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Doa mahfil 
for Rafi today
CITY DESK

A milad 
and doa 
mahfil for 
Md Riasat 
Samad 
Rafi will 
be held in 
the capital’s Taltola Chan 
Masque in Khilgaon after 
the Asr prayers today, says a 
press release.

Rafi, son of Dr MA 
Samad, chief executive 
officer, NHN, Bangladesh 
Diabetic Samity, passed 
away at Apollo Hospitals 
on February 28, aged 19.

All of his well-wishers, 
friends and family 
members are requested to 
attend the programme to 
pray for the departed soul.  

Coke CEO visits NSU

CITY DESK

Coca-Cola Company Chairman and CEO James Quincey 
recently visited North South University (NSU) to interact 
with a group of young students.

He spoke on “How Coca-Cola sustainably grows as a 
local company”. He also participated in a question-answer 
session with the students at the end of a seminar, said a 
press release on Tuesday.

James Quincey declared to invest Tk 1,700 crore in 
different development projects in Bangladesh.

NSU Chairman Benajir Ahmed, Vice Chancellor Prof 
Atiqul Islam and pro-VC Prof M Ismail Hossain, among 
others, were present on the occasion.  

Coca-Cola Company Chairman and CEO James Quincey 

in a question-answer session at North South University 

in Dhaka. PHOTO: COLLECTED

HC clears way
FROM PAGE 3

the case to a Dhaka court, citing that the “Barguna court is 
not holding the trial in a fair manner”.

Rifat Sharif (25), an internet service provider, was 
hacked to death in broad daylight in front of his wife 
Minni’s college in Barguna town on June 26 last year.

On September 1, police pressed charges against her and 
23 others for their alleged involvement in the murder.

On January 1, Judge Md Asaduzzaman of Barguna 
District and Sessions Judge’s Court framed charges against 
the 10 adult accused. A juvenile court in Barguna later 
indicted 14 juveniles in the murder case.

Advocate ZI Khan Panna appeared for Minni.  

Country can’t progress
FROM PAGE 3

She said the Ministry for Science and Technology has 
introduced “National Science and Technology Fellowship” 
for MPhil, PhD, and post-doctorial studies. 

Besides the fellowship, research grants were being 
disbursed among scientists and researchers to help them 
conduct research on science and technology. 

The premier said Bangabandhu liberated the country to 
ensure better life for the people, adding that her government 
has been working to build a “Sonar Bangladesh” free from 
hunger and poverty as envisioned by the Father of the 
Nation.

Deputy secy found dead
FROM PAGE 3

Police Station. His head had been smashed, the SI said.
Quoting family members, the police official said Alal 

went out of home with the auto-rickshaw on Tuesday but 
did not return. The family filed a general diary with the 
police station on Wednesday.

Police recovered the auto-rickshaw from Nandipara area 
but the batteries were missing.

Meanwhile in Chawkbazar, a worker died after being 
electrocuted at a plastic factory in the afternoon. The 
deceased is Akash (18), who hailed from Narayanganj, 
said police.  

Of chaos and councillors
FROM PAGE 5

Moreover, 23 councillors criticised the local media reports, 
which said they demanded the mayor’s removal.

Councillor Shantonu Datta (ward-13) said all of them 
sat together to discuss the issue, and finalised a list of seven 
allegations, that were supposed to be submitted to the 
ministry. 

“Later, we saw in media reports that we have already 
submitted a complaint asking for the mayor’s removal. But 
that was not what we agreed or signed for.”

“We were misguided by some other councillors and it’s 
embarrassing. We want a suitable solution to the issue,” 
he said.

Asked, councillor Toufique Baksh said, “We did not ask 
for the mayor’s removal and all those who are claiming 
to be misguided signed the complaint willingly after the 
meeting. Now, they are saying otherwise.”

Contacted, Mayor Ariful Haque Choudhury said, “I’ve 
heard that a complaint was submitted against me.”

Refuting allegations against him, he said, “It’s just that 
the councillors may have some demands regarding the 
city’s development.”

6 officials promoted 
FROM PAGE 5

having prior knowledge of the appointments. 
Nuruzzaman was promoted despite a court directive 

against it due to his involvement in corruption, said Alamgir.
Farid Hasan, one of the six officials, said, “We have 

been doing work of the promoted posts in addition to our 
regular official duties for six years.”

When informed that those posts are not in the official 
organogram, he said, “Why then did authorities make us 
perform such duties?” 

The board chairman could not be reached. He is 
currently abroad, according to ACC sources.  

15th death 
anniv of 
Farida Sarkar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
15th death 
anniversary 
of Farida 
Sarkar -- a 
former 
newscaster 
of Voice of America, 
Fulbright scholar and 
former teacher at North 
South University -- says a 
press release.  

Farida, wife of former 
power and energy minister 
and Jatiya Party co-
chairman Ziauddin Ahmed 
Bablu, died of cancer at the 
age of 48.

Food will be distributed 
and special prayers will be 
arranged at orphanages 
for the salvation of her 
departed soul.  

Remnants of dreams
FROM PAGE 3

At the HSIA’s cargo complex, Delwar’s relative Zakir Hossain 
said Delwar had been in Kuwait for more than two decades.

He last visited Bangladesh about 18 years ago, said 
Zakir, who along with few other relatives came to Dhaka 
to receive the body.

Hailing from Cumilla’s Titas upazila, Dewlar’s family 
was not solvent either. 

As a result, he had to go overseas for a job and stay there 
even after his age caught up to him, said the relative.

Zakir said Delwar left behind two sons and a daughter 
back home.

His sons are married and work as day labourers.

Drive begins to revive
FROM PAGE 5

at any cost, to present a beautiful city to the 
coming generation. Sanitation will improve 
if water flow of the canal is revived, said the 
mayor. This canal will be helpful to save 
Rangpur city from flood, he said. 

Asib Ahsan, deputy commissioner of 
Rangpur, said by the end of the drive, around 

10km-long area of the canal between 
Mahiganj-Patbari will be excavated. A 
survey has already conducted with the 
help of divisional administration, district 
administration, RCC, Water Development 
Board and Rangpur Cantonment. 

Every structure will be either demolished 
or removed, said the DC.

Hilmi Razzaque 
no more
CITY DESK

Hilmi 
Razzaque, 
former 
teacher of 
Scholastica 
and Silver 
Dale 
Preperatory School, 
breathed her last on 
Wednesday at United 
Hospital at 9:02pm.

Her namaz-e-janaza 
will take place after Juma 
prayers at Gulshan Azad 
Masjid today. She will be 
laid to rest at Azimpur 
Graveyard.

Her qulkhwani will be 
held after Maghrib prayers 
at her residence in Banani 
on Sunday.

Beloved wife of late M 
Faizur Razzaque (former 
secretary), Hilmi is survived 
by two daughters, sons-in-
law, and two grandsons.

The family requests 
well-wishers to pray for her 
departed soul.

Find cause of death
FROM PAGE 3

Centre: A condemned cell for animals”.
According to the report, the wildlife 

conservation centre in Tilagarh Eco Park 
has turned into a death trap for animals 
since it started operations in November 
2018. At least 33 animals and birds died at 
the centre since it was opened, said Forest 
Department officials.

Confirming the number of deaths, 

Chayanbrata Choudhury, acting beat officer 
of Tilagarh Forest Beat, said four deer, four 
chukar partridges, four peacocks and one 
swamp hen were among the dead.

Besides, 20 love birds either died or 
managed to escape from the cage, he added.

An insider who closely monitored the 
animals, however, said the number of 
deaths was as high as 50, and at least 10 
more animals went missing, the report said.

Labelling women
FROM PAGE 3

Md Akhtaruzzaman said women’s participation in the 
workplace must be increased and empowerment of women 
in the family must also be ensured to reach SDGs by 2030.

DWGS chairperson Dr Sanzida Akhter presided over 
the programme, which was also addressed, among others, 
by Dean of Social Sciences Faculty Dr Sadeka Halim, and 
UNDP project director Abdul Mannan.

Stop
FROM PAGE 5

up with the order following 
a petition by Advocate 
Manzill Murshid on behalf 
of Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh.

The lawyer told the 
court that the government 
has already submitted the 
nomination for inclusion 
of Mahasthangarh site in 
the final list of Unesco 
World Heritage list but 
some locals are reportedly 
destroying the site.

Advocate Ripon Barai 
and Advocate Shonjoy 
Mondol assisted Manzill 
Murshid during the court 
proceedings.

Agitated locals set fire to a house following the murder of a student in Gazipur city’s Bhurulia area yesterday 

afternoon.  
PHOTO: STAR

Youth hacked to death
Locals set house of alleged attackers on fire in Gazipur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Miscreants hacked a youth to death while 
he was trying to save his friend at Gazipur 
city’s Bhurulia yesterday.

Nayeem Sarker (22) was a student of 
Model Institute of Science and Technology.

His friend Munna, also a student of the 
institute, was injured, said police.

Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Muhammad Alamgir Bhuiyan said Munna 
was chatting with a friend on the institute 
premises when the girl’s two brothers -- 
Royal and Rana -- with other youths rushed 
to the spot and beat Munna up. 

Munna tried to go away but they waylaid 
him in front of local Mahbub Market. The 
gang beat him there again, prompting him 

to call his friend Nayeem over phone.
When Nayeem arrived, the two friends 

and other youths scuffled over the issue 
and, at one stage, the gang hacked them 
indiscriminately, said the OC.

Locals took them to Shaheed Tajuddin 
Ahmad Medical College Hospital where 
the doctors declared Nayeem dead.

Police detained Royal’s father Tipu Sultan 
and one Emon (20) for interrogation, said 
the OC.

Following the death, locals set Tipu 
Sultan’s house on fire, said police.

Three firefighting units from Joydevpur 
station rushed to the spot and doused the 
blaze in an hour, said fire official Mamun-
or-Rashid.
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