u Star

{

i

a

UM

The B

HISTORIC
MARCH7

Recp. No. DA 781

Vor. XXX No. 54

A HistoricAL DOCUMENT

The B

DHAKA SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2020

aily Star

www.thedailystar.net

FaLcun 23, 1426 BS [

Bangabandhu's March 7 Press

Statement

The following press statement was issued by Bangabandhu
on March 7,1971 in response to Yahya Khan's radio

speech on the previous day.

Between the 1st March when there was a sudden announcement of the postponement

sine die of the sitting of the National Assembly and the 6th March, the people
of Bangla Desh have seen subjected to military confrontation. There has been
widespread firing upon unarmed civilians (workers, peasants and students) who
had stood up to protest against the sudden and un-warranted postponement

of the National Assembly. Those who have lost their lives during the last
week are martyrs who died protecting the democratic rights of the people
against the arbitrary and unwarranted action of postponement sine die
the National Assembly. It is indeed a travesty of the truth to term these
martyrs as “destructive elements” when in fact the real destructive
elements are those who are responsible for unleashing a veritable reign
of terror against the people of Bangla Desh. It is highly regrettable that
the President has not been able to find time to come to Dacca to see

the horrors perpetrated during the last week.

BANGABANDHU'S
FINEST HOUR

MaHFuzZ ANAM

It is now 49 years that [, along with millions of
others, had that special opportunity to be a part
of history by being personally present at the Race
Course Maidan (now Suhrawardy Udyan) on 7th
March afternoon to hear, what turned out to be
one of the most outstanding speeches in recent
history.

I remember the day as if it were yesterday. [
got up with inner excitement and rushed to the
Dhaka University campus intuitively feeling
that something momentous is going to happen
today. Ever since Bangabandhu'’s non-cooperation
movement was launched, it became our regular
practice to gather around Dhaka University’s
Teachers Students Centre (TSC) and start a
procession around 11 am that would do the
rounds of the city and end at Shaheed Minar by
afternoon. The purpose was to urge people to
join the rally of the 7th, spreading the message of
non-cooperation and raising awareness about the
continuing and impending struggle.

SEE PAGE J2

On March 7, 1971, the procession returned
comparatively early and we, fellow workers of
Chhatra Union, the most prominent left-leaning
student organisation of the day, gathered together
at TSC and proceeded across the road and entered
the meeting venue. We watched as people gathered
and how endless processions of activists and the
general public kept pouring in. Placards, posters
and miniature “boats” (symbol of Awami League)
were to be seen everywhere. We positioned
ourselves quite a distance from the dais - places
closer were filled up. Within minutes places
farther away also got filled up and the gathering
was increasing by the minute, so to speak.

The meeting atmosphere became electrified as
Bangabandhu entered the ground and I could see
from afar as he climbed to the stage with millions
chanting slogans - engulfing the whole area.

Then history began to unfold.

Below I reprint what I had written 23 years
ago.

It is this writer’s view that the 7th March
speech was Bangabandhu'’s finest hour.

SEE PAGE J2

] RajaB 11, 1441 Hyri

REGULAR

NEWSPAPER INSIDE

20 Packes Prus SHowBiz Price : Tk12.00

/i

4

PHOTO:

NASIR ALI MAMUN

/PHOTOSEUM

FCBBITOPI/2020

.|'ll. .” II |
mmlm LI

a3 St famesT

g 9atE
o= St H13 I
qgd CATSIS fSpTa

559547 AT Hib, Jreife] AT TIF it F-To)
G T (I IHIGH Onlg FIF 0! @I (&t Beo
SRICP | SR SgTe IR SIst GivAR AT Jeo! Ko fba
@40 R G T eiF 74, 93 R efkgeos fhaian

SIS I A G0 T A0, IHIF A
-SRI IRATPY | T4 FHIF IR TAFTOIE Haled
1Y R CIR T, A1 PRI

A 1
') [dasisidad

ﬁmommm@ﬁaﬂa




