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A ‘revenge’ gone too far
FROM PAGE 3

The teenager then threw the knife into a 
nearby pond, cleaned up his clothes, and 
went to Khilkhet Police Station to report 
the death. 

He told police that he left home 
with Pavel. When they were close to the 
graveyard, members of a rival gang attacked 
them and killed Pavel on the spot. He 
added that the miscreants also attacked 
him but he managed to flee from the spot, 
according to police officials. 

Police recovered the body from the 
graveyard around 11:30am, and a case was 
filed by Pavel’s mother with Airport Police 
Station on that day. 

Since then, police had been looking for 
the rival gang members, but could not find 
evidence to support the claims. DB police 
then also started an investigation, and 
began interrogating the teenager as a prime 
witness, said Mashiur Rahman, deputy 
commissioner of DB (north) police. 

After finding his statement suspicious, 
DB police showed the boy arrested in the 
case and tried to glean information from 
him through counselling, managing to do 
so eventually, added DC Mashiur. 

NOT AN ISOLATED INCIDENT 
Four teenagers have been killed in capital 
in last three years, in various incidents of 
gang rivalry.  

On January 18, 2017, Abdul Aziz 
was killed by rival gang members in 
Tejkunipara. Mehedi Hasan was killed in 
Dakshin Khan area on September 1 of the 
same year. 

On March 21, 2019, eighth-grader 
Kamrul Hasan Ridhoy was stabbed to death 
by rival gang members. 

On July 7, Md Shawon was killed in the 
capital’s Ganderia. 

In all these cases, the victims and the 
killers were both found to be juvenile 
delinquents. 

Dr Monowar 
Hossain 
passes away
CITY DESK

Dr Monowar 
H o s s a i n , 
f o r m e r 
chairman of 
Bangladesh 
Institute of 
Development 
Studies (BIDS), passed away 
at United Hospital in Dhaka 
on March 4. He was 81.

He left behind a son, 
a daughter and three 
grandchildren. His janaza 
will be held today at 1:30pm 
after Zohr prayers at Gulshan 
Azad Masjid. He will be 
buried at Banani graveyard, 
says a press release.

Dr Hossain was born in 
Pabna in September, 1938. 
In 1953, he stood first in East 
Pakistan in his matriculation 
exams. He did his BA 
Honors in Statistics as a Kali 
Narayan Scholar in 1959, 
and his Masters at Dhaka 
University. He completed 
his PhD from London 
School of Economics as 
part of the first batch of 
Commonwealth Scholars. 
He later served as head of 
Statistics Department of DU.

Dr Hossain worked at the 
World Bank in Washington, 
DC from 1970-’75, and was 
chairman of BIDS between 
1975 and 1983.

Social change must
FROM PAGE 3

women,” he added.
The noted writer and thinker also said the current 

status of women in the country will not change unless the 
ongoing movement of women empowerment carries on.

To ensure equal rights for women, Jahangirnagar 
University Prof Anu Muhammad proposed that mother’s 
name should be included for a person’s identity purposes.  

AL ‘election’ posters go up 
violating code

Mayor candidate for CCC polls denies involvement
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The election to Chattogram City 
Corporation is scheduled to be held 
on March 29 with campaigning 
starting on March 9.

Ahead of the polls, the Election 
Commission made two things clear 
-- posters cannot be laminated or in 
colour and campaigning cannot begin 
before the specified date.

In spite of this, colour posters 
in favour of Awami League mayor 
candidate Rezaul Karim Chowdhury 
was seen plastered on the walls of the 
port city since early Thursday.

This correspondent yesterday 
visited Lalkhan Bazar, Kazir Dewri 
and Askar Dighir Par and saw posters 
with pictures of Rezaul visible across 
the areas.

This makes for the violation of two 
separate electoral codes of conduct and 
should warrant immediate steps by the 
EC. However, the situation is a bit more 
complex as the posters are not actually 
made by Rezaul’s campaign team.

They are made by an organisation 
called “Swadhinota Nari Shakti 
Chattogram-11”, as mentioned on the 
bottom of the poster. 

Contacted, Rezaul was at a loss to 
explain the situation. He said he did 
not even “hear their name before”.

“Many people have asked me about 
the  posters, but I don’t have any idea 

of what’s going on,” he said. “It may  
have been done by a vested quarter 
to put me in a tight spot,” Rezaul 
suspected.

The poster contains no mention 
of the elections, but the slogans 
imprinted on it alludes to the polls. 

“Support the skilled; give the 
opportunity to work for you; I seek  
blessings from city dwellers,” it read.

Contacted, Md Hasanuzzaman, 
returning officer of CCC polls, said he 
also noticed the posters.

“Although those do not seek votes 
nor contain any candidate’s name, 
pasting posters with a candidate’s photo 
before  the Election Commission-
approved date definitely goes against 
the spirit of the electoral  code of 
conduct,” he told The Daily Star.

“We have launched an investigation 
to know more about the organisation 
and identify who put the posters up,” 
he said. “Once detected, perpetrators 
could be in for a hefty fine,” 
Hasanuzzaman warned.

The organisation was formed in 
2018 by MA Latif, the incumbent AL 
lawmaker from Chattogram-11.

Contacted, Latif said he was its 
founding president. “I formed the 
organisation to empower neglected 
women,” Latif said, adding he was not 
aware of the posters before they were 
put up across the city. 

Asked about his take on the 
situation, he said, “The posters do not 
mention any candidate’s name nor 
any electoral symbol; it doesn’t even 
seek votes for any candidate.” 

According to Latif, the posters 
only contain “a general appeal asking 
people to support the qualified 
person.” 

This, he claimed, exonerates the 
organisation from any accusation of 
code of conduct violation.

However, the posters do come with 
a photo of Rezaul right in the middle, 
which might influence a viewer to 
connect the dots and see it as a means 
to seek votes for the AL candidate. 

Asked about this, Latif backtracked 
and said, “Members of the organisation 
are simple-minded people and do not 
understand such nuances well.”

These posters were seen in Ashkar 

Dighir Par area yesterday. 
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Lightning kills 2
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Two people were killed and 
two were injured after a 
lightning bolt struck them 
at Anforer Danga area 
of Sylhet’s Gowainghat 
upazila early yesterday.  

The deceased are Moyna 
Miah (26) and Nur Miah 
(52), from the upazila. 

Injured Jalal Uddin and 
Amir Uddin are undergoing 
treatment at Sylhet MAG 
Osmani Medical College 
Hospital.

Abdul Ahad, OC of 
Gowainghat Police Station, 
said police recovered the 
bodies.

UNO Nazmus Sakib said 
families of the deceased 
were given Tk 20,000 each 
to bear funeral expenses. 

Taqi remembered in 
tears and flowers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Family members, different cultural, political and social 
organisations and people from all walks of life  observed 
the seventh death anniversary of Tanwir Mohammad 
Taqi, son of Rafiur Rabbi, a renowned cultural activist in 
Narayanganj.  

Hundreds gathered at Taqi’s grave in Bandar upazila of 
the district yesterday morning to place floral wreaths and 
offer prayers for the eternal peace of his departed soul.

Speakers during that time also demanded justice for the 
heinous murder, a case which Rapid Action Battalion is yet 
to press charges in, despite claiming to have identified the 
culprits in their investigation. 

On the day in 2013, 17-year-old Taqi, a brilliant student 
who had just appeared for his A-level examinations from 
ABC International School, went missing after he had left 
home for Sudhijan Pathagar, a library, around 4pm.

His A-level results were out the next day, and he 
emerged as the highest global scorer in physics, obtaining 
297 marks out of 300. In chemistry, he got 294 out of 300, 
the highest score to be obtained in the subject by anyone 
in the country.

Taqi’s body was found floating in the river Shitalakhya 
in the morning on March 8.

At Taqi’s grave, his father was seen standing at one 
corner in solemn silence, and later, he wiped away his tears 
and offered prayers for Taqi.  

2nd Edition

New laws to 
protect jobs 
of broadcast 
journalists
Says info minister
BSS, Dhaka

Information Minister Dr 
Hasan Mahmud yesterday 
said two proposed laws 
-- “Broadcast Act” and the 
“Mass Media Employees’ 
Act” -- will give legal 
protection to broadcast 
journalists and workers.

He was addressing 
the inaugural session of 
the second conference of 
Broadcast Journalist Centre 
at TSC auditorium at 
Dhaka University. 

Once the proposed 
“Mass Media Employees’ 
Act” is finalised, the 
minister said, it would 
be possible to give legal 
protection of jobs to 
broadcast journalists. 

He said the proposed 
Broadcast Act was sent 
to the law ministry one 
and a half years ago, and 
the ministry has recently 
started its vetting on it. 

BJC President Rezwanul 
Haq Raza chaired the 
programme while its 
member secretary Shakil 
Ahmed moderated the 
conference.


