.

While women on scooters or behind the steering wheel can be seen
sometimes in the capital, the scenario in the port city was quite different
even a few years ago. However, that is now changing gradually, despite
some inconvenience faced in obtaining licenses.

According to sources at the Chattogram office of Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA), a total of 1,262 driving licenses have been
issued to women in the last 10 years, with some 500 of them in the last
three years.

In different upazilas under the district, workers of different non-
government organisations are also using motorbikes and scooters more,
said local sources.

“Among the total number of licenses given, 428 were issued for users
in the district while 834 were issued under the metropolitan circle,” said
Shafiqul Islam, administrative officer of Chattogram BRTA.

The officer said, “The number of women applicants for licenses has
been increasing, as students and job-holders are using bikes or scooters to
save time and avoid the hassle of public transport.”

However, BRTA is yet to introduce a separate cell for women for their
applications and exams to get license.

Khatiza Begum Runa, assistant revenue officer of Chattogram Customs,
has been riding her motorbike to work for a while now. She also helps
women learn motorbike driving, providing informal training in the city’s
CRB area.

“Female license seekers have to take part in license exams standing in
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‘MujiB BorsHO CELEBRATION’

Three arrested for
extortion in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday arrested three individuals on charges of extortion in the
name of “Mujib Borsho celebration” in Chattogram city’s Kotwali area.

The arrestees are -- Riaz Ahmed alias Razu (40), Shahjahan (45), and
Batul Barua alias Dano (38).

Shah Md Abdur Rauf, additional deputy commissioner (south division)
of Chattogram Metropolitan Police, said they arrested the trio based on
complaints from a businessman.

The arrestees demanded Tk 20,000 for “Mujib Borsho celebration”, the
businessman said.

“They are drug addicts. They set up this name-only club to extort money
whenever any celebration approaches, to buy drugs,” the ADC said, adding
that the group has been active for over a year.

The police official said the arrestees extorted around Tk 35,000 --
in name of such celebration -- from businesspersons in Agrabad and
Nandankanan areas.

According to police, the trio along with two others went to a shop
named Three Home Sketch last Monday and demanded Tk 20,000. As
the shop owner was outside, its employee Modhusodon Das refused to
pay them.

The five then verbally abused and threatened him and left the shop
saying they would come back for the money on Friday.

They went to the shop again yesterday, and demanded Tk 20,000.

This time, the shop employees informed law enforcers, who rushed
there and arrested the three.

Two other members of the group managed to flee, police said.

AL rebels resolute to

contest CCC polls

Despite party restriction, aspirants eye councillor

posts; last day to withdraw candidacy today

AruN BikasH DEy, Ctg

Many Awami League rebel candidates for the
Chattogram City Corporation councillor race are
determined to contest the polls, despite the party’s
strict order of not to do so.

Of the 41 general wards, 14
incumbent councillors have failed
to get party nomination for the
election, scheduled to be held
on March 29. Of them, 13 have
submitted their nomination papers
to the returning officer.

Today is the last date for
withdrawing candidacy.

Meanwhile, AL leaders are trying
to convince them and warned of
disciplinary action if they do not
withdraw candidacy.

To this end, the party leaders recently had a
meeting with them at Theatre Institute Chattogram.
Sources said the nomination-deprived candidates
argued that they were popular in their areas and
were denied nomination due to “conspiracy”.

said.

POLLS 2020

sources.

Many argued that as the councillor race will not
be held with party symbol (boat), the race should
remain open to all and they should be given a
chance to prove their popularity.

Engr Mosharraf Hossain, AL presidium member
and coordinator for CCC polls, at the meeting
warned them against it. He said the
nomination was declared by the AL
local government nomination board
led by the prime minister.

Those who were nominated by
the party would contest the polls, he

According to AL insiders, none
of the rebel candidates assured the
leaders of withdrawing candidacy.

Meantime, AL General Secretary
Obaidul Quader is supposed to
come to the port city today and sit
with AL leaders and activists. A decision in this
regard may come from the meeting, said party

Contacted, Tareq Solaiman Selim, incumbent
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Historic MARCH 7

One speech in
thousands of voices

Our CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Around19,200 students from 128 schools in Khulna city
participated in a programme at Khulna Zila Stadium
yesterday, to celebrate Bangabandhu’s March 7 historic
speech.

Khulna District Administration organised the
programme under the auspices of Child Integrity and
Shishu Bangabandhu Forum, which began with hoisting
the National Flag and placing floral wreaths at Father of
the Nation's portrait.

Wearing “Mujib coats”, the students stood in 100 rows
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4 Bedroom Apartments
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