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Farmer grows tastier, 
bigger kul in Faridpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Locals in Sadar upazila are stirred 
by the success of a farmer in 
growing a new variety of a larger 
jujube, known as Kashmiri apple 
kul, which has an attractive 
appearance similar to a small 
reddish apple and is tastier than 
other large jujubes available in the 
country. 

Mofizur Rahman cultivated 
the variety on seven bighas of 
land in Hat Gobindapur village 
in April last year and he started 
getting a good yield from the 
plants this year.   

The mature Kashmiri apple kul 
has a reddish complexion over 
light yellow or green skin. It is 

larger in shape and tastes better 
than other available large varieties 
such as BAU kul and Thai kul, 
said Kartik Chandra Chakraborty, 
deputy director of Department of 
Agricultural Extension (DAE) in 
Faridpur.  

The DAE extended all necessary 
support to Mofizur, who cultivated 
Kashmiri apple kul for the first 
time in Faridpur, he added.

During a recent visit to his 
orchard, Mofizur was seen busy 
tending the plants and plucking 
the fruits with five workers. 

On how it all started, he said he 
spent Tk 74,400 to bring in 1,860 
saplings of the variety from India 
with the help of a relative. 

From day one, he was in 

constant contact with the DAE 
officials who guided him on how 
to prepare the land and apply 
necessary fertilisers and pesticides 
in the orchard. 

The plants produced a large 
quantity of fruits within nine 
months and he started harvesting 
mature fruits during the first week 
of February this year, Mofizur said. 

Aside from the cost of 
cultivation, including the price he 
paid for the plants, he spent Tk 3 
lakh on protective fences around 
the orchard.

He is getting Tk 80 for each 
kilogram of Kashmiri apple kul 
that the buyers are collecting 
straight from the orchard. He said 
he hopes to make Tk 35 lakh from 

sales this season.        
“Many others grow different 

varieties of kul in the area, but this 
new variety looks more attractive 
and it is delicious. That’s why it is 
high in demand,” Mofizur said.  

He also started making saplings 
of the Kashmiri apple kul through 
budding method as many farmers 
from different areas are showing 
keen interest in cultivating it. “I’ve 
already received orders for 2,000 
saplings of the Kashmiri apple 
kul. I will sell each sapling for Tk 
50,” he also said.    The Kashmiri 
apple kul is highly profitable and 
its cultivation can be extended 
in other areas through budding 
method, said DAE official Kartik 
Chandra.  

Mofizur Rahman tends to a Kashmiri apple kul plant in his orchard at Gobindapur village of Faridpur’s Sadar upazila.   PHOTO: SUZIT KUMAR DAS

Bailey bridge breaks down 
in Bhaluka
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A Bailey bridge on Bhaluka-Mollikbari 
road collapsed yesterday morning when a 
truck carrying sand was crossing it.

Communications on the road remained 
suspended since the incident happened 
around 9:00am. The driver of the truck and 
his assistant fled the scene soon after the 
incident.

Though the bridge has a five-tonne 
load restriction on cargo vehicles, vehicles 
loaded with 20 to 30 tonnes of cargo often 
cross the bridge, said officials at Road 
and Highways Department (RHD) in 

Mymensingh.  
After the incident, vehicles travelling 

to and from Dakatia, Angargara and 
Mollikbari in Bhaluka and Sakhipur 
upazilas in Tangail were taking a 10-km 
detour.   

Contacted, RHD Executive Engineer 
Mohammad Wahiduzzaman said he along 
with other officials visited the site and gave 
directions to start its repair. 

The RHD is making preparations to start 
the work today (Friday), he also said. 

A case was filed against the trucker with 
Bhaluka Police Station, said its Officer-In-
Charge Mohammad Mainuddin.  

The damaged Bailey bridge on Bhaluka-Mollikbari road in Mymensingh’s 

Bhaluka upazila. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Brutally tortured man 
lands in hospital
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A man, brutally tortured allegedly by a moneylender and 
his family members at the latter’s house at Baluadanga of 
Dinajpur Municipality, is groaning in pain at M Abdur 
Rahim Medical College Hospital. 

The victim is Md Manik Hossain, 45, son of late Meharab 
Ali of Baluadanga area of Dinajpur town.

“After torturing my husband Manik Hossain overnight, 
they handed him over to police on February 21, branding 
him as a thief,” the victim’s wife Samsun Nahar, 35, said at 
a press conference at Dinajpur Press Club yesterday noon. 

Family members and a few villagers were present there.  
“My husband, a paramedic on dentistry, runs Open Dental 

Care at Baluadanga. He borrows money from Shahidul Islam, 
50, on interest in times of need and repays the debt in time. 

“Shahidul’s son Sayem Sultan, alias Sweet came to 
Manik’s chamber at around 8:00pm on February 20 and 
requested him to go to his home to see his grandfather. 

“After Manik went there, Shahidul, his wife Jesmin 
Begum, 42, their sons Shahin Sultan, 23, and Sayem 
Sultan, 19, asked him to repay the debt of Tk 2 lakh. As 
Manik replied that the debt had been paid off, they started 
torturing him, which continued overnight. 

“Large scars appeared on his back due to merciless 
beating with metal rods. Blood clotted around his left eye 
due to repeated punching and a nail of a finger of his right 
leg was pulled out with a pliers. His both legs below the 
knees were injured as he was hit with bamboo sticks. 

“At around 11:30am next day, Shahidul informed me 
over phone that Manik was under his captivity. I went there 
but did not find my husband there.

They asked me to repay Tk 2 lakh for his release. I 
learnt that Shahidul’s family members handed him over to 
police,” Samsun Nahar told the press conference.  

Police showed him arrested in a theft case and he got 
bail from a local court the next day. 

Contacted, Shahidul Islam said, “Manik entered my 
house compound after climbing the boundary wall on 
Thursday evening, which angered my family members. 
They gave him several slaps, which left him injured.” 

“A gang of burglars looted valuables worth Tk 30 lakh, 
including Tk 14 lakh in cash from my house on February 
14 evening. And I filed a case with Sadar Police Station 
without mentioning anyone’s name the next day. I am not 
involved with any moneylending business,” he claimed. 

Manik’s wife Samsun Nahar said she filed a complaint 
to police over the torture of her husband on February 22, 
but police is yet to register it as FIR. 

Inspector Bazlur Rashid said action will be taken after 
investigation. 


