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Women’s Math Olympiad
FROM PAGE 3

Samad, pro-vice chancellor of the 
university; Prof Tofail Ahmed Chowdhury, 
dean of Science Faculty; Prof Parween 
Hasan, trustee of AF Mujibur Rahman 
Foundation; Prof Amal Krishna Halder, 
chairman of department of Mathematics, 
will also be present during ceremony. 

The programme will be chaired by 
Prof Chandranath Podder, director of 

the Women’s Mathematics Olympiad 
Committee. 

The Olympiad aims “to encourage 
women to come forward in the field of 
science and technology as we have noticed 
a recent decline in interest in the field. We 
believe that by encouraging them we can 
take a step forward towards the sustainable 
development goals,” read the committee’s 
press release.

Celebration without Khaleda
FROM PAGE 3

He said their party is participating in 
different elections, including Dhaka-10 
by-polls, maintaining the democratic 
principles as BNP believes in change of 
power through elections.

“We’ve been joining polls as part of 
our movement to restore democracy and 
free Khaleda Zia. We’re very serious about 
elections. But the government tries to bring 

elections in its favour by intimidating people 
and using the state machinery,” Fakhrul 
alleged. He also said their candidate, Rabiul, 
is a competent and popular leader. “We 
believe he’ll come out successful.”

Dhaka-10 fell vacant on December 27 
last year, after mayor-elect Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh resigned as lawmaker to 
contest the Dhaka south city polls. The by-
polls will be held on March 22.

Construction work leaves
FROM PAGE 3

Contacted, DNCC Assistant Engineer of Zone-5 Ejajul Islam 
Ansary said they were working on drainage system beneath 
the footpath to solve waterlogging issues in the area. 

Regarding the disarray created by the scattered 
construction materials, he said, “There is a High Court 
order to cover up construction materials so that people do 
not have to suffer from dust. We are trying to do it properly. 
However, sometimes it’s not possible as workers tend to 
rush through their work.” 

“In most of the cases, the workers pile up the sand for 
two to three days and use it within the same period. As 
another pile comes in, they continue working in the same 
way and sometimes forget to cover up the sand due to the 
constant workload,” he added. 

He assured this correspondent that he will look into the 
matter and hoped for the work to be completed within the 
next two months. 

Trade fair
FROM PAGE 5

were held -- one in October 
2018 and another on 
March 2019.

So far, The Daily Star 
has published three reports 
over the issue -- “Fair 
playing foul” on November 
11, 2017, “Fair playing foul 
again” on October 22, 2018 
and “Playground or fair 
ground” on February 14 
last year.

SMCCI President 
Afzal Rashid Choudhury 
said, “We understand 
that arranging trade fair 
on playground is not 
fair enough, but we are 
bound to organise trade 
fair regularly as per the 
ministry’s order.”

“We have urged the 
administration to find 
an alternative place for 
arranging the fair,” he said.

President
FROM PAGE 3

Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps Archbishop 
George Kochery, Brazilian 
Ambassador Joao Tabajara 
de Oliveira Junior, cabinet 
secretary, chiefs of three 
services, principal secretary 
to the prime minister, 
senior secretary to public 
security division of the 
home ministry, foreign 
secretary and civil and 
military officials.

The president left Dhaka 
on February 26 on an 
official visit to Uruguay 
to attend the country’s 
presidential command 
transfer ceremony at 
Montevideo and some 
private programmes in 
London.  

Women taking the wheel
FROM PAGE 5

long, crowded queues, and it becomes 
difficult sometimes to be there for such a 
long time. For instance, there is no toilet 
for women to use there,” she told The Daily 
Star. 

“However, BRTA officials are helpful; if 
there is a separate cell for woman, it would 
be better for us,” she said.

Tirtha Pratim Barua, an inspector of 
Chattogram BRTA, told this  newspaper, “It 
is true that there is no separate arrangement 
for women in license examinations, but the 
authority is thinking about it.”

“However, we  give priority if there is any 
female examinee so she could  easily finish 
both practical and written examinations,” 
he added.

Sirajum Munira, a private job holder 

and license-seeker, has been practicing 
driving by borrowing her friend’s scooter. 
“Sometimes men stare at me strangely 
when I’m out practicing near my house,” 
she said. “People’s mindsets need to 
change; women riding a scooter should not 
be an odd sight.” 

Rehana Begum Ranu, a women’s rights 
activist, lauded the changing trend. “Even 
five or six years ago, only women from the 
most elite class of society would be seen 
behind the wheel. But that is changing. 
Mothers are driving their children to 
school, or going to work on their own. 
This, I believe, will help in empowering 
women by encouraging those who are 
considering getting their own vehicles 
but are still apprehensive,” she told this 
newspaper.  

AL rebels 
FROM PAGE 5

councillor of ward-31 
(Alkaran area), said, “I 
am a four-time elected 
councillor… there is 
no doubt about my 
popularity but I did not get 
nomination this time.”

“I think, there might a 
conspiracy behind this,” 
he said, adding, “So I have 
decided to vie for the polls 
so that I can prove my 
popularity.”

Md Abdul Quader, 
incumbent councillor of 
ward-28 (Pathantuli), told 
The Daily Star that he was 
deprived of nomination 
despite being “popular” in 
his area.

Abul Fazal Kabir Ahmed, 
incumbent councillor of 
ward-14 (Lalkhan Bazar), 
said he was firm in his 
decision to contest the 
polls.

Asked about the party’s 
restriction in this regard, 
he said some “controversial 
people” got party 
nomination and “people 
wanted me to contest the 
polls and so I have decided 
to run”.

Contacted, AL 
Chattogram city unit 
vice president Khorshed 
Alam Sujan said the rebel 
candidates were given time 
to think about withdrawing 
their candidacy.

“Sunday is the last 
date [for withdrawal of 
candidacy]. Our general 
secretary would come to 
Chattogram on that day for 
a meeting and hopefully a 
decision will be taken in 
this regard,” he said.  

Govt to boost disaster 
management capacity
Says state minister Enamur Rahman 
UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Dr 
Md Enamur Rahman yesterday said the government 
will purchase equipment worth Tk 17 crore to boost the 
country’s capacity to fight disasters.

He said this while speaking as the chief guest at Sir 
Salimullah Medical College Hospital premises in the 
capital, on the occasion of National Disaster Preparedness 
Day.

The equipment, including helicopter and rover craft, 
will add a new dimension to disaster management, he said.

Enamur Rahman said there is no alternative to safety 
drills for reducing losses and risks of disaster. This can 
also play an important role to create awareness among the 
public, he added. 

The minister said they have decided to visit risky 
hospitals, markets and buildings across the country so that 
people can be aware of disasters like fire and earthquake.

Md Shah Kamal, senior secretary to the Ministry of 
Disaster Management and Relief; Brig Gen Morshed Rashid, 
director of Sir Salimullah Medical College Hospital; and 
Prof Uttam Kumar Paul, were present, among others.  

Two children among
FROM PAGE 5

In Panchagarh sadar, 10th  grader 
Mayuri Akhter (16) died under the 
wheels of a truck after falling  off her 
brother-in-law’s motorbike.

The tragic accident occurred on 
Friday evening as Mayuri was on her 
way to buy a school bag.

Abu Akkas Ahmed, OC of 
Panchagarh Police Station, confirmed 
that she died on the spot. 

In Dinajpur, an angry mob put 
an ambulance on fire following an 
accident that left two bikers dead in 
Biral upazila yesterday  afternoon.

The deceased are Labu Hossain 
(25) and Rabbi Hossain (25). Police 
said  they were riding a bike towards 
Bochaganj.  

As they approached Bazar Dighi  
village, their bike collided head-on 
with the ambulance, killing both.

The incident angered nearby 
villagers, who came out in droves and 
set the ambulance on fire.

Upon  information, firefighters 
rushed to the spot and contained the 
fire. 

The ambulance driver evaded 
detention by fleeing the  spot, said 
Sheikh Nasim Habib, OC of Biral 
Police Station.  

In Rangpur, Solaiman Ali (33) 
was killed after a lorry hit his tractor 
in Mithapukur upazila yesterday 

afternoon, reports our Dinajpur 
correspondent. 

Upazila police said the accident 
occurred after the lorry hit Solaiman’s 
tractor from behind on Rangpur-
Bogura Highway at Joyrampur, 
critically injuring him. Later, he died 
while being taken to a local health 
complex. 

Police could not seize the lorry or 
its driver.

In Mymensingh, two people were 
killed and two injured in an accident 
at Meherbari on Dhaka-Mymensingh 
highway in Bhaluka upazila on Friday, 
reports BSS. 

The deceased are Azim (21) and 
Rajnarbidas (28).

Police said the accident occurred 
when a running pick-up van hit 
another similar vehicle from behind, 
leaving one dead on the spot and 
three others injured. Among the 
injured, one succumbed to injuries 
while on the way to Bhaluka Upazila 
Health Complex. 

In Savar, a police constable was 
killed after a truck ran him over on  
Dhaka-Aricha highway at Ulail early 
yesterday, reports UNB.

The deceased was identified as 
Akash Ahmed (22). He was posted at 
Narayanganj District Police Lines.

Police seized the truck but could 
not arrest the driver as he managed to 

flee. A case was filed with Savar Model 
Police Station in this regard.

In Sirajganj, an unidentified bus 
helper was killed and 13 others were 
injured in a collision between a bus 
and a truck at Sayedabad under the 
Sadar upazila yesterday morning, 
reports UNB.

The injured were taken to Sheikh 
Fazilatunnesa Mujib 250-Bed General 
Hospital for treatment.  

In Munshiganj, two people were 
killed and six injured after a microbus 
and a bus collided head-on in Bejgaon 
area of Srinagar upazila around 2pm 
yesterday, reports BSS.

One of the deceased was identified 
as Jahid (32). The other’s identity 
could not be confirmed immediately. 
Both were killed on the spot. The 
injured were sent to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital for treatment. 

In Bogura, a schoolgirl was killed 
after an auto-rickshaw ran her over 
in Adamdighi upazila yesterday 
morning, reports BSS. 

The deceased was identified as 
Pakhi (8), a first-grader at Joydevpur 
Government Primary School.

The accident took place around 
9:30am at Pitahar on Kundogram-
Matpukuria Road when Pakhi was on 
her way to school. Critically injured, 
she died on the way to Adamdighi 
Upazila Health Complex, police said.

One speech
FROM PAGE 5

and emulated 
Bangabandhu by delivering 
the historic speech.

Khulna Divisional 
Commissioner Dr Md 
Anwar Hossain Hawlader 
took an oath with all to 
make Bangladesh “Sonar 
Bangla” as dreamt by 
Bangabandhu.

Eight persons who 
were present during 
Bangabandhu’s speech at 
Racecourse Ground -- were 
honoured at the event, 
including lawmaker Sheikh 
Helal Uddin of Bagerhat-1, 
Khulna city mayor Talukder 
Abdul Khaleque, Khulna-2 
MP Sheikh Salahuddin 
Jewel, and State Minister 
for labour Mannujan 
Sufian. 

Khulna Deputy 
Commissioner Mohammad 
Helal Hossain presided 
over the programme.

A gaseous smell blew through the air of Dania’s Nurpur area early yesterday. Unable to find its source, concerned 

residents called up firefighters to come investigate. Shortly after, a team of Fire Service and Civil Defense scoured 

the entire area, but still could not pinpoint the exact cause. This led them to open the covers of every sewer hole 

to let out the accumulating gas. The culprit turned out to be a leaking gas line that spread to houses through the 

sewer lines. Left unsolved, the issue might have led to the area’s gas network exploding, said firefighters. 
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