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. ANGUAGE MOVEMENT IN PABNA

Two female heroes still
not recognised
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Bangla as one of the state languages
of the then Pakistan was rejected
in the parliament, protest raged
like fire all over the erstwhile East
Pakistan.

Students, both male and female,
took to the streets demanding the
right of Bangla as a state language.

In Pabna, too, a number of
female revolutionists took part in
the Language Movement between
1948 and 1952 alongside their male
counterparts. Unfortunately, none
of them have yet been recognised.
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Among the female revolutionists
were Selina Banu and Sabera
Mustafa, who played vital roles
in motivating young people and
students to join the protests.

Selina Banu was born in Pabna
on October 12, 1926, to an educated

SELINA BANU

Pabna Edward College in 1945 and
graduated in science from the same
institution in 1949.

While a student, she joined a left
leaning student group and took part
in social work during the famine
of 1943. She was the President of
Pabna District Students Federation
from 1946 to 1948.

“As in other districts, students
of Pabna organised protests,
demanding Bangla as the state
language of Pakistan. Hartal was
observed in the district on February
29, 1948, and a mass rally was
arranged at Pabna Edward College
for the recognition of the mother
tongue,” recalled Ranesh Maitra, a
language veteran, who took part in
the protest.

“Aminul Islam Badsha and
Mahabub Ahmed Khan were joint
conveners of Rashtra Bhasa Sangram
Parishad in Pabna, but from the
college the most significant roles

SABERA MUSTAFA

Ranesh said the women did not
join the procession as it was not
possible to do so in the conservative
atmosphere that existed in Pabna at
that time.

Both of the revolutionists,
however, motivated young people
and students to hold the protest
rally, he added.

Selina continued the role of an
organiser throughoutthe movement
that climaxed in 1952, forcing the
then Pakistani government to give
in to the demands and recognise
Bangla as a state language, Ranesh
said.

Later in the 50s, Selina joined
the Awami Muslim League and
then the National Awami League.
The unsung Language Movement
veteran died on January 26, 1983,
at the age of 56, leaving behind an
illustrious political carrier.

While Selina pursued a political
career, Sabera shifted her focus
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1934, she later married another
language activists and journalist
KG Mustafa and left the district
before the Liberation War.

In the mid-1950s, Sabera
became one of the first women
in the former East Pakistan to act
on stage. She also worked as a
teacher for four decades teaching
at different colleges in Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Barisal and Sylhet.
Sabera died on April 15, 2012, at
the age of 78.

Professor Dr Abdul Alim,
head of the Bangla department
of Pabna University of Science
and Technology, also a researcher
of the Language Movement in
Pabna, noted that the role women
played during the Language
Movement has remain largely
untold.

He said Selina Banu and
Sabera Mustafa’s name have been
mentioned in different books on
the movement but there is no
consolidated work on the female
revolutionists.

“In. my opinion, female
revolutionists should be given due
respect and state recognition to
present the authentic history of the
Language Movement to the new
generation,” he added.

Locals of Pabna also feel the
same way. Amzad Hossain, a
resident of Pabna’s Gobinda village,
urged the government to take
initiatives in Sabera’s hometown

As most of the Boro saplings turn yellowish, a farmer couple at Kamlabari village in
Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila is sorting saplings.

Boro SarLiNGs CRisis

Lalmonirhat farmers
face setback

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Boro farmers in the district are facing serious
problem in the peak Boro cultivation season
due to shortage of saplings, following
damage of seedbeds during the prolonged
cold wave coupled with dense fog this year.

Although Boro cultivation started in full
swing, many farmers in the district have
left their land vacant due to acute crisis of
saplings.

They are now rushing from here to there
to collect their required Boro saplings.

Farmer Ranjit Chandra Barman of
Kamalabari village in Aditmari upazila
said he prepared Boro seedbeds on
10 bighas of land this year, but half
of the saplings have damaged and
turned yellowish due to prolonged cold
accompanied by dense fogs.

“Though I have planted Boro paddy
on seven bighas of land. I am trying to
collect more seedlings from others as
three bighas of my land still remained
uncultivated,“Ranjit said.

crisis, he planted Boro paddy on four
bighas out of six bighas land this year.

“About half of my Boro seedlings on
10 decimals land have been completely
damaged. If I failed to collect the saplings
in time, I won't be able to cultivate Boro
paddy this season,” said Nazrul Islam, a
farmer at Harati village in Sadar upazila.

“I covered my entire seedbed with
polythene in a bid to save the saplings,
but still many of those got damaged,” he
said, adding that, now he is trying to collect
seedlings from his neighbours and relatives.

Officials at Lalmonirhat Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) said this year
they have set a target to cultivate Boro on
70,000 hectares of land in five upazilas of
the district.

Farmers said transplanting of Boro
seedlings will be completed by the end of
this month.

Lalmonirhat DAE Deputy Director
Bidhubhushan Roy said many farmers
planted Boro seedlings on more land than

to inform the future generations of
her contributions in the Language
Movement.

and political family. She passed her
Intermediate examination from

they require and those who are in crisis will
be able to collect their saplings from others.

Another farmer of the village
Mohammad Ali said due to acute sapling

more towards cultural activities.
Born to an educated family in

were played by Selina Banu and
Sabera Mustafa,” he said.

Dormitory lies
unused for 9yrs

Fund crisis is blamed for not using the Tk 3.29 crore
building for children in Rangamati’s Kawkhali upazila

ANVIL CHAKMA, Rangamati built, they were assured that children of remote

areas would get education from there but it still
lies useless due to lack of allocation for food.

Despite repeated pleas, the authorities
concerned are yet to take any initiative in this
regard, they said.

Santu Chakma, head cook of the hostel, said
he is getting his salary regularly but there is no
boarder in the hostel.

Ching Chai Thoyai Roaza, head teacher
of Chelachhara Primary School, and also the
superintendent of the hostel, said the hostel
building has been lying abandoned for long. Many
students from remote areas are communicating to
come to the hostel.

District Primary Education Officer
Muhammad Khorshed Alam said if the hostel
building lies in such abandoned state for long,
it will collapse one day.

“We can't start operation of the hostel as we
are yet to get any allocation for food from the
ministry,” he said.

They have already informed the ministry

There are bushes inside the boundary wall. The
playground has almost become a jungle. Doors
and windows are broken.

This is the picture of a hostel at Chelachara
village in Kawkhali upazila, which has been lying
useless since its construction nine years ago due to
poor allocation of fund.

An official of Local Government and
Engineering Department (LGED) said in 2010-
11 fiscal year, the three-storey hostel building
was built at the initiative of the Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education at a cost of Tk 3.29
crore. It has eight rooms for 80 students and
a kitchen, a dining room and separate living
rooms for staffers.

Five people were appointed as caretaker,
nightguard, cook and sweeper in 2013, said a
hostel official, adding that they are getting salaries
regularly.

During a recent visit to the hostel, this
correspondent found bushes inside the
boundary wall and some doors and windows
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The three-storey dormitory in Rangamati’s Kawkhali upazila lies unused
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years ago, Bangalees across the country
gather at Shaheed Minars every year

on Shaheed Day, the 21st of February,
which is also observed as International
Mother Language Day. In line with the
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