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No plastic posters
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“We have previously observed that most 
candidates don’t dispose their laminated 
posters properly after the polls end, 
which has severe adverse effects on 
the environment. So, we welcome the 
decision,” said Prof Sekandar, also vice 
chancellor of East Delta University.

Contacted, Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, 
the Awami League-nominated mayoral 
candidate, also hailed the decision.

“We have been trying to protect the 
environment, and I welcome the decision,” 
he said. “Laminated posters have been used 
for the last few years, but in polls held 
before that period, candidates always used 
paper posters.”

Contacted, Shahadat Hossain, president 
of BNP Chattogram city unit, also 
welcomed the decision.

“It’s a very good initiative,” he said. “I’ll 
follow the instruction if I’m nominated by 
my party to compete in the mayoral race.”

Shahadat, however, said EC should allow 
candidates to use colour posters instead of 
black-and-white ones. 

“Black-and-white posters cannot attract 
voters,” he said. “Those posters aren’t 
noticeable from far away.”  

Sylhet struggling
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collectors that get waste materials 
from house to house, but the problem 
is dumping. We are planning to 
set a large dustbin where people 
could place the garbage temporarily 
and then it could be taken to city 
corporation’s dumping yard. But 
the process is delaying as we are not 
finding suitable spot for the bin.”

Khadimpara Union Parishad 
Chairman Md Afsor Ahmed, said, “We 
didn’t have manpower or vehicles for 
proper waste management. But now 
all areas have garbage collection vans 
and uncontrolled waste dumping has 
reduced.”

“We have already contacted with 
the city corporation so that garbage 
vans can use the corporation’s 
temporary garbage transfer station at 
Tilgarah and then it can be dumped 
at the corporation’s dumping yard in 
their trucks,” the chairman said. He 
added, “We have planned to clean the 
stockpile of garbage at Kanachara and 
trying to encourage locals not to dump 
garbage anywhere except the vans.”

Kazi Mahua Mamtaz, upazila nirbahi 
officer of Sylhet Sadar said, “There’s no 
way the upazila administration can 

plan proper waste management but we 
have already urged union parishads to 
take necessary steps.”

“We also contacted the city 
corporation to clean the garbage that 
has been dumped all around, and 
then the union parishad will step 
in to raise awareness on the matter 
and restrict waste dumping here and 
there,” the UNO said.

Bidhayak Roy Choudhury, chief 
executive officer of Sylhet City 
Corporation, said, “There is no official 
agreement to manage waste with any 
union parishad adjacent to the city 
but they have urged us many times to 
support them.”

“We are struggling to manage waste 
generated in the city every day with 
already limited resources, so it would 
be impossible to support the upazilas 
with the existing resources,” he said.

On the effects of improper 
management of waste, Abdul Karim 
Kim, general secretary of Bangladesh 
Paribesh Andolon (Bapa) Sylhet 
chapter, said, “Uncontrolled waste 
dumping cannot be tolerated as 
it poses a serious threat to the 
environment, polluting water and air. 
It can also become a health hazard.”

Dr Jahir Bin Alam, professor of 
civil and environmental engineering 
at Shahjalal University of Science and 
Technology, said, “The tiny city needs 
to be extended very soon by including 
vast areas of the sadar upazilas to 
resolve all problems arising from 
urbanisation of the surrounding areas.”

“Hundreds of holdings are being 
built in these city-adjacent areas; 
they charge house rent as per the city 
holdings -- but are not bound by any 
urban regulations, and are deprived 
of urban facilities such as waste 
management,” he said, urging the 
administration to take prompt and 
necessary steps to extend the city’s area.

To extend Sylhet city’s area, 
a meeting was organised by 
Sylhet District Administration on 
November 16 last year where Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen, also 
the parliamentarian of Sylhet-1 
constituency which includes the city 
and Sadar upazila, was present.

Contacted, M Kazi Emdadul Islam, 
deputy commissioner of Sylhet, said, 
“After the meeting, we forwarded a 
proposal to the concerned ministry of 
local government and we’re waiting 
for further instruction.”

Writ petition
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Eunus Ali said.
In a discriminatory 

move, the government 
has reportedly decided 
to reduce interest rates 
on postal savings while 
keeping pension interests 
intact, the lawyer said in 
the petition.

However, the Public 
Debt Act, 1944 has 
not empowered the 
government to reduce the 
interest rate in this way. 
This means the government 
decision contradicts the 
constitution, Eunus Ali said 
in the petition.

The HC may hold a 
hearing on the writ petition 
next Sunday, the lawyer 
told The Daily Star.

Expansion work to begin
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RTHD Secretary Nazrul Islam and RHD Chief Engineer Ashraful Alam 
were present at the meeting with ADB country chief.

MINISTER ON ROAD CRASH NUMBERS  
World Bank (WB) on Friday released a report on road safety condition of 
Bangladesh. 

As per the report, the increase in road crash fatality rate per capita 
between 1990 and 2017 was three times higher in Bangladesh than that 
across South Asia.

For the highest-risk group -- males between the ages of 15 and 49 years 
-- the rate of increase in Bangladesh was 15 times higher than that across 
the region, it said.

When asked about the report, Quader said, “We have to check it. I’m 
not sure about that, but a report of World Health Organization (WHO) is 
not supporting the data.”

The minister, however, did not give any details about WHO’s report. 
Replying to another question about rise of road crashes, the minister 

said: “The overall number of accidents has decreased in last few years, but 
I wouldn’t deny that spikes in the number of road crashes do occur. We’re 
trying to bring the number down.”

The minister said they have already accepted a WB project for road 
safety.

However, accident reports of different road safety organisations, and 
even the police report, say the number of road crashes is increasing.

According to police data, 4,138 people were killed in 4,147 road 
accidents last year. At least 2,635 people were killed in 2,609 road crashes 
in 2018 and 2,513 were killed in 2,562 accidents in 2017. 

However, the number is much lower than that of road safety 
organisations.  

Papia on 15-day 
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Metropolitan Magistrate Md Masud-Ur-Rahman granted 
five-day remand prayers for them in another case filed 
with Bimanbandar Police Station under the Special 
Powers Act.

Papia and Sumon were produced before the courts with 
a 30-day remand prayer for each in the three cases.

Metropolitan Magistrate Md Masud-Ur-Rahman placed 
two accomplices of Papia and Sumon -- Sabbir Khandaker 
and Sheikh Taiyaba Nur -- on five-day remands each, after 
police produced the duo with a 10-day remand prayer in a 
case filed with Bimanbandar Police Station.

According to the police forwarding report, the accused 
confessed that they amassed a huge amount of money 
through illegal arms, drugs and smuggling trades, extortion, 
lobbying, fake note business and land grabbing.

After arresting them on Saturday, Rab on Sunday 
raided two flats belonging to Papia and Sumon and seized 
counterfeit notes and foreign currencies around Tk 2.5 lakh 
from their possession. Raiding the two flats on Indira Road 
and a presidential suite at a five-star hotel, Rab recovered 
around Tk 58 lakh in cash.

They also had seven passports in their possession.
Rab handed over the four arrestees to Bimanbandar 

Police Station yesterday. The elite force also filed three 
cases with the two police stations.

NONE WILL BE SPARED: QUADER 

While responding to journalists about the Jubo Mohila 
League leader’s arrest at his secretariat office, Obaidul 
Quader said none will be spared if they commit crime.
 Government has taken a zero tolerance policy against 
any crime, and that is why law enforcers are taking action 
against criminals, the minister told reporters.

59 women
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Talking to The Daily Star, 
secretary general of the 
oganisation Mozammel 
Hoque Chowdhury said 
the number of incidents is 
only a glimpse of the real 
picture; the actual number 
is much higher. “Many 
incidents of sexual violence 
do not come to light due to 
social stigma and culture of 
impunity,” he said.

He urged the 
government to take tougher 
measures and provide 
support to the victims in 
getting timely justice.

Jatri Kalyan Samity 
recommended authorities 
place CCTV cameras inside 
all public transports; 
mandate uniforms and 
nameplates for transport 
workers; and prepare 
a database of workers, 
including their national 
identity cards and photos.

2nd Edition

EC has failed
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ominous future if the peaceful path of 
transition of power is  blocked,” the Shujan 
secretary added.  

Prof Robaet Ferdous of  Dhaka 
University’s mass communication and 
journalism department, also an  executive 
member of Shujan’s national committee, 
said different  institutions, including the 
Election Commission, parliament, Anti-
Corruption Commission and Information 
Commission have failed to perform their 
duties properly.       

THE REIGN OF BUSINESSPEOPLE

The number of businesspeople who 
emerged victorious in the February 1 
elections is higher than that of previous 
local body elections, Shujan said in its 
analysis. 

The trend of businesspeople’s 
involvement in election-centric politics is 
increasing, which reflects the influence of 
money in elections, it added, terming it 
“ominous for democracy”.

This trend might lead to public 
representatives becoming more keen on 
business rather than serving the people, 

said a written statement of the body.   
Some 62 out of 73 victorious candidates 

in mayor and councillor posts in Dhaka 
North City Corporation (DNCC) polls -- or 
86.3 percent -- are businesspeople.

In DNCC, 72.81 percent candidates 
were businesspeople, the organisation said, 
analysing affidavits of candidates.

Among the successful candidates in 
the 2015 DNCC polls, 68.75 percent 
were businesspeople, according to Shujan 
statistics.  

In the Dhaka South City Corporation 
(DSCC) elections, 76 out of 101 -- or 75.25 
percent -- winning candidates in mayor and 
councillor posts are businesspeople, they 
added. 

Among candidates of Dhaka South City 
Corporation polls, 73.59 percent were 
businesspeople. 

Of the victorious candidates in the 2015 
DSCC polls, 80.26 percent were from the 
profession. 

“Although the number of businesspeople 
who won DSCC elections has decreased 
compared to 2015, three-fourths of 
the elected representatives are still 
businesspeople,” said Shujan.  


