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Roadside vegetable
farming kindles hope
for landless farmers

Our CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Landless farmers in Saghata upazila are
turning unused land alongside regional
highways green by cultivating vegetables
-- thanks to a laudable initiative by
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in the upazila.

Inspired by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s directive of bringing every inch
of unused land under cultivation, the DAE
undertook an initiative titled ‘Blue Gold
Programme’ across the country.

Under the programme, the DAE
is engaging landless farmers to grow
vegetables on unused land beside
thousands of kilometres of roads and
highways throughout the country.

The cultivation of vegetables by the
landless farmers in Saghata is part of the
programme along the regional highway
between Mithapukur upazila in Rangpur
and Saghata upazila in Gaibandha.

According to the DAE, a huge amount
of land beside the country’s roads and
highways -- 3,790 km national highway,
4,206 km regional highway, 13,121 km
district level roads and 3,33,589 km local
roads -- essentially lay unused, covered
with useless plants, bushes and creepers.

The DAE now aims to make good use
of this land by turning it into a source of

additional income for the landless farmers
through cultivation of vegetables.

Landless farmer Asadul Islam, who
lives by the regional highway in Jadurtair
village of Saghata upazila, is one of the
beneficiaries of the DAE programme.

He said he grew bean, gourd, bitter
gourd, chili and onion by the highway.
“After meeting my family’s needs, I was
able to earn some money from sale of the
excess produce.”

Appreciating the initiative, Ayesuddin,
another beneficiary in the same area, said
the idea of growing vegetables beside the
road by the landless was unthinkable
before.

Golam Mowla, sub-assistant agriculture
officer in Saghata upazila, said the
programme will not only help the landless
people living by the roads, but will also
contribute to the overall production of
vegetables in the country.

Rezwanul Islam, the officer responsible
for implementing the ‘Blue Gold
Programme’, said the project was
undertaken to bring unusable land
under cultivation after bringing into
consideration the rise in loss of agricultural
land to unplanned construction of different
sorts and the impact of climate change on
agricultural land.
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A landless farmer next to his vegetable plants he grew beside a regional highway in Kachus area of Gaibandha’s Saghata upazila.
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through the district town and falls into the Bangshai river
in Jamurki area under Mirzapur upazila.

In the first day, around 50 illegal structures including a
number of high-rise buildings were demolished from both
sides of the river.

Prior to the drive, Tangail Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Mohammad Shahidul Islam gave necessary
instructions to the people concerned at a gathering
held near the Zila Parishad Office and then went to the
river area with a procession comprising of people from
all walks of life.

Expressing his firm determination to free the river from
illegal occupation and pollution, the DC also sought
support from all to make the initiative a success.

The authorities concerned have detected over 450
illegal structures on the Louhajanj river banks in Sadar
upazila, he said.

“We have launched different campaigns in the last one
month. As a result, many of the occupiers have already
removed their illegal structures on their own before the
eviction drive,” DC Shahidul said.

The district administration in future will arrange
accommodation for those who have no other shelters, he
said, adding that they have a plan to construct a four-storey
building in the town to rehabilitate the poor who lost their
dwellings in the drive.

The important river, a lifeline for the town dwellers, has
become almost dead due to mindless encroachment.

On November 29, 2016, the district administration
started an eviction drive to free the river from illegal
occupation, but later suspended it due to unknown
reasons.

21 Jubo Dal men
detained after clash
with police

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police yesterday detained 21 activists of Jubo Dal in
Dashmina upazila town where over 50 of the activists
and seven members of police were injured in a
clash with the law enforcers over holding a political
meeting.

Dashmina Police Station Officer-in-Charge Jalal Uddin
said the Jubo Dal arranged the meeting without permission
and at least seven policemen were injured when the
activists attacked the police.

“We detained 21 men from the spot and legal steps will
be taken against them after due investigation,” he added.

Mainul Hassan, superintendent of police in
Patuakhali, said the Jubo Dal activists attacked the
police when the latter went there and requested to stop
the proceedings for which necessary permission was
not taken.

They would bring the perpetrators to book and were
preparing to file a case in this connection, he also said.

The injured members of police are Sub-Inspector
Abdur Rahim, Harun-Or-Rashid, Mohammad Mamun,
Nuruzzamal and constables Shahjahan Ali, Jahangir
and Rahat.

However, a leader of Jubo Dal’s Dashmina upazila unit
claimed that after postponing their meeting, where no
loud speaker was being used, they left the venue peacefully
at the request of law enforcers.

But after they regrouped in Nalkhola area, police
charged baton on them, injuring over 50 of their activists
and leaders, he also said.
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