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Three govt ponds being 

gobbled up in Kalapara
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Influential locals have long 
been encroaching on three large 
government ponds in Mohipur union 
of Kalapara upazila and the union 
land office made a list of 52 grabbers 
in August last year.

But the encroachment has been 
going on openly as the authorities 
failed to take any action against the 
encroachers. 

According to the list, 31 
individuals are responsible for 
encroachment on Kalibari pond 1, 
17 people on Kalibari pond 2 and 
four are encroaching on Kachari 
Bari pond -- all in Mohipur Bazar, a 
fishing dock near Kuakata sea beach.    

With more than 10 thousand 
business establishments and houses 
already in the Bazar area, new 
structures, including permanent 
concrete ones, continue to spring up 
every day by filling up the ponds from 
all sides. 

Aside from the encroachment, 
unabated dumping of both solid and 

liquid waste turned the ponds into 
open landfills that are now breeding 
grounds of mosquitoes.

Locals said years ago, freshwater 
from the ponds were used by locals 
for bathing and other household 
needs. Sitting around the banks of 
the ponds with family members were 
their favourite pastime too.

But now, concealed behind all 
sorts of shops and houses, the 
polluted ponds are considered 
nothing but eyesores and source 
of nuisance, many of them said 
frustratingly.

While visiting the area recently, 
this correspondent noticed a concrete 
building being constructed inside 
a substantial portion of one of the 
government ponds. Right in front 
of it, a sign stated that the property 
was purchased by Nurul Haq and 
Mohammad Sahid.

Asked, Nurul Haq claimed that 
they had purchased the piece of 
land on the pond, 10 yards in length 
and width, for Tk 4 lakh from one 
Mohammad Salim two years ago.  

He even claimed that they would 
soon get official land records of the 
property from the land office in 
Mohipur union.  

This correspondent made several 
calls on Nurul Haq’s business partner 
Sahid’s cell phone for his comments, 
but he did not respond.   

Saying that the encroachers 
continue to occupy the three ponds 
as they have great influence in the 
area, Sub-Assistant Land Officer 
in Mohipur union Azizur Rahman 
said the list containing names of 
the 52 illegal occupiers of the ponds 
was sent to the office of assistant 
commissioner (land) in Kalapara 
upazila six months ago. 

Contacted, Munibur Rahman, 
upazila nirbahi officer of Kalapara, 
acknowledged the receipt of the list 
and said no one would be allowed 
to encroach on government land and 
they would take all necessary action 
against such offenders. 

They would conduct drives to 
demolish all structures that were built 
illegally on the ponds, he added.

One of the three government ponds, in Mohipur Bazar of Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila, that the encroachers have 

put on death throes by building structures on its land and dumping waste in it. PHOTO: STAR

FREEING LOUHAJANG RIVER

50 more illegal structures torn down
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

As part of the ongoing eviction 
drive to free the Louhajang river 
from encroachment, 50 more illegal 
structures, including 10 multi-
storey ones, were demolished in 
Beradomam and Pashchim Akur 
Takur Para area in Tangail town 
yesterday.

The day before, about the same 
number of illegal structures were 
demolished in Stadium and Paradise 
Para areas.

On both days, owners of several 
of the buildings were also seen 
dismantling the structures on 
their own.  

In Stadium area, a joint 
team of workers engaged by the 

District Administration and Water 
Development Board (WDB) took part 
in knocking down a number of illegal 
structures including a seven-story 
building.

Jamsher Ali, owner of the building, 
however, claimed that he followed 
all applicable laws and rules while 
constructing the building that cost 
him Tk 4 crores. 

He further claimed that he 
has all legal documents and the 
design approved by the municipal 
authorities. 

Despite all the facts, the authorities 
labelled him as an illegal occupier 
of the river’s land through a new 
demarcation of its land, he added.

Sirajul Islam, executive engineer of 
WDB in Tangail, said after preparing 

a list of encroachers in 76 kilometres 
of the river area, they were conducting 
the evection drive on a three-
kilometre stretch of the river under 
the municipality in the first phase of 
the drives.

The process will continue and 
the entire river will be freed from 
the illegal occupiers eventually, he 
added. 

Tangail Deputy Commissioner 
Shahidul Islam said the river will be 
freed from pollution after freeing it 
from the encroachers.

After it is freed from encroachment 
and pollution, as a means to provide 
a source of refreshment to the 
townspeople, concrete walkways will 
be constructed along both banks of 
the river, he added.

An illegal structure along the bank of the Louhajang river, in Beradoma area of Tangail town, is being dismantled 

on the second day of drives against illegal occupation of the river’s land. PHOTO: STAR

DAMAGING CANAL

Two jailed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

A mobile court sentenced 
two men to six months’ 
imprisonment each for 
stealing earth from a 
government canal in 
Baniachong upazila of 
Habiganj district on 
Tuesday.

The convicts are Faiz Mia, 
30, son of late Yunus Ali 
of Amirkhani Mohalla and 
Mohsin Mia, 28, son of late 
Jabed Ali of the same area.

Assistant Commissioner 
(Land) Matiur Rahman 
Khan led the mobile court.

Two siblings 
drown in 
pond
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Manikganj

A young boy and his 
sister drowned in a 
pond in Manikganj town 
yesterday when they went 
there to bathe.

The incident took place 
in Paschim Sewta area of 
the town in the afternoon.    

The deceased were 
identified as Shahadat 
Hossain, 8, and Fatema 
Akhter, 9, children of 
Abdus Sobhan, a day 
labourer from Lalmonirhat.

Sobhan, the father 
of the children, said he 
came to Manikganj town 
this month in search of 
work and he brought 
along his wife and three 
children. Since then, 
they had been living at a 
rented house in Paschim 
Sewta area of the town. 

Yesterday, around 
2:30pm, when he was out 
for work, Shahadat and 
Fatema went to bathe in 
a pond in the area. His 
wife was feeding their 
8-month-old baby boy 
Sabbir at the time.

Sobhan came to 
learn about the incident 
after a child from the 
neighbourhood told his 
wife that Shahadat and 
Fatema drowned in the 
pond. Informed, he then 
rushed there to recover 
their bodies from the pond.

Locals later took the 
children to Manikganj 
Sadar Hospital where the 
doctors pronounced them 
dead, he said.  


