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Late blight resistant 
potato seed in the offing
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

With the objective to eradicate late 
blight disease in potato, Bangladesh 
Agricultural Development Corporation 
(BADC) in Domar upazila is currently 
growing trial varieties of the crop that is 
resistant to the disease. 

Based on the success of growing the 
trial varieties at its Foundation Seed Potato 
Production Farm (FSPPF) in Domar, the 
BADC hopes to disseminate the variety 
among farmers across the country by the 
next potato cultivation season.   

Bangladesh Agriculture Research 
Institute (BARI) genetically modified 
two foreign varieties to develop two trial 
varieties. In November last year, National 
Seed Board (NSB) approved the trial 
varieties.    

Potato farmers in the country are now 
awaiting a better harvest from the new 
seed after incurring losses to the late blight 
disease for years.     

Enamul Haque, deputy director of 
FSPPF, said they cultivated the new varieties 
on trial basis on 10 acres of land and hope 
to get a yield of more than 100 tons.

After their trial cultivation is completed 
successfully, the Department of Agricultural 

Extension (DAE) would promote the new 
seed to the farmers who waited long for 
such a variety, he added. 

Amal Kumar Das, principal scientific 
officer of BARI in Panchagarh, said they 
modified the late blight resistant potato 
varieties according to local climate from 
two varieties -- Alouette and Carolus -- that 
they had imported from the Netherlands.  

He also said the modified varieties were 
named BARI-90 and BARI-91. 

Explaining their work process, he said 
“We conduct genetic research for years 
and observe the adaptation tendency [of a 
variety] in our climate.” 

DAE deputy director in Nilphamari 
Nikhil Chandra Biswas said late blight is 
considered a curse for farmers as it ruins 
their potato fields rapidly and they are 
compelled to spend an additional Tk four 
thousand per acre to spray pesticides at 
least five times before harvest.   

“We are instructed by the higher 
authorities to popularise the newly 
released late blight resistant potato seed 
varieties among farmers and we are 
hopeful that they [farmers] would start 
cultivation from next season with much 
enthusiasm,” he added.

A trial variety of late blight disease resistant potato is being grown at Foundation Seed Potato 

Production Farm in Nilphamari’s Domar upazila. 
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RAPE OF 2-YEAR-OLD

Lone accused 
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-14) arrested a 
youth from Kishoreganj’s Katiadi Bus Stand area early 
yesterday in connection with a case for raping a two-year-
old girl on Saturday. 

The accused is Akram Mia, 17, son of Milon Mia of 
Manikdi Paratola village in Bhairab upazila. 

A team of Rab-14 led by Bhairab Company Commander 
Rofiuddin Mohammad Jubaer raided the area and arrested 
Akram around 3:00am.

At a press briefing yesterday, the company commander 
said they had been conducting drives to arrest Akram since 
father of the victim filed a case with Bhairab Police Station 
on February 16. 

Quoting the case statement, Officer in Charge of 
Bhairab Police Station Mohammad Shaheen said Akram, 
a neighbour of the victim girl, took her to his house on 
Saturday evening and raped her. 

Hearing screams, family members and neighbours 
rushed to the spot, rescued the girl and admitted her to 
Bhairab Upazila Health Complex.

The following day, she was sent to Kishoreganj General 
Hospital for medical test.

Man killed by son 
for property
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A man was killed by his son for property in Azmeriganj 
upazila of Habiganj.

Superintendent of Police (SP) Mohammad Ullah 
said this during a press briefing at his office in the town 
yesterday.

Police arrested one Monir Ahmed, 30, son of Emad 
Uddin of Jakiganj municipality in Sylhet, and his mother-
in-law Sufia Khatun, 55, of Kalaiura village in Sylhet’s 
Bianibazar upazila.

Prime accused Kawsar Ahmed, a first-year student of MC 
College, is still at large.

In a general diary filed with Ajmeriganj Police Station 
on January 6, Kawsar said his father Omar Ali went missing 
on December 31 last year.

After investigation, it was found that Kawshar gave 
Monir and Sufia Tk 5,000 to kill Omar Ali. 

Later, Omar was hacked to death and the body was 
dumped in the Sonai river. On January 21, police recovered 
the body from the river.

The arrestees gave confessional statement to the 
Senior Judicial Magistrate’s court in Azmeriganj under 
Section 164 on Wednesday night, said the police 
official.

Police were raiding different areas to arrest 
Kawsar, he said. 

Youth crushed under 
train while talking 
over phone
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A youth was crushed under wheels of a train while crossing 
rail tracks in Narsingdi town yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Shaheen Alam, 29, son 
of Siddique Mia of Birgaon village in Raipura upazila. He 
worked at Darigaon Community Clinic in the upazila as a 
community health provider.

Narsingdi Railway Police Outpost Sub-Inspector (SI) 
Firoz Ahmed said Shaheen was talking over mobile phone 
when the train hit him.

On information, police recovered the body and sent it 
to Narsingdi General Hospital for autopsy, said the SI.


